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LESSON 1

Will $mith

Hardest-Working Man in Hollywood

Birth Name Willard Christopher Smith Jr.
Birth Date and Place September 25, 1968; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Home a ranch near Malibu, California




Think About What You Know

Have you ever had to work very hard to get something that you wanted? What
happened? How did it make you feel? Read the article to find out how hard Will
Smith works.

WUrd pﬂWEl‘

What do the words below tell you about the article?

charming adj. % % 77 t4 confident adj. HEUH, BEH

rapper ». %8 R F star vi. £ %

intelligent adj. B3 UA By, JE 2 7 B8 69 crew . 24 A R ;
career n R, T, 4 E canopy n. F A %

neacling Skill

Main Idea and Supporting Details ( EEEBEFMEIFMAY )
—BRXEFREFEHNEERXZEMEL (mainidea) . FABELIMENK
%, RZBRBEREEWERAR, BRETHNE-IMHTFHEMETHEREXW,
XAEEH A F o B #F T (supporting details) . EHER T, kX oEH —
MNIFRRAEFHMEL, BRENE - HBEFTRZEAEL, F—AZENE—F
MEAXREAEBEEN—NEH, E2dHELEXHF,

Main Idea Last night I went to see a movie. I went with a friend.

Supporting  We decided to see a funny movie. We bought a bag of
Details popcorn to share. The movie made us laugh out loud.

“Last night | went to see a movie” is the main idea. Can you give two reasons
why this is the main idea?



Will $mith

Hardest-Working Man in Hollywood

He’s smart. He’s funny. And he’s charming. But these are not the only reasons
why Will Smith is a star. The truth is that Smith is one of the hardest workers
in Hollywood.

Will Smith grew up in Philadelphia. He has two sisters and one brother.
Smith’s father was very strict. He made sure his children followed the rules. He
would not let them be messy or lazy. Even their sock drawers had to be neat.

Smith’s father expected his children to do well in school. That was not
a problem for Will. As a boy, he loved science. He dreamed of becoming a
scientist. “From the age of about 10 to 15, that’s all  wanted to be,” he says.

But Smith was good at lots of other things as well. When he was 12, he began
to fool around with music. He turned out to be a pretty good rapper. By age 16,
he was calling himself the Fresh Prince.

Smith worked with another young rapper, D] Jazzy Jeff. At first Smith used
foul language like other rappers. But then his grandmother found his music
book. She read it and wrote a note in the back. He remembers that the note
said:

“Dear Willard,

“Truly intelligent people ‘do not have to use these types of words to express
themselves.”

That was all it took. Smith did not want to hurt his grandmother’s feelings.
He knew how much she loved him. As he says, she “believed I could do
anything.” From then on, he wrote different music. It was still rap. But it had
clean language. People loved it.

In 1985, when Smith was 17, he had to make a hard choice. A record company
gave him and Jazzy Jeff a chance to record their music. On the one hand, he
wanted a career in music. But on the other hand, he wanted to go to college. He
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had been planning to go to MIT. That’s one of the best colleges in the country.
Smith could keep making music. Or he could go to MIT and study computers.
Will’s parents told him it was his choice. They would stand behind him no
matter what he did.

In the end, Smith chose music. By the time he was 21, he had won his first
Grammy Award. He had also won the hearts of many people in Hollywood.
Smith was friendly to everyone. He was always smiling. And there was
something else. He believed in himself. He was so confident that he made
others believe too.

Smith had never been an actor. He had never taken a single acting class. But
he put out the word that he would like to be on TV. Soon he had his own TV
show (The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air).

Next Smith began making movies. He starred in such hits as Independence
Day (1996) and Men in Black (1997). For his role in Ali (2001), he came close to
winning an Academy Award. Smith became one of the highest-paid actors in
the world. For I, Robot (2004), he made $28 million.

Smith knows he is lucky. He is the first to admit it. But he also knows that
people often make their own luck. They do it through hard work.

“Whoever puts in the most time and works the hardest and wants it the
most is going to win,” he says. “It just doesn’t work out any other way.”
Smith believes that is how he stands out from other actors or rappers.
As he puts it, “Nobody is going to work as hard as me.” He adds, “When
I was growing up, there were rappers who could rap way better than me,
but while they were sleeping, I was rapping. While they were eating, I was

Skill Break

Main Idea and Supporting Details

Look at paragraph 9. The paragraph gives details about two things Will Smith
wanted to do. He wanted to go to college. But he also wanted to make music.
These details support the main idea.

What is the main idea of the paragraph?
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Will Smith stars in the film / Am Legend.

rapping. While they were out chasing girls, I
was rapping.”

Smith isn’t kidding about working hard.
One example came when he was making
Independence Day. The crew was filming in the
Utah desert. It was 120 degrees. A canopy was
set up to give people some shade. Says one
man, “Everyone was under the canopy except
Will. He was still out there being his own
stand-in. That set the tone for the rest of the
movie. Will led by example.”

LT
Of course, Smith has had some hard times
too. His first marriage did not work out. But
in 1997, he married Jada Pinkett. This marriage has lasted. He and Jada have
a son and a daughter. They also spend a lot of time with Smith’s son from

his first marriage.

Will Smith has already had a great career. He’s been a top rapper. He’s been
a star on TV and in the movies. Who knows what might come next? The
man seems able to do almost anything. He has even joked about becoming
the president of the United States. But whatever he does, he will work hard at
it. Says Smith, “If you’re not willing to work hard, let someone else do it. I'd
rather be with someone who does a horrible job but gives 110 percent than
with someone who does a good job and gives 60 percent.”

e e o s 0 e s 0 00 o s o o . e e o o8 80 00 oo ees s e s s s s s e s s
. ° ° e oo o
oo 0 0 00

D Smith likes to play chess D He turned down the
and golf. role of Neo in The Matrix

D He has a brotheranda . (1999).
sister who are twins.
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Activities

u Understanding What You Read

0 Fill in the circle next to the correct answer.
1. As a boy, Smith dreamed about being

O A. ascientist.
O B. arapper.
O C. the president.
2. Smith stopped using bad language in his rap music because

O A. his father found his music and got angry.
O B. Jazzy Jeff wanted him to write clean songs.
O C. he did not want to hurt his grandmother’s feelings.
3. What was the effect of Smith’s getting to record his music with a record company?

O A. He started calling himself the Fresh Prince.
O B. He changed his mind about going to college.
O C. He decided to start making movies.
4. From the information in the article, you can predict that Smith will

O A. star in another TV show.
O B. want to become a sports star.
O C. keep on making hit movies.

5. What lesson about life does this story teach?

O A. Working hard can help you get ahead.
O B. Safety is always the most important thing.
O C. Everyone has a bad day once in a while.

Number of Correct Answers: Part A

E Finding the Main Idea and Supporting Details

‘ Read each paragraph below. Fill in the circle next to the sentence that best states
the main idea of the paragraph.

1. Smith isn’t kidding about working hard. One example came when he was making
Independence Day. The crew was filming in the Utah desert. It was 120 degrees. A
canopy was set up to give people some shade. Says one man, “Everyone was under



the canopy except Will. He was still out there being his own stand-in. That set the
tone for the rest of the movie. Will led by example.”

O A. The crew was filming in the Utah desert.

O B. A canopy was set up to give people some shade.

O C. Will led by example.

2. In the end, Smith chose music. By the time he was 21, he had won his first Grammy
Award. He had also won the hearts of many people in Hollywood. Smith was friendly
to everyone. He was always smiling. And there was something else. He believed in
himself. He was so confident that he made others believe too.

O A. By the time he was 21, Smith had won his first Grammy Award.
O B. He was always smiling.
O C. He believed in himself.

Number of Correct Answers: Part B

E Using Words

’ Complete each sentence with a word from the box. Write the missing word on the
line.

strict intelligent career confident canopy

The girls felt hot in the sun so they set up a

My teacher is very about making me raise my hand in class.

Choosing a job that is right for you could lead to a great

The runner smiled because he felt that he would win the race.

L N

The teacher found the answer quickly.

‘ Choose one word from the box. Write a new sentence using the word.

6. word:

Number of Correct Answers: Part C




n Writing About It

Write a Postcard

0 Write a postcard to Will Smith. Finish the sentences below to write your postcard.
Use the checklist on page 82 to check your work.

Dear Mr. Smith,
[ just read an article about you. | think

you

[ was glad to hear that ) i
Mr. Will Smith
123 Smith Ave.

| hope that you will Willstown, USA

Sincerely,

Lesson 1 Add your correct answers from parts A, B, and C to get your total
score. Then find the percentage for your total score on the chart below.
Record your percentage on the graph on page 84.

Total Score for Parts A, B, and C

Percentage

Total Score

(el 8 (15(23 (31 (38(46|54|62|69|77|85|92|100




