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OUR EARLIEST ANCESTORS

We know very little about the first “true” men. We have never
seen their pictures. In the deepest layer of clay of an ancient soil we have
sometimes found pieces of their bones. These lay buried amidst the broken
skeletons of other animals that have long since disappeared from the face of
the earth. Anthropologists have taken these bones and they have been able to
reconstruct our earliest ancestors with a fair degree of accuracy.

The great-great-grandfather of the human race was a very ugly and
unattractive mammal. He was quite small, much smaller than the people
of today. The heat of the sun and the biting wind of the cold winter had
coloured his skin a dark brown. His head and most of his body, his arms and
legs too, were covered with long, coarse hair. He had very thin but strong
fingers which made his hands look like those of a monkey. His forehead was
low and his jaw was like the jaw of a wild animal which uses its teeth both
as fork and knife. He wore no clothes. He had seen no fire except the flames
of the rumbling volcanoes which filled the earth with their smoke and their
lava,

He lived in the damp blackness of vast forests, as the pygmies of Africa
do to this very day. When he felt the pangs of hunger he ate raw leaves and
the roots of plants or he took the eggs away from an angry bird and fed them
to his own young. Once in a while, after a long and patient chase, he would
catch a sparrow or a small wild dog or perhaps a rabbit. These he would eat
raw for he had never discovered that food tasted better when it was cooked.




il
'lf}
ey
| o
=
&IF

AT PRI “HIE” WA ZELD, 0EF L afey i
o BAMERBEERG HERREZ I — TR %, XegE
BT EHNBREET, TX s RO B K, A
FORER TIXEH, P ES THATRREWHLERRES .

ARG R —F AR ILENY), AR/, LLEE AL E /)
B2, FHeniR S AR E B XA BR B Y SR G, SRR
KERSY, A LE . BEAME, BB TRMHMAEER, MOFES
BHAE T, EEMANFERRMRGRE, MAORMHEME, SER—&
CAZF 6 7R 7] L BF B SR AR, BAR B8, AR it ok, R
AL E BRI A, XK LR R REHE, HUER G T AR
EMIEE

flbfE A TR IR B RS 19 AR bR, AR AR OR A B AR
oo PUBRMEZ BB, LI RORECE IR 0, SUE MR e
AR AR SRR IL . AR, MmO R K,
MH— HERE . NEFR, BE—RRT. AEHENER, R
MARRIRBEYEHE R TMER.




The story of mankind

During the hours of day, this primitive human being prowled about
looking for things to eat. When night descended upon the earth, he hid his
wife and his children in a hollow tree or behind some heavy boulders, tor
he was surrounded on all sides by ferocious animals and when it was dark
these animals began to prowl about, looking for something to eat for their
mates and their own young, and they liked the taste of human beings. It was
a world where you must either eat or be eaten, and life was very unhappy
because 1t was full of fear and misery.

In summer, man was exposed to the scorching rays of the sun, and
during the winter his children would freeze to death in his arms. When such
a creature hurt itself, he had no one to take care of him and he must die a
horrible death.

Like many of the animals who fill the Zoo with their strange noises,
early man liked to jabber. That is to say, he endlessly repeated the same
unintelligible gibberish because it pleased him to hear the sound of his voice.
In due time he learned that he could use this guttural noise to warn his fellow
beings whenever danger threatened and he gave certain little shrieks which
came to mean “there is a tiger!” or “here come five elephants.” Then
the others grunted something back at him and their growl meant, “I see
them,” or “Iet us run away and hide.” And this was probably the origin of
all language.

But, as I have said before, of these beginnings we know so very little.
Early man had no tools and he built himself no houses. He lived and died
and left no trace of his existence except a few collar-bones and a few pieces
of his skull. These tell us that many thousands of years ago the world was
inhabited by certain mammals who were quite different from all the other
animals —who had probably developed from another unknown ape-like
animal which had learned to walk on its hind-legs and use its fore-paws
as hands—and who were most probably connected with the creatures who
happen to be our own immediate ancestors,

It 1s little enough we know and the rest is darkness.
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THE BEGINNING OF CIVILISATION IN THE
VALLEY OF THE NILE

The history of man is the record of a hungry creature in search of food.
Wherever food was plentiful, thither man has travelled to make his home.

The fame of the Valley of the Nile must have spread at an early date.
From the interior of Africa and from the desert of Arabia and from the
western part of Asia people had flocked to Egypt to claim their share of the
rich farms. Together these invaders had formed a new race which called itself

“Remi” or “the Men” just as we sometimes call America “God’ s own
country” . They had good reason to be grateful to a Fate which had carried
them to this narrow strip of land. In the summer of each year the Nile turned
the valley into a shallow lake and when the waters receded all the grainfields
and the pastures were covered with several inches of the most fertile clay.

In Egypt a kindly river did the work of a million men and made it
possible to feed the teeming population of the first large cities of which we
have any record. It is true that all the arable land was not in the valley. But a
complicated system of small canals and well-sweeps catried water from the
river-level to the top of the highest banks, and an even more intricate system
of irrigation trenches spread it throughout the land.

While man of the prehistoric age had been obliged to spend sixteen
hours out of every twenty-four gathering food for himself and the members
of his tribe, the Egyptian peasant or the inhabitant of the Egyptian city
found himself possessed of a certain leisure. He used this spare time to make
himself many things that were merely ornamental and not the least bit useful.
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The story of mankind

More than that. One day he discovered that his brain was capable of
thinking all kinds of thoughts which had nothing to do with the problems of
eating and sleeping and finding a home for the children. The Egyptian began
to speculate upon many strange problems that confronted him. Where did the
stars come from? Who made the noise of the thunder which frightened him
so terribly? Who made the River Nile rise with such regularity that it was
possible to base the calendar upon the appearance and the disappearance of
the annual floods? Who was he, himself, a strange little creature surrounded
on all sides by death and sickness and yet happy and full of laughter?

He asked these many questions and certain people obligingly stepped
forward to answer these inquiries to the best of their ability. The Egyptians
called them “priests” and they became the guardians of his thoughts and
gained great respect in the community. They were highly learned men
who were entrusted with the sacred task of keeping the written records.
They understood that it is not good for man to think only of his immediate
advantage in this world and they drew his attention to the days of the future
when his soul would dwell beyond the mountains of the west and must give
an account of his deeds to Osiris, the mighty God who was the Ruler of
the Living and the Dead and who judged the acts of men according to their
merits. Indeed, the priests made so much of that future day in the realm
of Isis and Osiris that the Egyptians began to regard life merely as a short
preparation for the Hereafter and turned the teeming valley of the Nile into a
land devoted to the Dead.

In a strange way, the Egyptians had come to believe that no soul could
enter the realm of Osiris without the possession of the body which had been
its place of residence in this world. Therefore as soon as a2 man was dead his
relatives took his corpse and had it embalmed. For weeks it was soaked in
a solution of natron and then it was filled with pitch. The Persian word for
pitch was “Mumiai” and the embalmed body was called a “Mummy.” It
was wrapped in yards and yards of specially prepared linen and it was placed
in a specially prepared coffin ready to be removed to its final home. But an

Egyptian grave was a real home where the body was surrounded by pieces of
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The story of mankind

furniture and musical instruments (to while away the dreary hours of waiting)
and by little statues of cooks and bakers and barbers (that the occupant of
this dark home might be decently provided with food and need not go about
unshaven).

Originally these graves had been dug into the rocks of the western
mountains but as the Egyptians moved northward they were obliged to build
their cemeteries in the desert. The desert however is full of wild animals
and equally wild robbers and they broke into the graves and disturbed the
mummy or stole the jewelry that had been buried with the body. To prevent
such unholy desecration the Egyptians used to build small mounds of stones
on top of the graves. These little mounds gradually grew in size, because the
rich people built higher mounds than the poor and there was a good deal of
competition to see who could make the highest hill of stones.

The record was made by King Khufu, whom the Greeks called Cheops
and who lived thirty centuries before our era. His mound, which the Greeks
called a pyramid (because the Egyptian word for high was pir-em-us) was
over five hundred feet high.

It covered more than thirteen acres of desert which is three times as
much space as that occupied by the church of St. Peter, the largest edifice of
the Christian world.

During twenty years, over a hundred thousand men were busy carrying
the necessary stones from the other side of the river— ferrying them across
the Nile (how they ever managed to do this, we do not understand), dragging
them in many instances a long distance across the desert and finally hoisting
them into their correct position. But so well did the King’ s architects and
engineers perform their task that the narrow passage-way which leads to the
royal tomb in the heart of the stone monster has never yet been pushed out of
shape by the weight of those thousands of tons of stone which press upon it

from all sides.
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