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INTRODUCTION

The Canal Towns in Jiangnan Area mainly refer to the old towns which lie at the
lower reaches of the Yangtze River in the south of Jiangsu Province and north of
Zhejiang Province, and endowed with fertile land, mild climate and rich produce,
this area was inhabited by primitive people many thousand years ago. Natural
villages and towns have formed along small rivers, comprising exquisitely unique
architectural layout. The towns feature white walls and dark tiles, small bridges
and streams, old streets and long lanes. Local color constitutes a unique regional
cultural landscape. These towns vary in style due to different geographic and cultural
environments.

Since 1980s, most of the ancient towns have been modernized with the takeoff
of China's rural economy, losing the original framework. Fortunately, Nanxun,
Wuzhen and Xitang in Zhejiang Province and Tongli, Zhouzhuang and Luzhi in
Jiangsu Province, and Zhujiajiao in Shanghai Municipality have been timely
preserved. In recent years, these old towns have been renovated under the guidance
of experts. With original historic features, they are becoming the common heritage
of our human race.

Zhujiajiao, situated on the Dianshan Lake in Qingpu District of Shanghai, grew
from a third-century village fair into a populous and prosperous town in the 14th
to 19th centuries. Thanks to its favorable location and convenient waterways,
Zhujiajiao had become a sales center of cotton and cloth, and later a market for
rice and vegetable oils as an economic center stretching into a dozen miles around.

A wide Caogang River penetrates this ancient town, on which there is Fangsheng
Bridge built before the 17th century. The magnificent bridge is the largest S-arch
stone one in Yangtze Delta and thus a landmark of the town.

Zhujiajiao is rich in rivers and bridges, teahouses, ancient buildings and relics.
There are prosperous long streets and zigzagging lanes. North Street boasts “a
mile-long road with a thousand shops” as an age-old commercial center. The
various shops are filled with local specialties like dark-rice zongzi dumplings,
meat wrapped in leaves--- hot and enticing; there are roast soybeans, dried bean
curd, steamed cakes, woven bamboo articles, wood carvings, knit ware, embroidery,
stone carving:--attracting guests from afar.

Kezhi Garden, an exquisite private garden, is situated in the quiet Xijing Street.
Its flowers and trees, rockery and ponds, pavilions and terraces are good attractions.
Major places of interest:

Fangsheng Bridge, City God Temple, Yuanjin Buddhist Temple, North Street, Kezhi
Garden, Qing Imperial Post Office, Memorial Hall to Wang Chang, Exhibition
Hall of Shanghai’s Pre-Historical Culture, Rice Folklore Hall, Fishermen’s Home.
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A BFEMLRP EB8HF—4EHFF  Ancient Fangsheng Bridge (Ming Dynasty)
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JBIIERE  Homes along a river




