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CHAIRMAN:

STUDENT A:

CHAIRMAN:

STUDENT B:

STUDENT A:
CHAIRMAN:

STUDENT B:

Unit 1
TEXT
At a Meeting

(Mr. Brown, Principal of the School): Good
morning, everyone. Let’s begin. 1 see the first
item on the agenda is “Complaints about school
canteen lunches”.

Yes, my class asked me to find out if anything
could be done about improving the standard.
You know the actual food isn’t so bad, but there
doesn’t seem to be much variety in the way it’s
cooked. Must we always have the potatoes
boiled? And cabbage can be made more attrac-
tive if it’s cooked in butter instead of water.
Someone even suggested that we send the cooks
to Paris on a course.

I'm afraid the school couldn’t afford extravagant
things like that. We might get the cooks to use
their imagination a bit, I suppose. Perhaps put a
few new recipes in the kitchen for them to read.

Could we get the students to offer suggestions
for meals they would like?

That might offend the cooks.

You know, catering for large numbers is really
quite a problem. I think perhaps you don’t
always realize how difficult it is.

I have a brilliant idea. What if we offered to
help in the kitchen? If we did the extra work
ourselves, it wouldn’t cost the school anything,
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CHAIRMAN:

STUDENT A:

CHAIRMAN:

STUDENT B:

STUDENT A:

CHAIRMAN:

SECRETARY:

and it would give us the experience of seeing the
difficulties of preparing food for large numbers.
And we could perhaps occasionally, very polite-
ly of course, make seme suggestions.

I can’t see anything wrong with that at all. [
will arrange it with the canteen staff, and we’ll
see how it works. Who will be the first
volunteer?

As it was my class who complained, shall 1 be
the first?

All right, Jean-Philippe. You report to the
Kitchen Manager on Monday at 12:00 and we’ll
see what happens. What’s next? “Suggestions for
school excursions.”

My class asked me to find out whether the
school could arrange for us to go to places of
interest. Some of them thought of Oxford, some
Cambridge. A lot of students are interested in
History and would like to go to historical cities
and so on.

Well, I don’t think so myself. I’ve been here for
ages and have been to practically every part of
Britain. I shouldn’t want to waste my time.

But what about the rest of the students? We
ought to think about it. And of course, Jean-
Philippe, no one will force you to go. You could
always stay behind and learn your irregular
verbs. What do you think, Sarah? Couldn’t we
manage to arrange something?

Yes, of course. A trip once a month, and T
suggest Windsor Castle to start with. Then we
could go to Bath, or Brighton.



CHAIRMAN: That seems to be all the important matters dealt
with. Is there anything else?

STUDENT B: My class asked me to say that they felt very
cold in the classroom, and was it possible to put
the central heating on.

CHAIRMAN: Actually it is on, but perhaps it’s not working
properly. I'll look into it. Well, if that’s all, we'll
close the meeting and meet here again next
Tuesday at the same time. Thank you all very
much, and don’t forget to ask your class for any
more suggestions or points.

WORDS & EXPRESSIONS

1. principal /'prinsepal/ n.=head
A principal is the person in charge of a school or
a college.

2. agenda /o'dzends/ n.
An agenda is a list of items to be discussed at a
meeting.

3. complaint /kom'pleint/ n.
A complaint is a statement in which you express
your dissatisfaction with a particular situation.

4. canteen /kan'ti:n/ n.=cafeteria
A canteen is a part of a factory or other place of
work where workers go to eat.

5. find out =discover
If you find out something, you learn something
that you did not already know, especially by
making a deliberate effort to do so.

6. actual /'aktfsol/ a.
Actual is used to emphasize that you are referring

3



to a real-place, object, person, etc, and not an
imaginary one.
7. variety /va'rast1/ n.
If something has variety, it consists of things
which are different from each other.
8. cabbage /'kabidz/ n.
A cabbage is a vegetable which looks like a large
ball of leaves.
9. extravagant /ik'straevagent/ a.
Something that is extravagent costs more money
than is reasonable or than you can afford.
10. recipe /'resipi/ n.
A recipe is a list of ingredients and a set of
instructions that tell you how to cook something.
11. offend /o'fend/ v.
If you offend someone, you upset or embarrass
them by doing something rude or tactless.
12. catering /'keitoriy/ n.
Catering is the provision of food and drink for a
large number of people at a wedding party, etc.
13. brilliant /'briljont/ a.=great
You say brilliant or that something is brilliant
when you are very pleased about it or think that
1t is very good; used in informal British English.
14. occasionally/s'keizonali/ ad.
Occasionally means happening or being present
sometimes, but not regularly or often.
15. arrange /o'reind3/ v.=fix, organize
If you arrange something for someone, you make
it possible for them to have it or to do it.
16. staff /sta:f/ n.
The staff of an organization are the people who



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

work for it.

volunteer /,vplan'tia/ n.
A volunteer is someone who does work, especially
socially useful work, for whick they are not paid.

excursion /ik'sks:;fan/ n.=outing
An excursion is a short journey, especially one
that you make for a particular purpose.

to start with
You use to start with or for a start to introduce
the first of a number of things or reasons that you
want to mention or could mention,

deal with =handle
When you deal with something that needs
attention, for example, a situation or a problem,
you do what is necessary to achieve the result
you want.

look into =investigate
If you look into a particular problem, subject,
situation, etc, you find out and examine the facts
related to it.

NOTES ON THE TEXT

. My class asked me to find out....

Here class is used to refer to a group of pupils or students
who are taught together,e.g.

Some of the class will ask some boring questions.
Must we always have the potatoes boiled?
When have is followed by a direct object and a participle or
infinitive (without to), three meanings are possible.
a. ‘Cause somebody or something to do something’ or

‘Cause something to be done’. (The object+infinitive
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structure is used most often, in this sense, in American
English. The exact meaning is ‘tell somebody to do
something’)e.g.
I had everybody fill out a form. (especially
American) ‘
He had us laughing all through the meal.
I really must have my watch repaired.
b. ‘Experience an event or action’,e.g.
It’s lovely to have people smile at you in the
street.
I woke up in the night and found we had water
dripping through the ceiling.
She had some money stolen.
c. These structures are very common with will not (won’t),
in the sense of ‘refuse to allow or accept a situation’,e.g.
I won’t have you tell/telling me what to do.
I will not have my house turned into a hotel.

3. We might get the cooks to use their imagination a bit.
The structure get+direct object+infinitive often has the
special purpose of persuasion,e.g.

Get her to stay for dinner if you can.
You'll never get me to agree.
4. What if we offered to help in the kitchen?
What if and suppose are both used to introduce sentences
containing suggestions. The verb can be present or past; a
past verb makes the suggestion sound less definite,e.g.
What if we invite your mother next week and go away
the week after?
What if I came tomorrow instead of this afternoon?
‘Daddy, can I watch TV?——‘Suppose you did your
homework first?’
5. If we did the extra work ourselves, it wouldn’t cost the
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school anything.
The use of subjunctive here is to make the suggestion more
tentative,e.g.
If you phoned (were to phone) me tomorrow, I could
help you straight away.
If she tried harder next time, she would pass the exam.
6. But what about the rest of the students?
You say what about at the beginning of a question when
you make a suggestion or offer, but in the above sentence
what about is used more like a command,e.g.
What about following us in your car?

WELL-KNOWN SAYINGS

Variety’s the very spice of life,
That gives it all its flavour.
——Cowpel

What’s one man’s poison, signior,
Is another’s meat or drink.
— Beaumont and Fletcher

Too many cooks spoil the broth.

USE OF ENGLISH: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. In pairs, ask and answer these questions:

1. What did the students complain about?

2. Why did some of the students suggest that the cooks
should be sent to Paris on a course? Why not other
places? .

3. In which way did they think they might get the cooks to
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