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ABSTRACT

0

When urban social and economic development reaches a relatively higher
level, a new “product” emerges due to the development and integration of mod-
ern urban agriculture and tourism, which is known as urban agritourism. As a
new industrial pattern, for one thing, urban agritourism meets the needs of urban
residents in leisure tourism and science education, enriching the product struc-
ture of urban tourism; for another, it comes through an industrial upgrade for ur-
ban agriculture in terms of industrial functioning from sole production to tourism
services and comprehensive researches etc. , increasing agricultural efficiency and
farmers’ income. Therefore, the sustainable development of urban agritourism
bears great significance and yet plays a special role in optimizing city functioning,
balancing urban and rural development, and promoting the building of a new so-
cialist countryside. This book conducted an insightful and systematic research on
the theory and practice of the sustainable development of urban agritourism;
mainly focused on systematic analysis, systematic evaluation and systematic simu-
lation of the same matter; and shed light on the ideas and measures regarding the
sustainable development of our country’s urban agritourism.

It is concluded in the book that there are six types of urban agritourism over-
seas after an analysis was completed conceming the development of urban agrito-
urism in some major countries and regions in Europe, America, Asia and Oceani-
a. Those six types include government leadership, industrial organization, indus-
trial promotion, science-and-technology support, festive recreation and rural pov-

erty alleviation. Moreover, after the discussion and analysis on the status quo and



problems of the development of urban agritourism in Shanghai, Beijing, Dalian,
Shenzhen, Chongging, Xi’an and Taiwan, the book pointed out that urban agrito-
urism has to be kept on the track of sustainable development; and that it should
integrate and coordinate urban agritourism with agricultural tourism, and manage
to handle the problems or conflicts between agricultural tourism development and
environment and natural resources protection; and ultimately it should concentrate
on the improvement of farmers’social well-being as well as cultural quality.
Systematic thinking and methodology have to be utilized here in order to un-
derstand and analyze the sustainable development of urban agritourism. This sus-
tainable development system is composed of three subsystems: industrial econo-
my, environment and natural resources, and social culture. This general system
possesses a feature of complexity, and the capacity to achieve three functions: to
coordinate and integrate urban and rural industrial economy, to protect urban and
rural environment and natural resources, and to improve urban and rural social
welfare and culture. By using techniques such as Comprehensive Evaluation,
Analytic Hierarchy Process, Delphi Method, the book constructed an evaluation
system of the sustainable development of urban agritourism, which covers 27
assessment factors and a four-level hierarchy including levels of goal, criteria,
subcriteria and alternatives. An empirical study was conducted on the city of
Conghua, Guangzhou. The study showed that the comprehensive evaluation index
of the sustainable development of the city’s urban agritourism had been through a
continuous increase during the period of five years from 2003 to 2007. The statis-
tics indicated that the framework of the city’s urban agritourism has been basically
structured, bringing about sizable industrial economic benefits and gradually tak-
ing on the dynamics of coordinated development in terms of resources-and-envi-
ronment benefits as well as social-cultural benefits. Based on the theory and
methodology of System Dynamics, the book analyzed the cause-and-effect feed-
back structure about the sustainable development system of urban agritourism on
which a system dynamics model was built. By using the model, a simulation was

conducted to present the conditions of the sustainable development of the city’s
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ABSTRACT

urban agritourism within the period of 2004 and 2020. In the simulation, we will
be able to explore five types of developmental patterns by adjusting policy varia-
bles. The patterns include conventional type, industrial economy highly efficient
type, resources and environment protection type, social-cultural integration type,
and economy-resources-society coordination type. The results of the: simulation
indicated that the economy-resources-society coordination type is the ideal pattern
to optimize the sustainable development of the city’s urban agritourism on the
whole.

In the end, in accordance with the methodology of qualitative and quantita-
tive integration, the book synthesized the results of theoretical and empirical anal-
ysis and put forth four principles and one general guideline that the sustainable
development of urban agritourism ought to adhere to. Those principles are “over-
all optimization, three aspects taken into account, multi-party involvement, and

comprehensive integration”. And one general guideline is

‘ environmental priori-
ty, industrial coordination, urban and rural harmony, multi-party involvement
and balanced development”. In light of the discussion, policy suggestions were
proposed from the point of view of the government, the industry, enterprises,

farmers, tourists and so on.

Key words: urban agritourism; sustainable development; systematic anal-

ysis; systematic evaluation; systematic simulation
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