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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26,1564, in Stratford-on-
Avon, England, the third child of John Shakespeare, a well-to-do merchant, and
Mary Arden, his wife. Young William probably attended the Stratford grammar
school, where he learned English, Greek, and Latin. Historians aren’t sure of
the exact date of Shakespeare’s birth.

In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583 the couple
had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the twins, Hamnet and Judith.
Somewhere between 1585 and 1592 Shakespeare went to London, where he
became first an actor and then a playwright. His acting company, The King’s
Men, appeared most often in the Globe theatre, a part of which Shakespeare
himself owned.

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven plays, several
nondramatic poems and a number of sonnets. In 1611 when he left the active
life of the theatre, he returned to Stratford and became a country gentleman,
living in the second-largest house in town. For five years he lived a quiet
life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare died and was buried in
Trinity Church in Stratford. From his own time to the present, Shakespeare is
considered one of the greatest writers of the English-speaking world.
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Venice is the famous Italian city built along canals* bordered**
with beautiful homes. Many years ago, late at night, two men were
walking together.

You are a strange
man, lago! you say
you hate Othello,
the general you
serve so well?

Othello had first
come as a soldier
from another
country to serve
the people of
Venice. Since
then he had
become a great
hero.

* man-made waterways
** set along the side of something
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IWWOTES
Venice ['venis]

n. AJEM(E KA 2R T)
canal [ka'nael] n. & T
border ['bo:da(r)]

V. fie 4 E
border with f&------ ik,

strange [streind3] a. #1143
general [d3enaral] n. # %
serve [s3:v] V. JRAL

soldier ['sauldza(n)] n. +%&
great [gre1t] a. X

hero ['hiarou] n. 34
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even though & /A, A&

command [ke'ma:nd] n. 454%

in command 45 4%

leader [li:da(r)]
n. AL HHEH

pay dearly ['disli] for # - i+ sk
E X KM

mischief [mist[if]n. & . B E.
aE

signor ['siznjoi(r)] n. 7

take away Jz.-- - A

Even though | am a better soldier,
he chose Michael Cassio to be his
next in command!

Oh, but | have a plan,
Roderigo. In serving him,
| will really be taking care
of myself! He will pay
dearly for this.

And now the mischief starts!
Here is Signor* Brabantio’s

house—Ilet us wake him and let
him know that his daughter has

been taken away!

So now | am only one of
his officers instead of a real
leader. | hate Othello for this!

—

Well, | wouldn't
continue to serve
him if | felt that

Signor Brabantio! Signor
Brabantio!

* a title given to a noble (and usually rich) Italian citizen



What is the meaning of all this noise

at this hour of the night?

What, have you
lost your wits?
Who are you?

" a person from the northern part of Africa

Roderigo.

Your daughter,
Desdemona, has
been stolen away by

| have told you before that my
daughter is not for you! You will
be punished for this trick!

Sir, check
Desdemona’s
room. If your
daughter is
inside, then
punish me
any way that
you choose!

Servants! Bring
me a light!
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IWOTES
Moor [mo:(r)] n. 7F RAK & 3F
MG A ERag Koak)
wit [wrt] n. (pl.) %7

lose one's wits AR, KA EE
punish [pantf]v. &7
trick [trik] n. st . EAFE

check [tfek] v. # &, #7af
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WOTES
have a part # 5
upset [ap'set] a. &l & &L 0%
meanwhile ['mi:nwail]
ad. [ iy
in danger ['deind3a(r)] # /&M

While Brabantio went to look
for his daughter, lago made
other plans.

Brabantio was even more
upset when he returned.

| must leave now
so that Othello
doesn’t know
I’ve had any part

| She is gone!
Roderigo, tell
me, are they
married?

TN

Then help me,
Roderigo! | will get
my soldiers and we
will look for them.

Brabantio for the
bad things he
said about you!

Meanwhile, lago hurried to Othello and

told him that his life was in danger.

It's good that
you didn't,
lago. | love

his daughter
Desdemona,
and | think that
he will come to
see my side of
things.




The Duke of Venice is calling for you, General
Othello. There is trouble with the Turks in
Cyprus*. The Senate** is meeting now.

Just then Cassio
arrived with a
message.

Here comes Senator
Brabantio! Be care-
ful, Othello!

Good Signor [lYou have taken I will be glad This is true,
Brabantio, away my to talk to you Signor. | am
this is no time [lldaughter with about this oA
for fighting! your magic! | later. But you have
will have you now | must also been
punished! meet with the sent for.

This late at
night? Well,
let us go.
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IWWOTES
duke [dju:k] n. 2 #&
Turk [ta:k] n. £FLA
Cyprus ['saipras] n.
(P iR —8)
senate ['senat]n. T#%
senator ['senata(r)]
n. LR
send for & ", ik A

KA 5& My

“an island in the Mediterranean Sea near Turkey

** a group of men elected to help govern a state or country
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Meanwhile,
the duke and
his advisors
were waiting
for Othello.

Sir, the reports all

say that a fleet of
{ ships from Turkey
il is headed for

== vﬂw‘.,wm{.—-—w >

o

Brave Othello, we
beg you to sail for
Cyprus right away!

IWWOTES
advisor [ad'vaiza(r)]
n. KE. M

fleet [fli:t] n. AP, A5 A
head for -+ A
forgive [fo'giv] v. Riz. 2

concern [kan's3:n] v. % & #|

* has something to do with

Dear sir, forgive me.

| have not come
about this business,
but about a personal
problem. It concerns*
my daughter!

Why, what is
the matter?

(

Is she
dead?




f\Whoever has
{ done this will be

She is as
good as dead

| thank you, sir! Here is the man,
this Moor!

d punished—even
if it should by
my own son!

to me. She
has been
stolen away

It is true that | have
married this man’s
daughter—and that
| love her.

But | beg you, send for
Desdemona and let her
tell you whether | used
magic to win her love.

Bring Desdemona
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WOTES

be as good as /L-f. %I+ Lk

steal [sti:l] v. fii &

steal sb. away 42 % A5 A&

whoever [hu:'eva(r)] pron. £t
#, i

even if #pi&
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Good lago, please Tell us

go for Desdemona. Othello.
Until she comes, | =
will tell my part of
the story.

Many times Brabantio, her
father, invited me to his house.
He always asked me questions
about my life and the battles |

have fought all over the world.

INOTES

battle [baetl] n. . 7L, T8k
look on JE IR AL -+

obey [a'ber] v. IRA. A

Desdemona listened
as often as she
could. Her eyes, as

they looked upon
me, began to show

| think my very own Please hear
daughter would have Desdemona
done the same. speak. Come,
TN % child, tell this
- group about
the person
you should
most obey.

£ v !5
| W i



My good father, | will always
respect you. But now my
duty is to my husband, just

That's enough for me. Othello, my
daughter is yours. Now let us get
on with our problems with Turkey.

as my mother’s was to you.

)
v.‘-;.
,\a

J

‘Al

Othello, you must sail at once
for Cyprus to protect it from
the Turks.

I will, sir. But | will
need a place for
Desdemona to stay.

S )
q
-
- — )
2

Oh, Yes! | want to go
with my husband!

“place something or someone in another’ s care

| shall leave it to you, Othello.
But you mustleave tonight.

I will entrust* my
wife to good lago.
He and his wife
Emilia will bring
Desdemona to
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=8, BE

INOTES

get on with 4 4:(-F % F)
leave sth. to sb.

entrust [in'trast] v. &4t




nE: "B, RET
FHRIPHRER: "X/l
EE/RA D W BEARBEIR B 2R
%, HRBEREH "
BED. "4, hwHELEN
B9 SRR, 2R, A
TE—IEHESEIARE T
BRRARKEE, RPT IR
TEEL

TRBEx. "—BALBLER
BBLERET, RRFER
= REEERTAR. T
TR: ‘57, 2A2BAl B
ANBEAS BB "

Watch out for her,
Moor! If she has
deceived* her father,

she may also deceive

No, she is faithful to me. Come,
Desdemona, we have only a
little time left to spend together.

Soon no one was left but lago
and Roderigo.

WOTES

watch out for %o, 2%
deceive [di'siiv] v. #dm. Kk
faithful [fe1Bfl] a. * 049
drown [draun] v. (1£)#& %

* fooled, tricked

| suffer too much
when | see Des-
demona’s love
for Othello! |
think | will drown
myself.

Come, be
a man! A
man would
never
drown
himself for




Desdemona will not love the
Moor for long. She will be yours,
and | will help you get her.
Gather all the money you have
and bring it to me tomorrow.

Then lago was left alone.

What a fool Roderigo is! Yet |
can use him and his money in
my revenge* on Othello. And
maybe | can use Cassio to make
the Moor crazy with jealousy**!

stood talking.

A few days later in Cyprus, some men A ship from Venice

commanded by

Good news! The
storm that struck us
yesterday has sunk
most of the enemy

How do
you know?

" getting even with someone

" wanting what someone else has

Michael Cassio has
just landed with
the news!
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IWWOTES

revenge [ri'vendz] n. &L

in revenge on @) 1Rt

jealousy [dzelasi] n. 4.2

sunk [sank] v. (sink@)id 4 513])
f&£TFix

command [ke'ma:nd] v. 454%




