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President Yang Shigin's Speech at HIT's 80th Anniversary Ceremony

Forge Ahead Persistently
and Strive to Build HIT into a World-renowned University
(Summary)

Honorable Teaders, guests, alumni, and all my colleagues and students!

On the o carly summer and beautiful flowers blooming like a picce of brocade in the famous city Harbin of north China, we are solemnly gathering here to celebrate the 80th anniversary
of HIT founding!

Now, 1 have the honor, on behalf of the Institute, to express my warm welcome to all the guests and alumni at home and from abroad. to extend my heartfelt respects to the leaders at all fevels and
sister institutions that have given us much support, and also to offer my congratulations on the anniverasary festival o all students and faculties and staff members! On the festival day. born of the
same origin Harbin Institue of Technology and Harbin Uriversiy of Civil Engineering and Architecture (HUCEA) have been merged ino a singl enity. and no doubt, the synthetic sirength of the
new HIT will be increased greatly. This is a great event in the history of HIT. and let us offer our hearty congratulations on the birth of new HIT!

HIT was founded in 1920, and was originally a specialized institution of higher education training technical personnel for the Chinese Changchun Railway. At that time, when the Chinese nation
was in her existence being at stake, sharing weal and woe with the motherland HIT educated a great number of outstanding technical talents. Today they can be found all over the country and
throughout the world, and have made positive contributions to human civilization progress. social development and cultural exchange.

After the founding of the PRC, HIT began to enter on a new phase of reconstruction, extended construction and development. In the 1950s, thanks to the concern and support of the Central
Government as well as the governments at all levels, HIT became the first institution of higher education built after the advanced Russian cducational system in the country at that time, overflowing
with vigor and vitality. The In\lnul: established numbers of new specialtcs, educated numbers of talents of enginecring for the country, and irained mmbers of ousanding teaches for it
insttutions of higher science an ering education. It made a valuable exploration into the higher science and engineering education of new China, which, as a cardinal event, was written in
Chines cducationl hisory, So fa  has developed into  well-known leading nstitution of igher education with science and engineeing at s cor, encompassing managemmentand fbral at. The
results of various appraisals made by authorities of national level showed that HIT's synthetic strength was placed at the top among the lea s of the country. According o the
“Development and Action Plan of Education toward the 215t Century” formulated by the Ministry of Education, an Agreement of Co-building HIT was signed by Commission of Science, Technology
and Industry for National Defense, Ministry of Education and Heilongjiang Provincial Government formally on November 14, 1999 and since then HIT has been listed in the 9 leading universities of
the country which wil enoy pioity of raona supprt. From now on HIT has starid s undertskingfo the sscond ime and entered upon s sccond golden ag”. With the goul ofbilding HIT
intoa dinsitution of higl inthe

During the course of 80 years, the fate of HIT has been closely linked with that of the nation. Her development and pmmmy and her support to HIT are always the powerful backing of HIT's
existence and development. Conceming abou the fate of our nation and making contribu e ultimate source of HIT's forces to make progress uninterruptedly.
After its construction of such many years, HIT has developed into a university. which is relatively complete in disciplinary cmgum, broad in covering courses offered, integrating science and
engineering with management and liberal arts, setting specialties systemized; and gradually formed its characterized features such as "Giving priority 1o the serving of aerospace industry, developing
‘mainly general technologies to serve national defense, integrating military with civilian technologies and production, and serving towards national economy as well as the economy of localities.” At
present,in the fields of astronautics, spacc technology, electric machine control and automation technology, machine building and hot-working technology, communication and clectronic engincering,
computer science, material science, civil engincering, municipal and environmental engineering, architecture, road and traffic engineering, architectural science and management, etc., HIT has
pssessed omparativ solid rongth foracadeni devlopment and scieifc rscarch. which ank top plces among s cuumcrpnm ‘domestically and also enjoy a reputation internationally.

Over the 80 years since the founding of the Institute, especially over the late 50 and more years since the four the People's Republic of China, HIT has formed a very strong cohesion.
vigorous enterprisc and cxuberant vitality among students, faculties and staff members, which make up a so-called " HIT: Spri We fomulate t 2 genuine patriotism o concerming about the future
of our country and adapting ourselves actively to the requirements of the country:  and pioneering spirit of siriving o progress constantly; matter-of-fact atitude of the teaching and lcaming
wwadition "Being Strict in Qualifications for Graduates and Making Every Fn.lmmr in Tmmmg Students™: and the spirit of solidarity, wopmxmn respecting knowledge and talented people. The
intensive meaning of the "HIT Spirit" is involved very much. It is a concentrated e e school's collective consciousness and v of which the common ideal and conviction is the core
an paiiotism, spit o stivin 10 progress consianly, matier.of-fuct and crl!crpnsmg s end coacee] struggle are the Charcatond Teanwes, T e e g oro, o Exencs and

HIT' students and faculties and sta d also a big precious spiritual fortune. We hope from now on we will make great efforts to carry forward and further develop such a

23

spiri.

Leaders, guests, alumni, and all my colleagues and students! Since the founding of HIT, each and every one of our successes we have achicved should be attributed to the arduous strugele exerted
by "HIT Members" from generation to generation, to the cordial concer given by leaders at different levels and successive Heilongjiang provincial and Harbin municipal governments, and also to the
great support afforded by domestic and overseas alumi, friends, sister institutions of higher education and all circles of society. Here, allow me, on behalf of HIT, to express my sincere thanks to all
the comrades, alumni and friends who have made contributions o the building of HIT or given us concern and supports.

Facing the situation of “science and technology has been developing swifly and vigorously, knowledge economy shown its inkling more and more clearly, and competition of national capabilities
become increasingly acute in the world", HIT which has been enjoying the priority of support from the state fully senses its heavy responsibility in the stratcgy of rejuvenating our nation through
Science and education. To this end, we set our goal 10 strive to build HIT into a world-renowned university, and rather in about 2025 HIT will be built into an open and research type university of
worldlevel with science and engincering at tscore integrating seicnce and engincering with management and libeal arts. We will give prominence 10 buiing of the three eading discplinary filds,

pace scienc, nformation science. and matrial scienc, 0 as o bring along the development of nuncrous key discplincs and supporting discplines; we will atvely promale the development
of e science and science, and als of overlapping disciplines. With the help of the disciplinary building, our academic level and the quality of personnel
training are expected to be raised greatly, and the profession of different sectors of our school improved efficiently. Through three phased laborious efforts, basic-disciplinary building, their rapid
development and coming up to the world advanced standards, the strength of HIT, as a whole, is expected to approximately attain the level of world first-rate universities, which, no doubt, will
facilitate HIT to make greater contribution to the development of science, technology, and economy of our country, and to the development of acrospace industry, national defense as well as local
economy and society.

Comrades, alumni, and friends, the HIT's 80th anniversary celebrations will be, like a milestone, written in the history of HIT, and as our starting point, we shall step foot on our new journey
therefrom. Let us hold high the great banner of Deng Xiaoping theory, and pursue Comrade Jiang Zemin's important thought of "Three Representatives” as our guiding principles to carry our
undertaking forward. Assuming the heavy responsibility of rejuvenating our nation through science and education, we firmly believe that we, HIT members, who have had the glorious tradition of
“heing patriotic. progressive, realistic, and united”. will be certainly able to keep on advancing in a pioneering, combatant and uniting spirit and to build HIT into a world-renowned university
1 like a giant on the beautiful abundant black carth and strive to do much greater contribution to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese people wnder the leadership of the Commission of

cience, Technology and Industry for National Defense and with the energetic support afforded by the Heilongjiang provincial and Harbin municipal governments and the great support from
personalities of all walks of life, and alumni and friends at home and abroad.

“Thank you!
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Itis the time when the 21st century is coming, it is the time when our motherland has achieved magnificent successes in implementing the reform and open policics and in socialist construction, and it is the time when
the strategy of rejuvenating nation through science and education gains more and more popularity, HIT welcomes in the 80th anniversary of its founding

‘The agreement for co-building HIT preferentially signed by Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense, Ministry of Education and Heilongjiang Provincial Govemment in Beijing on
November 14, 1999 has made much more distinct the theme of the HIT's 80th anniversary of its founding, “"Forge Ahead Persistently and Strive to Build HIT into a World-renowned University".

‘The formal declaration of merging together the two homologous universities, HIT and HUCEA on June 2, 2000 has enhanced the synthetic strength for building up the new HIT into a world-renowned university. This
great event, of course, has increased enormously the festival atmosphere of the HIT's 80th anniversary celebrations. ~
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CEREMONY IN THE FLOURISHING AGE,
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‘The Signing Ceremony for Co-building HIT aided jointly by Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense, Ministry of Education and Heilongjiang Provincial Government was held in the 3rd-
floor conference hall of the Guoyi Hotel, Beijing.
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1. The Agreement of Co-building HIT aided jointly by Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense, Ministry of Education and Heilongjialig Provineial Govemment was signed by Liu Jibin (left)
Chen Zhili (middle), Xu Youfang (right) in Beijing on November 14, 1999.

2. Minister of Education Chen Zhili (Ief) and secretary of the Harbin Committee CPC Wang Zongzhang (middle) having a cordial talk with cach other.

3. Minister in charge of the Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense Liu Jibin (first lef) talking cordially with academician Wang Zhonggi (first right).

4. Secretary of the Heilongjiang Committee CPC, Xu Youfang (first left) delivering a speech at the signing ceremony, and deputy governor of Heilongjiang Provinve Wang Zuoshu seated in the first row (third left).
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Meeting hall for celebrating the mergence of HIT and HUCEA into a New HIT.

According to the Ministry of Education's approval, HIT and HUCEA were merged together and reorganized into a new Harbin Institute of Technology. The photo shows that executive vice-minister in charge of the
Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense Xu Penghang; deputy secrtary of the Heilongiiang Commitice CPC, Han Guizhi ; director of the Personnel and Education Departmen, the
Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense, Chen Qiufa; and irector of the Pcasonnel and Education Department, the Ministy of Construction, Fu Wenjuan attend the meeti

HIT was founded in 1920, and was confirmed as onc of the first 6 leading institutions of higher education in the country in 1954. Again, it was listed as one of the first institutions of higher i ooy ety
development in the "National 211 Project” in 1996.

The former HUCEA was originally a homologous sister school of the former HIT In 1959, she was established on the basis of the civil engineering department of the former HIT, and became an independent
multidisciplinary institution of higher education with engineering at ts core encomp: -onomic management, liberal arts, etc. under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Construction. Afier the mergence, in the new HIT
the number of registered students totals 39,000 and more; that of faculty mermbers (ful-ime) 2.539, academicians of both the Chinese Academy of Sciences and/or the Chincse Academy of Enginecring 13; doctoral
supervisors 321, and the total area of both campuses reaches 371 hectares and that of building area 1,110 thousand m
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At 10 a.m. Jun 7, 2000, the Celebration Meeting of the Founding of HIT's 80th Anniversary started solemnly in its newly constructed stadium. More than thirty thousand of its students, faculties and
staff members as well as thousands of alumni and distinguished guests took part in the meeting. Secretary of the HIT Committee CPC, prof. Li Sheng presided over the meeting, and president Yang Shigin
delivered a long speech of cardinal significance, entitled “Forge Ahead Persistently and Strive to Build HIT into a World-renowned University” at the meeting,

Political Bureau member of the Central Committee CPC and also vice-premier of the State Council Li Langing wrote a letter of congratulation to the Institute, in which he affirmed definitely the
important role HIT had played and the remarkable achievements it had attained in the building of national defense, acrospace industry and many other fields, and he hoped that everybody of the institute
would make greater cfforts to build it into a world-renowned and high-level university in the coming century. Then at the meeting vice-minister of education L0 Fuyuan read out the letter of congratulation
by his ministry; representative of the General Military Equipment Department PLA, Yu Ancheng read out the letter by his department; general engineer of the Ministry of Construction Yao Bing, entrusted
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by minister Yu Wansheng, read out the letter of congratulation by the ministry: mayor of Weihai City Cui Yuecheng read out the letter of congratulation by the Shandong Provincial Committee CPC

and the Shandong Provincial Government; and secretary-general of the Shenzhen Municipal Government Liu Yingli read out the letter of congratulation by his government. Besides, the guests who
delivered a speech or made an address at the meeting included minister in charge of the Commission of S

ience, Technology and Industry for National Defense Liu Jibin; governor of Heilongjiang Province
Song Fatang; HIT's former president Li Chang; secretary of USTC (University of Science and Technology of China) Committee CPC Tang Honggao; director of the Russian P. N. Lebedev Physics Rescarch
Institute, and also academician O. N. Krokhin; representative of alumni, former minister of the Ministry of Culture, Liu Zhongde; representative of HIT faculty members academician Wang Guangyuan,
and representative of students Ma Bingbing. Former president of the Republic of Karea, also HIT honorary professor Mr. Kim Young Sum and the HIT alumnus, honorary director of Taiwan Straits
Foundation Mr. Sun Yunxuan also delivered a speech respectively at the meeting. Finally, the meeting ended successfully in the sound of “singing in praise of our motherland "full of heroic spirit
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1. Seated in the front row were former president of the Republic of Korea and also HIT honorary professor Mr. Kim Young Sum (first right, front); vice-chairman of CPPCC and also minister of the United
Front Work Department of CPCCC, HIT alumnus comrade Wang Zhaoguo (third right); vice chairman of CPPCC, and also HIT alumnus comrade Zhou Ticnong (second right, front).
2. Minister in charge of the Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense Liu Jibin (first left) and vice minister of Education Lu Fuyuan (second left) having a cordial talk with

each other.
3. President Yang (first left) conferring the title of " HIT's Outstanding Alumnus " on HIT alumnus, also honorary director of the Taiwan Straits Foundation Mr. Sun Yunxuan (second left) at the meeting.
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THE CELEBRATION MEETING
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1. Before the meeting, secretary of the Heilongjiang Provincial Committee CPC, comrade Xu Youfang (right) meeting part of the HIT's leaders cordially. (In the middle stands the chairman of HIT's
Educational Workers' Union Dong Shumin.)

2. Governor of Heilongjiang Province, comrade Song Fatang (left) talking cordially with secretary of the Harbin Municipal Committee CPC, and also Mayor of Harbin, HIT alumnus comrade Wang
Zongzhang.

3. Secretary of the HIT Committee, CPC, prof. Li Sheng presiding the Celebration Meeting.

4. President of HIT prof. Yang Shig g a speech entitled "Forge Ahead Iy and Strive to Build HIT into a World-level University” at the Celebration Meeting.
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1. A Military Band of the Heilongjiang People's Armed Police Frontier Force playing The Melody of Welcome for Guests.
2. With colored balloons and doves flying up and up into the sky, HIT's new hope was rising.

3. Accompanying the majestic National Anthem, a brilliant five-starred red flag was being hoisted. (Photos 3 and 4)
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