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\ rofessor Rob Erdel is a famous artist and educator in the present age in America. At University of North Texas, Rob is
the director of the Art department in the school of Visual Arts.

When he was a young man, he studied watercolor at Carlifornia University and got Master’s degree in 1976. After that,
he taught school in the University of North Texas. At there, he went in for the higher art education and creation. Rob often went
abord to give lectures. He nearly travled all over the Europe. At Switserland, France, Spain and Portugal, he painted lots of
sketches and other creations. He visited twice to China in 1995 and 1998, which holding his large size watercolor exhibition.
When he gave lectures to watercolor workroom which is in Lu Xun School of Fine Arts, he was welcome by the teachers and
students. It is his science character on teaching, contemporary consciousness on painting and excellent sketch artistry that
attract people deeply.

Rob is an artist with innovation spirit. In his creations, he has made lots of experiments including artistry, concept and large
watercolor paintings. He doesn’t want to belong to any school. He often paints American watercolor with British traditional
watercolor artistry, which full of contemporary consciousness. He loves the paintings of J. M. W Turner. It is the movemen!
of light and atmosphere in Turner’s paintings that is expressed stronger in Rob’s. He combines the concrete scene with the
abstract symbol that full of philosophy. Therefore, his creations have both the real space which is illusion paintings in realisi
and the symbolical implied meaning in expressionism. This structure of painting enhances art expression of the creations.

Rob is a realism artist with expression nature. Meanwhile, he is an excellent abstract painting master-mind. In his creations
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Jiges like the notes construct concrete music. He handles the water successfully with his

elleptwatercolor artistry and makes the movement to our vision. Rob often uses the large size painting
) SRR = - S]’L"\-Nhich is full of water to dip in single color and paints the sky, clouds, lake and other beautiful things
on the canvas. The moving water, color and its forming become an artistry language that rich of pleasant
feelings from appreciation of the beauty. Rob is the man who has a firm grasp of the romantic atmosphere

of the water and color.

In recent half a century, it isn’ t suspended about the study of painting large size watercolor. Rob is
one of the people who succeed in this field. One of his creations is seven metres long. The majestic
vehemence of his paintings initiates a new style of watercolor paintings. Since 1970’ s, the workroom
watercolor has replaced the small-scale watercolor painting step by step. The interests of the artists are
the esthetic and the expression. And the workroom watercolor not only keep the sketch watercolor vivid
and coherent style, but also give it more connotation. The visual shock power which is same to the large
size oil painting was paid attention by art comment circles. That is what Rob go in for.

Skill, knowledge and experiment are the natures of Rob’s watercolor. That is not only a consultant
to the professional artists, but also an instructor to the beginners of the watercolor. If we study with Rob’
s method, follow the contemporary consciousness and multiple conception and learn new artistry
succedding to the traditions, we can avoid many roundabout courses.

If this book have brought new thought and artistry of the watercolor art in America in present age
to Chinese readers, | would have reached my original intension that I introduce Rob’ s watercolor to all of

you.

Chonglu Bai
(Translator: Wang Tong)
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