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Preface

Every culture in the world encounters the diffi-
culty of raising children with ideals that will benefit
their families and their country. Parents and educa-
tors try to instill in their children and students the val-
ues and virtues which will make their country great.

In China, the teachers Confucius and Mencius
were discussing such issues to keep the society
moving forward towards good morality. The Cai Gen
Tan by Hong Yingming in the Ming period and the
Proverbs of Solomon in the 9th century B. C. have
been very influential.

Values can be identified in different ways in
each cuiture. This book clusters a group of values
that are loosely related under a title for each group.
These group titles are Responsibility, Perseverance,
Honesty, Lovalty, Love, Compassion, Thankful-
ness, Work, Self-Discipline, and Creativity. Not all
values can be included in a short book but those that
have been chosen seem to be very important for ev-
ery society to consider carefully.
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At the end of each lesson it is suggested that
each value be discussed in class. Either the teacher
could have a class discussion or students could get a
partner and discuss the value as it appears in their
own Chinese society or family history.

Why is conscientiousness an important value for
each student to learn? Is obedience necessary in all
situations? How can a student serve another
student? Is punctuality important in school and at
work? Can you give an example of someone who
“pays it forward”?

Discussion will help the students remember each
value, especially if they put the meaning in their own
words. The teacher should use the lessons as begin-
ning points to help students learn the importance of
each international value.
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RESPONSIBILITY

Responsibility means to act morally con-
cerning a duty (like homework) , or a trust (like
a promise or a debt when borrowing money) .

To be conscientious means that your mind
tells you it is the right thing to do.

Obedience requires honoring the request of
a teacher or friend.

Service is a general word, which means to
give assistance.

To be punctual means to be on time so oth-
ers can rely on us.

Pay it forward means that when someone
does a good deed for you and you cannot repay
them, then you should help someone else in the
future.



