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Abstract

Abstract

China’s ancient society was fundamentally characterized
and symbolized by protocol system, which embodied all as-
pects of the social life of that time. The Protocol system was
based in the date of the Pre-Qin dynasty, many of whose im-
portant contents had been shaped in this period. Being an im-
portant and unique component of the Protocol system, Yu-
protocol (jade ritual article concerned Protocol) which had
come into being and had been early further developed had be-
came the core of the Protocol system in the date of the Pre-Qin
dynasty. The study on the Yu-protocol can be of great help to
the more accurate and further understanding and grasping of
the particularity of our ancient Protocal system.

On the base of the preceding studies, by the mean of the
archaeology, referring to the unearthed inscriptions on bones
or tortoise shells and those on bronze and the literate material
handed down from the ancient time, this paper intends to give
a systematic and comprehensive study on the Yu-protocol in
the date of the Pre-Qin dynasty.

In this paper, Yu-protocol is regarded as an integrated
system. We try to expatiate Yu-protocol comprehensively sys-
tematically and objectively through following the trails of the
shaping and development of the Yu-protocol. At the same
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time, in the different layers of jade, jade ritual article and Yu-
protocol, we discuss the material and outer feature of the Yu-
protocol. What’s more, we lay strong emphasis on the discus-
sion of the worship of the ancient on the jade itself and the
spititual notion which Yu-protocol embodies internally. There
are seven chapters in this paper. In the first chapter which is
the base of the view point, we first give a brief introduction to
the connotation, the social function and the development of
the jade and Yu-protocol and then look back to the important
works concerned with Yu-protocol in preceding studies. From
chapter two to chapter six, we divide the Yu-protocol in the
Pre-Qin dynasty into five periods. Which are prehistoric age,
Xia dynasty, Shang dynasty, West-zhou dynasty and Spring-
Autumn and Warring period, each of which is respectively de-
scribed in great detail. In each chapter, we discuss the Yu-pro-
tocol in the aspects of jade fete, jade tally, jade weaponry,
jade ornament and jade burial articles respectively. In chapter
seven, on the base of the preceding chapters, we summarize
the development and character of the Yu-protocol in Pre-Qin
dynasty in all round. Furthermore, we purposely have an ap-
pendix chapter at the end of the paper, which gives a brief ac-
count of the effect of the Yu-protocol in Pre-Qin dynasty on
the subsequent dyansties so as to understand the Yu-protocol
in Pre-Qin dynasty more thoroughly.

In this paper we try to reveal and systematize the develop-
ment of the Yu-protocol in Pre-Qin dynasty, and at the same
time, we also pay attention to summarizing the development
rule of the Yu-protocol in Pre-Qin dynasty, advancing a novel
theory that the shaping and the development the Yu-protocol

o 4 e



Abstract

in Pre-Qin dynasty is closely related with the shaping and de-
velopment of the early states, and also granting jade articles
when conferring in West-Zhou dynasty is essentially the divi-
sion of political power.

In this paper we also study some concrete topics concerned
with the Yu-protocol in Pre-Qin dynasty, such as the source
of jade for carving vessels, the applying time of the emery
wheel for cutting or polishing jade-Tuo, the methods of jade
fete-using in the process of tribution, the formation of the set-
ting ornaments and jade veils in the West-Zhou dynasty and al-
so the relation between using jade fete and wizard in fete recor-
ded in Shanhaijing (The Primitive Records on Mountains and

Seas) etc. and present some new ideas on these topics.
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