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Preface

Since the dawn of mankind, men have been selecting plants for
their survival: for their food (especially among legumes and grasses: rice,
wheat, corm, etc.), for their clothes, and the construction of their dwellings
(timbers, rattans, palms, etc.). This is what Amerindian tribes, pygmies in
Africa, and hill tribes in Asia are still doing nowadays. But very progressively,
man felt the need for some comfort in their villages and traditional trees
were used for meeting, talks or rest (Adansonia or Baobab in Africa, Ficus
religiosa in India, etc.). For time immemorial there has been a demand for
shade, and showy flowers among the most humble huts. When ricefield
management became a common practice in tropical countries, various
communities built landscapes out of their villages composed of ricefields
with scattered sugar palm (Borassus flabelliformis), e.g. in Sri Lanka, South
eastern India, Thailand and Cambodia. In Africa this palm is replaced by
another palm with the same habit, and the same resulting landscape.

Do think of what makes the landscapes of small European countries
such as Finland, Austria or Switzerland so attractive! Do think of Toscany
in Italy so deeply beautiful with their evergreen cypress, and the light
pink roof of scattered houses.

You will discover a tremendous amount of plants fit to any environment
and able to be used in landscape building, e.g.: Populus euphratica in the dry
desert northern lands reaches more than a thousand years; and Haloxylon
probably several centuries; Wang Tian shu, a giant dipterocarp, in the tropical
rain forest of the extreme south; Gingkgo once planted in temples, which
disappeared long ago reaches enormous size and several thousand years in
Anhui; Chamaecyparis in Taiwan. The visitor is pleased with the arborization
of Guangzhou streets, with its blossoms of Saraca and orchid trees.

One plant may be in itself a landscape: a navy officer may secure a
bonsai in his cabin. But not all plants are on the same level to give a
feeling of beauty; the so—called pagoda-trees (Bombax, Alstonia,
Terminalia, Ginkgo, etc.) are attractive to anybody because of their ab—
normal habit; gorgeous blossoms in white, yellow, pink, red, blue such as
Bauhinia, Peltophorum, Cassia (Senna), Poinciana or Spathodea, Jacar—
anda or Paulownia, and the so many palms (about 2600 in the world).
The reader will learn that quite a number of trees are right away identi-
fied (Casuarina, Cananga, Neolamarckia, etc.) .

What makes a landscape remarkable is a subject of thinking and
analysis. Natural landscapes were mentioned, i.e. built by hundreds of
generations. They attract the eye of the traveler who probably will re—
member them for long. Building a landscape within a few years requires
much talent and imagination. Hilly sites might make the work easier,
with quick growing tree species especially conifers and bamboos. One
cannot avoid to quote the site of Nikko in Japan for its famous Sugi and
Hinoki (Cryptomeria and Chamaecyparis ). Tree ferns and Cycads will
satisfy the nature lovers curious of paleo botany.

In Nature landscapes are the result of centuries of work, more than
often unconscious, sometimes with marvelous achievements, e.g.: terraced
ricefields in China or the Philippines, the magnificent countryside of Java

(Indonesia) with volcanoes in the background with villages immerged in
gardens prodigiously rich in plants of all kinds (staple foods, fruit trees,
palms, flowers, bamboos), an excellent introduction to tropical botany.

As soon as communities became richer, they looked for places to
enjoy their free time, such as public parks, botanical gardens, where orna—
mentals were eagerly introduced. Young men and women, making money
is one thing, quality of life is another! A world of cities full of concrete, and
of countrysides full of pines and rubber trees would be very dull indeed!

Amidst the maze of the plant kingdom (250000 spp. as a lower
estimate for flowering plants, 12000 for ferns, 1500 bamboos, about 600
for Conifers), the reader will find broad avenues in plant taxonomy with
concise notes for each mentioned species.

The present encyclopaedia of some 6000 species constitutes a clever and
attractive introduction to botany, a branch of knowledge regretfully lacking of
fundamental research and means and which is still so important, because of
the complex molecules so useful for human health that they harbour.

The authors show with a profuse and excellent photographic docu—
mentation what are the elements for the conception of gardens (private
or public), adornments of cities and villages and landscape building; about
three quarters of the species are of Chinese origin and a quarters com—
posed of introduced species.

It is the privilege of botanical gardens to offer a selected sample of
plants originating from all over the world and with outstanding
characteristics: shade, fruit, flower, perfumes, fibers, oils, resins and
medicinal products, etc.

A gifted gardener can turn any piece of land provided that sufficient
water supply is available; he will dig, build artificial mounds, arrange
slopes, alternate open places and groves.

The readers of these two beautiful volumes will find plants living
under dry, cold, wet or hot conditions. The authors have been visiting all
parts of China for these past ten years and will undoubtedly communicate
their enthusiasm for plants in all their life—forms: trees, shrubs, geophytes,
climbers, epiphytes and will certainly not let unmoved the layman, anxious
to rest a little bit away from the turmoil of the modern way of living. What
a pleasure to thumb through these books pages over pages during a holiday
or in the opportunity of a gift for a happy birthday or happy New Year.

Citizens of this immense country whose civilization is almost as old
as Sumer, almost as large as Canada, as much diverse as the United
States, with such a dynamic economy who may have visited Guilin and
Xian and ascend one of the five sacred mountains of China, read this
book! Distinguished visiting foreigners, thumb through this book when—

ever you have some spare time, and read it when you have more! Then
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you will have some ideas about landscaping possibilities.

Dr. Rollet Bernard

UNESCO expert in Ecology and Biosphere reserves in SE Asia
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