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Preface

In the remote age of barbarism, while human beings were
chasing wild animals and gathering wild fruits, they must also have
looked up at the vault of heaven. The shooting stars that flashed
by and the beautiful tails of the comets must have aroused great
curiosity of those people, while the solar eclipses and lunar eclipses
that suddenly descended must have caused great horror.

After having stepped into the enlightened age, humans showed
ever-increasing enthusiasm toward heavenly bodies. Humans paid
close attention to the heavenly bodies within the scope of the naked
eyes, which gave rise to a number of myths. Among them were the
numerous romantic poetry that sang of the palaces of heaven and
the falling sun in the desert, and also the horoscope and prophecies
that provided mystical shelter to the religious and imperial authorities
as well as mystical support to dynastic changes.

The Chinese nation is one with a long history, and accordingly
our concern about the universe dates back to remote times.
For a long time, we maintained a leading position in the fields of
astronomical reckoning as well as literary poetry. However, as in
many other regions with human activities where feudal imperial
power and advanced agricultural civilization dominated, the
scientific inquiry into the universe was often constrained by the
horoscope superstition and the traditional agricultural mode of
production and life. The relationship between human beings and
that between man and the earth were always put secondary to the
relationship between human beings and the heaven. People placed
more emphasis on the here and now. Nevertheless, unlike people
from other nations, Chinese people have never stopped dreaming
about flying into the sky and clasping the moon in heaven.

With the steady improvement of productivity and development

of science and technology, human beings are greatly expanding

their horizons and as a result, they can observe more and more
spectacular scenes. For example, the “Oil Painting Arts Exhibition
of celestial Bodies” shows art works created by the teachers and
students from the couege of Fine Arts and Design, Shenyang Normall
University. Taking advantage of the oil painting technique, the
faculty and students creatively produced art works based on the fine
pictures taken by Hubble Space Telescope (US). The art works display
and create a series of local sections of the fascinating and awesome
universe. Faced with this artistically created fantastic universe, have
you thought about whether we human beings are rather insignificant
or quite great? What kind of life is worthwhile for humans? Shouldn’ t
we look upon our world, life, value, future, and the earth with  “a
scientific outlook on the universe” ?

The “Oil Painting Arts Exhibition of Celestial Bodies” presents
us an artistically created universe, sharpening the contrast between
finiteness and infiniteness, brightness and darkness. And at the same
time, it tells us a great deal.

On the one hand, the earth and human being are so
insignificant! faced with the earth, which we often refer to as

“the whole world” , we are so tiny. In turn, the earth is also as
tiny as a particle of dust in the universe. Looking on ourselves from
the universe’ s perspective, we come to realize that no matter
warfare or luck, misery or happiness, it is just an insignificant event
on a particle of dust in the universe. We as a whole should stop
being ridiculed by extra-terrestrials, and should not carry on
the disagreement and distress of humans. Instead, we have a
responsibility to present to the Universe a fine earth which can carry
us to blissfully travel in space.

On the other hand, the earth and human beings are so great!
The earth must have made numerous delicate preparations before
she gave birth to life, to primates, and to modern humans. How can
man leave the Animality and become the master of the earth and
the explorer of the space? The finiteness of individual life and the
group’ s infinite ability to explore the unknown world together make

humans beings a valuable part of the universe.

Then, something must be done. We can not always work hard



with our face to dust and back to sky, which is typical of agricultural
civilization. Rather, we are supposed to look up at the sky to explore
space, which is typical of industrial civilization and technological
civilization. What is broader than the mother earth is the ocean; what
is broader than the ocean is the sky; what is broader than the sky is
our mind. Human beings can grow to be sophisticated enough to
dissolve all the resentment and sufferings with extensive love of the
universe. Also, we can evolve to see farther and more clearly so that
we can greet outer life and bring back their greetings.

Therefore, | have every reason to believe that with the
improvement of human being’ s aeronautic capability (including
that of China), a more beautiful prospect of the universe will be

presented to us. And we are now striving for that.

Zhang Hui
October, 2009
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