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Early life BRE4:F

Florence Nightingale was born in 1820. Her parents were visiting
Florence, in Italy. She was named after the city. Florence had one
older sister called Parthenope. They lived with their parents.
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Florence’s parents were very rich. Like many rich girls of the time,

Florence did not go to school. But she was a good student. Her father
taught her foreign languages, history and mathematics.
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Nursing the sick #®#A

Florence’s childhood was happy. As she grew older, Florence parents
thought she should find a rich young man and settle down as a wife
and mother.
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Florence realized that what she wanted was to nurse the sick. At the time,
nurses were often uneducated old women. They were nothing like Florence!

Her parents would not allow it!
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Wishing and hoping i&gf#22

Florence read all the books and reports she could about health and
hospitals. She became an expert on the ways to keep people healthy
and make them better when they became ill.
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When she was 30, Florence went to Germany with some friends.
She visited a nursing institute at Kaiserswerth. This was where
she wanted to study!
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Nurse Nightingale #+&T#&/R

In 1851 Florence’s parents finally allowed her to go to Kaiserswerth. She
also went to Paris, in France, to work as a nurse. When Florence returned
she worked at a hospital for sick women in London.
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In 1854 Florence heard about the bad conditions for soldiers injured
in the Crimean War between Britain and Russia. She had to do

something.
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‘The Lady with the Lamp’ “#2T& 1"

Florence gathered together supplies and a group of nurses. They
travelled to Scutari Hospital in Turkey. Most of the injured soldiers

were sent to Scutari.
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The men were happy to have cleaner wards and better food. They called
Florence ‘ The Lady with the Lamp’ because she walked around the
hospital every night comforting patients.
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A national hero Rig#®1#

When the war ended in 1856, Florence was famous. Even Queen
Victoria wanted to meet her. In 1860 Florence set up the Nightingale
School for Nurses in London.
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Everyone wanted Florence’s help and advice about hospitals and health.

During her life nursing had become a respected profession. She died in
1910.
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