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~ FOREWORD

In the past, in traditional Chinese operas, one could often see on the stage
settings of city gateways and walls made of cloth as well as pieces of painted cloth
or silk flags to symbolize clouds or waves. All these props, big and small, are
called “qimo”. According to their different roles, the faces of the actors are
painted differently, for example, Guan Yunchang is painted red, and Cao Cao
white (both being famous historical figures towards the end of the Han dynasty),
while the villains and buffons are characterized by the patch of white on the
bridge of their noses. We could read upon the lintels of the curtain-“‘doors” on
the right and left of the stage the characters: “Exit personages’” and ‘“‘Enter
personages”. All these constituted the stage decor and design in the former days.

Today, however, on our stage, theatrical settings are numerous and varied,
the designs are greatly enriched, and blended with the drama, the directors and
the actors, they form an integral whole, with each accentuating the role of the
others. The process of stage designing is one of creative labour in which the
audience, together with the actors, would finally become unaware of the settings.
Often are the cases where theatre-goers are thoroughly immersed in the artistic
performance because the stage designing is so excellent that they are no longer
conscious of it. Here in lies the power of this art which greatly inspires and moves
the audience.

The National Exhibition of Stage Design, first of its kind in the history of
Chinese drama, is a witness to the gratifying efforts of the stage-designers of
China. Unique in its presentation, the exhibition displays hundreds of sets of
stages showing not only the distinct features of different artists, but also the
various genres and styles of Chinese drama and opera, and, furthermore, a
boundless universe created out of a limited space.

In the thirty-five years since the founding of the people’s Republic of China,
stage designing has made rapid progress. In a certain sense, it has given impetus
to the work of the theatrical circle in general and cultivated and promoted the
aesthetic appreciation of the audience, thereby making positive contribution to

the art education of the whole nation. At the same time, artistic, ingenious and



meaningful designing has also given tremendous inspiration to our play-wrights
in their creative work. We are truly proud of this competent contingent of
industrious stage designers.

“Industry” is a praise fittingly deserved by every good stage designer. For
one theatrical work, they often have to draft heaps of designs, make paper models
one after another, they even forget their meals and sleep till they feel happy with
their work. However, after discussions with the directors and actors. they may
have to give up their pet designs and start afresh. We can never overestimate the
hard work and devotion they have poured into their work. In their designs, the
artists are creating a soundless beauty of plastic arts which is neverthless flowing
with music and rhythm. Needless to say, praises should also go to their stage
collaborators, those in charge of lighting, wardrobe, make-up, sound effects and
props who,with their hard work, have offered their own share of contribution.

From these exhibits of fertile imagination, we can see that their designers
with solid groundwork are artistically wellversed. They make good studies of
traditional Chinese paintings and folk art from which they absorb nourishment.
They sketch and paint from life and nature and they also learn what is good and
advanced in foreign stage designing and technique. What is more important, they
make close observation of life and learn through practice. Displayed in front of us
are the hard-won achievements of their persevering and arduous, yet unnoticed
labour. We have compiled some of their outstanding works in this memorable
album so that their labour can be better understood and more fully recognized by
society and that there may be a more extensive exchange of experiences not only
to bring Chinese designers into closer contacts with each other, but also to help
colleagues from other lands to further acquaint themselves with our progress in
this field. We hope this will serve to promote the florescence of the art of stage

designing and China’s achievements will become a part of the treasure house of

Cto/u.

Translated by Cheng Ling

world culture.
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