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Foreword |

Kunqu Opera, the national essence with a longstanding history of
over 600 years, was listed Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity
by UNESCO in 2001, thus becoming the cultural treasure for all
mankind.

Shanghai has contributed profoundly to the spread and transmission
of Kunqu Opera, which was introduced into Shanghai more than 500
years ago. International Museum Day will fall on May 18th this year,
which happens to be the 10th anniversary day of Kunqu opera’s
being awarded the Certificate of Oral and Intangible Heritage of
Humanity by UNESCO while June 11th is the Cultural Heritage Day.
Therefore, we specially held “Exhibition of Shanghai Kunqu Opera
Culture” which mainly focuses on the relics and documents of Kunqu
Opera in Shanghai in such expectation that it could play a positive
role in developing traditional culture and protecting intangible cultural
heritages in Shanghai. We are deeply grateful to both individuals and
unites which have provided us with precious relics.

Zhang Lan
Director of Shanghai History Musum
May, 2011
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Foreword Il

The history of Kunqu Opera can be traced back to the Ming Dynasty.
Although it experienced a declining period once in modern times, it
still kept developing as a key event to the spiritual life of the Chinese
intellectuals. Shanghai, in modern times has gradually become the
theatre for Kunqu Opera performances. One reason is that the culture
and media of Shanghai play a vital role throughout the country. More
importantly, the city possesses a large batch of cultural elites who
enjoy Kunqu Opera.

Kunqu Opera, as a model of traditional Chinese culture with high
artistic value, has gained much protection and growth since 1949,
which is the great effort of the government. Shanghai has set
up schools specialized in cultivating Kunqu Opera talents and
established Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. Kunqu Opera is carried
on more smoothly and its value is acknowledged by more people.

Exhibition of Shanghai Kunqu Opera Culture in commemoration of
Kunqu Opera’s being listed Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity
by UNESCO is a meaningful event in spreading Kunqu Opera to the
masses. Hereby, | wish the exhibition a complete success in advance
and express my gratitude to the diligence of all participants.

CAl Zhengren
Former Manager of Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe

May, 2011
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