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PRECIS

(ELRE)

In 1the academic history of modern China, Wang
Kuo—wei(1887—1927), as explorer in several fields, can
be said be of greatest achievement in humanities, which
earned him an international fame.

The age Wang Kuo—wet lived was an age of great
tumults in China, but it is also an age of great develop-
ment of scholarship. Wang’s life as a scholar might be
roughly divided into four stages. In his childhood and ear-
ly youth, the road he followed was that of a traditional
Chinese intellectual with the goal of the offical degree of
Hsiu—ts’ ai which he obtained. In the second stage
(1894—1911), he was devoted to the study of Western
thoughts. He diligently studied the languages of English
and Japanese, the philosophy and aesthetics of Schopen-
hauer, kant and Schiller. He was the first to introduce ide-
as of above mentioned philosophors to Chinese people,
with an aim at wakening Chinese intellectuals to look at
life from a different perspective. The poems incorpora-
ting his novel life experience was once widely read and
highly praised. Critic Essay on the Dream of the Red
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Chamber was a bold trial to analyze an Chinese classic with Schopen-
hauerianideas. Deemed as the greatest work in the history of critism of
traditional poems,Jen—chien tz’ u—hua (Talks on tz’u in theHuman
World) , which still bears great influence upon modern scholars, shows
the co—influence of Eastern and western ideas. The third stage is a
stage of Chinese Classics. After the Xinhai Revolution, he went to Ja-
pan and his interest was turned to traditional Chinese culture Examina-
tion of Sung and Yuan Drama, the first book in the very field, had
broadened the Scope of Chinese litcrary studies. (Japenese version a-
vailable now. ) With the facilities of newly excavated artifacts, he stud-
ied Jiagu ancient language,Dunhuang records and books,wooden books
of Han,phonology and archeology. In 1916, he went back to Shanghai
to continue his studies. The last stage of his scholarship is a stage of
harvest (1924—1927). Settled in peking. he was given a professorate
first in Division of Chinese Classics of Peking University, then in the
College of Chinese Classics of Tsinghua University. In this period,
Wang Kuo—wei made great contribution particularly on history of pre-
historic China,of Mongonia ahd that of yuan.

The methodology of Wang Kuo—wei in academic studies is of last-
ing influence. In studying cultural history, he used the method of Doub-
le Proof first,which is to compare the newly excavated materials(such
as bones with Jiagu Language and other artifacts) with the recorded e-
vent in the historical books todraw new conclusions. The traditional
Chinese historical study,at that time, following a principle of Believing
in the Ancients, was factually confined within the Confucian classics.
The emergingschool of Doubting wanted to reexamine historical study,
however, they were so incredulous that they went to the extremety of
skeptism. The methodology of Wang, instead, was ‘ to prove the
Ancients’or ‘ to explain the Ancients’. In his own word, it is to ‘let
facts decide for facts’.

In this book, the author has been trying to present a vivid portrait
of Wang Kuo—wei,with details of his life,interests, feelings, teaching,
family and friends.

Wang lived in a peoriod of great cultural change. Though his aca-
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demic methodology was up—to—date;, his ideas and feelings had mainly
been left in the past dynasty. The burden of traditional culture made it
impossible for him to be adapted to the current of society. Taking
Quyuan, the ancient poet,as his example to follow, he commited suicide
with imagination that he was dying for the Chinese culture. His suicide,
taken as a cultural phenomenon, has been examined in this book.

The author attachs great importance to first—hand materials. The
original manuscript of Jen—Chien Tz’u Hua and manyletters of Wang
Kuo—wei used in this book were unpublished before. Other unpublished
manuscripts of Wang has also beenused.

The study of cultural legacy of Wang Kao—wei will constitute an
integral part of the Chinese cultural history and will also be an source
of development of Chinese scholarship.
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