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Abstract

This book is a summary and development of our continuing research pro-
ject conducted in 2007—2008 on Macao’s new immigrants, which includes
preface, abstract both in Chinese and English, 10 chapters with forty sections
in the main body, plus bibliography and 3 appendixes, about 290 pages and
25 thousand Chinese characters. As a monograph on the the immigrants’ con-
dition and policy in Macao as a mini society since its returning back to China’s
sovereignty in 1999, it should be a pretty large project.

Chapter 1 introduces the task, purpose, methodology and processes of
the research; Chapter 2 introduces some basic knowledge and theories in im-
migration studies that are often used in analyzing Macao cases; Chapter 3 dis-
cusses some often heard and yet need deeper analyzed concepts in immigrant

«

studies, such as “new” and “old”, “legal” and “illegal” migrants, “final”

or “transitional” destinations for immigrants, etc. And finally, we try to com-

&«

bine all those concepts with “long-term” vs. “short term” arrangements for
coming up with new ideas that might have regularities, in order for Macao
SAR government to avoid those historical lessons that have been experienced
by the previous Macao Portuguese authorities in the 1980s.

From Chapter 4 to 8, I use 5 chapters (21 sections) to introduce and an-
alyze various conditions of Macao’s new immigrants who have arrived after the
establishment of the Macao SAR, mainly through the data deprived from the
640 copies of interview outline that have been collected from our field study in

2008. We try to combine quantitative with qualitative research by using statis-

tical figures and charters with descriptive analysis. For instance, Chapter 4 is
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mainly to analyze the source of origin and the ways and means of Macao’s new
immigrants, including their major components in age, gender, education
background, and occupation before and after immigration etc. Chapter 5 is to
analyze the integration and living conditions of the new immigrants in Macao.
Chapter 6 is to discuss their satisfaction, or dissatisfaction, and their own ca-
pability of integration with the Macao society. Chapter 7 is to discuss the gen-
eral evaluation and comments of the new immigrants toward Macao’s immigra-
tion policy as a whole, and also their ideas and suggestions on each policy to-
ward different immigration categories. Chapter 8 is to focus on some case stud-
ies, because they are not only fresh and specific, but also representative,
therefore being picked up as examples for analysis. Chapter 9, as the conclu-
sive part of the book, is to briefly review the major findings in our research
and, based on the historical lessons and the current situation we have explored
in this report, to summarize three principles for Macao’s future immigration
policy reform: “steadiness, accuracy, and rapidity”.

Finally, in Chapter 10, we provide with two suggestions for further refor-
ming Macao’s immigration policy: one is to divide the current 4 immigrant cat-
egories into 6, namely from the categories of family reunion, investment,
technical talent, and religion etc. , to adding two more categories; profession-
al talent and entrepreneur talent. Amother is to establish “Immigration Serv-
ice” as the most comprehensive and authoritative agency for handling all im-
migration affairs. Since 2009 is the election year for both the Chief Executive
and the Legislation in Macao, we also try to mention the relationship between
government transition and the immigration policy reform.

Our major conclusion is that, the majority of the new immigrants coming
to Macao in recent 7—10 years are those through purchasing real estates. Al-
though they have been categorized as “immigrants of investment” , but having
contributed little for stimulating Macao’s economy and increasing employment

opportunity, therefore, it is rational for the SAR government to stop it. My re-



Abstract

search has discovered that most new immigrants, including the housing pur-
chasers themselves, think this immigration policy is no good. They all agree
that, Macao should encourage real investment new immigrants who have both
capital and experience of doing business. The second largest new immigrant
group is those through family reunion. The most anxious request of this group
is to approve their qualified family members coming into Macao. As a histori-
cal issue, it will threat Macao’s social harmony and stability if SAR govern-
ment cannot reach a solution quickly. For the category of technical immi-
grant, most interviewees suggest to continue and develop, but should consider
to learn from Hong Kong and Singapore, to classify different professions for
different categories according to Macao’s socio-economic priorities, for deter-
mining which one should be the first on waiting list.

As one of the traditional immigrant societies, Macao’s attractiveness to
new immigrants will continue to grow with the tide of globalization and regional
integration, more new immigrants will be expected to arrive in Macao in the
near future. As long as the SAR government can take the chance to realize its
immigration policy reform, and the Macao society can rationalize its recogni-
tion and attitudes toward new immigrants, there is no doubt for Macao’s more
harmonious social relations.

In one word, as one of the most attractive destinations for immigrants as

it used to be, we believe that Macao has a greater future in the years to come.
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