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UNIT 1
International Radio Broadcasters

F—HT
E R &

Part one. Discussion

B840 Wik

Radio broadcasting is an audio (sound) broadcasting service, traditionally
broadcast through the air as radio waves (a form of electromagnetic’ radiation)
from a transmitter? to an antenna® and thus to a receiving device. Stations can be
linked in radio networks to broadcast common programming, either in
syndication® or simulcast® or both. Audio broadcasting also can be done via cable
FM, local wire networks, satellite and the Internet. The best known type of
radio station are the ones that broadcast via radio waves. These include
foremost AM and FM stations. Several subtypes®, namely commercial, public
and nonprofit varieties as well as student-run campus radio stations and hospital

radio stations can be found throughout the developed world.

« Vocabulary and Notes {5iC 58

1. electromagnetic /ilektrouv'meegnitik/ adj. H B BJ. B electro-(H BJ) HI

1



magnetic(BER BFA TR .

2. transmitter /treenz'mrta/ n. (GZRH) RETHL.

3. antenna /een'tens/ n. a device that sends and receives - television or radio
signals X2k, & : EEIER N antennae,

4. syndication /isindi'keifon/ n. b EKASHLRIL; Fdmik. % B syndicate
/'sincikit/ n. 3EHM, B EES AR,

5. simulcast /'simalkaist/ n. a program which is broadcast at the same time on
radio and television, or on more than one channel [&] % # #. &
simultaneous( [F]H{ i) 1 broadcast (380 BB AR, .

6. subtype /'sabtaip/ n. YAS; FRR, FH sub-FRETFE KT T, W
subdivide v. ¥E—F404,subculture n. W4k,

What is your general impression on radio broadcasting in China? Please give

examples to illustrate your ideas.

Part Two. Text

BER3: X

BBC Radio Broadcasting

BBC is the world’s largest broadcasting corporation. It has 28,500 employees in
the United Kingdom alone with an annual budget of more than £ 4 billion/ $8
billion. As a public service broadcaster, the BBC is a guasi-autonomeuns® public
corporation. The Corporation is run by the BBC Trust; and it is, per its
charter®, supposed to be “free from both political and commercial influence and
answers only to its viewers and listeners”.
The BBC has five major national stations;
Radio 1 (“the best new music and entertainment”) .



Radio 2 (the UK’s most listened to radio station, with 12.9 million weekly
listeners)

Radio 3 (specialist-interest music such as classical, world, arts, drama and
jazz)

Radio 4 (current affairs, drama and comedy)

Radio 5 Live (24 hour news, sports and talk)

B|B|C RADIO
RADIO

In recent years, some further national stations have been introduced on digital

gaE FIVE
RADIO | (VE

radio platforms including Five Live Sports Extra (a companion to Five Live for
additional events coverage), 1Xtra (for black, urban and gospel ®> music), 6
Music (less mainstream* genres® of music), BBC 7 (comedy, drama & children’s
programming) and BBC Asian Network (British South Asian talk, music and
news in English and in many South Asian languages), a station which had
evolved from BBC Local Radio origins in the 1970s and still is broadcast on
Medium Wave frequencies in some parts of England. In addition, the BBC

World Service is now also broadcast nationally in the UK on DAB.

There is also a network of local stations with a mixture of talk, news and music
in England and the Channel Islands as well as national stations (Nations’ radio)
of BBC Radio Wales, BBC Radio Cymru (in Welsh), BBC Radio Scotland,
BBC Radio nan Gaidheal (in Scots Gaelic), BBC Radio Ulster, and BBC Radio
Foyle.

For a world-wide audience, the BBC produces the BBC World Service funded by
the Foreign Office, which is broadcast worldwide on shortwave radio, and on
DAB Digital Radio in the UK. The World Service is a major source of news and
information progl.'amming and can be received in 150 capital cities worldwide,

with a weekly audience estimate® of 163 million listeners worldwide. The Service

3



currently broadcasts in 33 languages and dialects (including English), though

not all languages are broadcast in all areas.

In 2005, the BBC announced that it would substantially” reduce its radio
broadcasting in Eastern European languages and divert resources instead
to a new Arabic language satellite TV broadcasting station (including radio and
online content) in the Middle East launched in 2007. Since 1943, the
BBC has also provided radio programming to the British Forces
Broadcasting Service, which broadcasts in countries where British troops are

stationed.

All of the national, local, and regional BBC radio stations, as well as the BBC
World Service, are available over the Internet in the RealAudio streaming
format. In April 2005, the BBC began trials offering a limited number of radio

programs as podcasts®.

Historically, the BBC was the only (legal) radio broadcaster based in the UK
mainland until 1967, when University Radio York (URY), then under the
name Radio York, was launched as the first (and now oldest) legal independent
radio station in the country. However, the BBC did not enjoy a complete

¥ stations (such as Radio

monopoly ° before this as several Continental
Luxembourg!') broadcast programs in English to Britain since the 1930s and the

Isle of Man based Manx Radio began in 1964.

«_Vocabulary and Notes {T;C 5%

1. quasi-autonomous adj. ¥EEHIGHY. RIZR quasi-FR L7 “L1” . “H”,Hn. a
quasi-official body kB 5 Hl{4 ; quasi-judicial #¥ERIEMH.

2. per its charter FRHE /Gl R, per ZEIH AR R AR BHE”, i1 The books were
sent per express. FAMRENM FiE ., IAEH HKIE KX R as per. charter
/'tfats/ n. a formal document describing the rights, aims, or principles of

an organization or group of people(/A &) i) 22,



10.

11.

. gospel /'gospal/ n. (EYYE gospel music) a style of religious music that uses

strong rhythms and vocal harmony, it is especially popular among black
Christians in the southern United States of America & & %. ZWET
Gospel, BI XL HCEERD.

. mainstream /'meinstriim/ n. the most usual ideas or methods, or the people

who have these ideas or methods E£ i,

. genre /3amr/ n. a particular type of art, writing, music etc, which has

certain features that all examples of this type share (L ESR M) R A, 4
4. Novel and short story are different genres. K&N/MEMESHNEEARR
i3I8

. estimate /'estimert/ n. an approximate calculation of a quantity or value 1
PP q y

PHBG f5 . B0 The expert’s estimate is that the painting is worth
$3,000. % FAETHXM@E{E 3 000 JC.

. substantially /sob'steen[(2) 11/ adv. to a great extent or degree X {k . %

. The terms of sale, the banker pointed out, had already been
substantially agreed. MAIBITRE H, HENRZBCERE EHREZT.

. podcast /pod'kast/ n. the method of distributing multimedia files, such as

audio or video programs, over the Internet using syndication feeds, for
playback on mobile devices and personal computers #&% (B4 T 2005 4E,
SERK ipod Fl broadcast BRI BEE S HD .

. monopoly /ma'nopali/ n. sole right to supply or trade in some commodity or

service € B s & LA ZH. 40, In some countries, tobacco is a
government monopoly. FEHFEEHEK , MERKIFHNEER.

Continental //konti'nentl/ aedj. (mainly BRIT) situated on or belonging to
the continent of Europe except for Britain (BRI E &M B K pEfy . X2
BB SR E TR, B E S SR KRR B P K, S E AT L F /A
B i) Continent #54E BR¥H KB .

Luxembourg /'luksombag/ n. SEE, 2SS HREBRAE, M THEE. LA B
MEEZ .,



«g Reading Comprehension Questions [Zi%IEf2

How large is the BBC? What kind of broadcasting corporation is the BBC?
What major national stations does the BBC consist of?
What is the digital development of the BBC?

What has the BBC done to serve its world-wide audience?

« Exercises %3

A. Decide whether the following statements are true or false,

1.

The BBC is a public service broadcaster and the world’s largest broadcasting

corporation.

. The BBC is completely free from both political and commercial influence and

answers only to its viewers and listeners.

. In addition to its five major national stations, the BBC has other national

stations on digital radio platforms.

. The BBC World Service is broadcast both worldwide and in the UK on

shortwave radio.

. We can have an easy access to all of the national, local and regional BBC

radio stations and the BBC World Service over the Internet now.

~

Fill in the blank in each sentence with the appropriate form of the given word in
the bracket.
. The success of the villagers’ program over the past 15 years has

provided valuable experience for the introduction of further democratic

reforms. (autonomous)

. The company revealed the 15 most employees for their

contributions to its development over the past three decades. (influence)

. In biology, is change in the inherited traits of a population of



