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PREFACE

The 202 exercises contained in this practice workbook are designed to complement the
information and practice tests contained in the authors’ study books and guides to the IELTS
examination, especially 101 Helpful Hints for IELTS (Academic Module and General Training
Module versions ). However, it is not essential to refer to those books to complete the exercises.

Most of the exercises test and extend the skills required of both Academic Module and General
Training Module candidates. All of the 202 exercises involve the various skills required to take
the IELTS test, and most, but not all of the questions asked in these exercises are of the types
found in the actual test. For instance, questions that require grammatical knowledge are asked
indirectly in the IELTS test itself, but are sometimes put to the student directly in this practice
workbook (see the Grammar sections). True/False/Not Given question types no longer feature
in the IELTS Listening Sub-test, but are useful for extended practice when it is possible to play
the recordings more than once.

The book was written with 3 main purposes in mind. Carefully working through the 202
exercises should:

provide varied practice to extend the skills referred to in the authors’ study books and
guides;

highlight a student’s probable weaknesses in 7 important areas of skill in English,
- listening, reading, writing, punctuation, spelling, grammar and vocabulary;

increase a student’s general knowledge in 5 areas of current topical interest, namely,
‘Communication and the Arts’, ‘The Environment’, ‘Technology’, ‘Politics in
Britain’, and ‘ Youth and Education’.

In addition, speaking practice is included in this workbook to extend the value of certain

exercises.

May we take this opportunity to wish good luck to all students intending to take the IELTS
examination soon.
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¢ )LISTENING EXERCISES 1.1-1.9

SPEED LISTE NING: Note only the essential details of what you hear: (Refer to the tapescript

for confirmation.) Track 1
8. EAINBUIGR IS oot
Do TRE CIEY IS oottt e sases s eese s e esse s eee oo e eeees e oo
B: T ATIIAD scesmomsssnsssisssosssousseastons 6585ensmmnnsmenseses omssems ooy e s A Bt e
Q. TREICEIIER 1occomssssasmessinusnssnemsensmasmarenresrsssenssmasaes vosugse asssssssesss Eessss eSS SESE S S nmn st e een
8. THE NEW TOWIL ..ottt se e seses st eesessessseesseees s s seess e st eoeeseseeenes
£ ThE O TOWIL ...ttt s e e se e s e s s e e e oo
8 The Festival ...ccvvivcmmeiiirnceciie et NS S o ron s o dhnamreneasvesrentvenssnasensusenassonganss
IB. s RN st i mB e ¥ AR
B e TSRS nn s em s s et e e e e ar < 6 A e R S AR ERS
Jo  onrueessssns s Se A OeEERS com FMe e s anns s s ma sk anmu s o o S £ R AR S G SR S
NUMBERS AND LETTERS: (Refer to the tapescript for confirmation. ) Track 2-5
A e, 1 srvsomssesesmsssnin. F ¥ IO IV, e, L
7 T — Vil v, 1721 | IR 1) SROT X mesesesmsmamns
B i aammaens T 111 TR IVe e
Ve erceecrereinnneniens )7 P Vil evccieninnreeens 721 ) (R
| SRR . SO
| G VU T oo 1 IV oo
| T Vi susevsemsavsvonvsss Vils sosvesmems | 215 O
) )
B 1 sosewmsrsmssmsine )11 DN Ve e | ROV
Vi ssessassasmessin Vil 40oneitberensancion 11411 SR ). SN Xe corvvsreriesrnnennes

GENERAL INFORMATION: Listen to Radio Items 1 & 2 and complete the chart with the

basic details: (Refer to the tapescript for confirmation. ) Track 6 -7
What? Where? When? Who? How? Why?
)
Radio ‘
Items 1
Radio \‘
Items 2 1




COMMUNICATION AND THE ARTS | [J:G1iN]

GAPFILL: Listen to Radio tem 1 again and complete the gaps in the summary of the passage
below with the correct word or phrase you hear: Track 6

Violent video (1)..ccccomrneenes could be responsible for a rise in violence by children in society, but not
enough (2)..cccvevinene has been done to prove it. Although a disturbed child may (3)

violently after playing a (4)............... computer game, it is possible that he or she will react similarly

after a less violent stimulus. There is a great amount of violence on TV and in computer games
because violence (5).....c..o.... well. Young (6)......cccuce.. , however, play less violent games than
young males, but this may be because of the way in which (M..ccennneee. companies package their
products. Computer games are (8)............... ; unlike TV, playing games is not a passive activity.
Perhaps children can relieve their (9).....c........ harmlessly in this way. Or maybe such games

reward violence instead of punishing it. If you agree, telephone (10)............... ;

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS: Listen to Radio ftem 2 a second time and answer

the following questions: Track 7
i. ’zines can be read: iii. The ’zine called ‘Fill Me In’ is sold in:

a) on a word-processor a) supermarkets

b) online b) alternative bookshops

¢) in a comic ¢) second-hand bookshops

d) none of the above d) all of the above
ii. Jean has published: iv. The publishing team’s office is:

a) two issues of the *zine a) at home

b) three issues b) in the Design College

¢) four issues ¢) in an alternative bookshop

d) none of the above d) in the front room of a bookshop
SPECIFIC INFORMATION: Listen again to the radio items: Track 6 - 7

i. ‘Who beheves wolent v1deo games increase child v1olence‘7 |

i In the first section of the talk, violent video games are also described as being |

?

‘video games

,", iii. How are the video games that appeal to female players described?

iv. What may software companies be guilty of in the way they market games? ‘

v. What are the onscreen rewards for violence in  video games?
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| i Ordinary magazines fortunes ‘ebb and flow’. What do you think this means?

|
ii. Jean’s 'zine is described as ‘another desk-topped magazine clone’. The word \
|

R’;g ; ‘clone’ means a replica, or something modelled exactly on the original. What is
e oo her ’zine a replica of?

iii. How many ’zines has Jean already sold?
' iv. Where did Jean meet the other members of her publishing team?

V. What does Jean say is the reason for the success of her *zine?

PREDICTION AND PREPARATION:

In the Listening Sub-test you are given very little time to look at the questions before the recording
begins. However, you must use what time you are given wisely. Try to predict as much as you can
about the content of a section you are about to hear, and circle key words and phrases that you
should listen for. '

Look at the questions in Exercises 1.8 and 1.9 and circle the keywords and phrases to listen for.

Take no longer than 30 seconds.

Try to predict what you will hear on the disk. Ask yourself:
- who is probably talking and to whom?
- what is the precise topic that the person is likely to be talking about?

TRUE / FALSE / NOT GIVEN: Listen to Lecture 1 on the disk: Track 8
a. There are very few facts known about how language is learnt. T F NG
b. No one actually knows how one’s first language is learnt. T F NG
¢. Subliminal language learning can only take place overnight. T F NG
d. You do not need to listen closely to the words on the tape. T F NG
e. You leamt your first language quickly because you were exposed T F NG
daily to new words.
f.  Watching TV or playing the radio in a foreign language is useless. T F NG
g. The words on the subliminal tape must be spoken softly and slowly. T F NG
h. You should restrict the number of new words when starting to T F NG
learn a language.
i. Reading a foreign newspaper is never a waste of time. T F NG
j.  The author thinks that learning a new language in six weeks is possible. T F NG



COMMUNICATION AND THE ARTS ‘ PART 1

SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS: Refer to Lecture 1 on the disk. Track 8

Note that the answers below have a MAXIMUM NUMBER OF THREE WORDS:

i.  Who have many theories to explain language learning?

ii. Name two suggested times for playing subliminal learning tapes:

....................................................................................................................................................

(ANSWERS ON PAGE 144)
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_JREADING EXERCISES 1.1-1.11

PREDICTION: Look at the illustration below and the words and phrases taken from the Reading

Passage on the next page. With a partner if possible, try to predict exactly what is being discussed:

Danish architect
major contribution to world architecture

concerns about the cost artists have complained bitterly

love of all things cultural restricted budget

14 years of much

heated discussion Australians

/ NI e K fit of anger
= h\\"‘- -
- T S N . Tt
" - LT ST e YR .
famous design . _ ~Z L = > A theatres
international competition
controversy
scaled down
rehearsal rooms Utzon left the country

w |~ PRE-READING QUESTIONS: Before reading the text on the following page, work with a

partner and ask and answer the questions below. Base your answers on your possible knowledge of
the topic:

® Can you name at least 6 different forms of art that make up what is known as ‘the arts’?

® What role do you think the arts play in a modern society?

® What art forms are popular in your country and culture? (painting? sculpture? ) Why?

® Where are the performing arts performed in your city? Have you seen any shows there?

® Do you know who officially opened the Sydney Opera House in 19757

® How much did it cost to build the Opera House? £ 5 million? &£ 15 million? £ 50 million?

Next, reorder the words in the mystery questions below:
1. describe how House you Sydney the the of would shape Opera ?

2. the chosen when design was House the and of Opera how ?



COMMUNICATION AND THE ARTS | [J:\:108]

1] SKIMMING: Read the text once for the gist (overall idea) and then in detail:

1

10

15

20

25

It is almost impossible to write of the Arts in Australia without mentioning the building that
first put the country firmly on the world cultural map — the Sydney Opera House. Completed
in 1973 afier 14 years of much heated discussion and at a cost of almost £ 60 million, it is not
only the most well-known Australian building in the world but perhaps the most famous

design of any modern building anywhere.

Its distinctive and highly original shape has been likened to everything from the sails of a
sailing ship to broken eggshells, but few would argue with the claim that the Opera House is a
major contribution to world architecture. Set amidst the graceful splendour of Sydney Harbour,
presiding like a queen over the bustle and brashness of a modem city striving to forge a
financial reputation in a tough commercial world, it is a reminder to all Australians of their
deep and abiding love of all things cultural.

The Opera House was designed not by an Australian but by a celebrated Danish architect, Jorn
Utzon, whose design won an international competition in the late 1950s. However, it was not,
in fact, completed to his original specifications. Plans for much of the intended interior design
of the building have only recently been discovered. Sadly, the State Government of the day
interfered with Utzon’s plans because of concerns about the escalating cost, though this was
hardly surprising — the building was originally expected to cost only £ 5.5 million. Utzon left
the country before completing the project and in a fit of anger vowed never to return. The

project was eventually paid for by a State-run lottery.

The size of the interior of the building was scaled down appreciably by a team of architects
whose job was to finish construction within a restricted budget. Rehearsal rooms and other
facilities for the various theatres within the complex were either made considerably smaller or
cut out altogether, and some artists have complained bitterly about them ever since. But despite
the controversy that surrounded its birth, the Opera House has risen above the petty squabbling
and is now rightfully hailed as a modem architectural masterpiece. The Queen officially
opened the building in 1975 and since then, within its curved and twisted walls, audiences of
all nationalities have been quick to acclaim the many world-class performances of stars from

the Australian opera, ballet and theatre.

’ WORD _QEEINlTIONS:' Find the single words in paragraphs 1 and 2 which mean the

following:

i. pleasing, attractive ......cccoevevnennenne V.  Characteristic ........ccoimicsmisiiniminmissaiaissanes
ii. impassioned..........cococcoiiniiniecniniinns Vi. (T0): fOIM coerrrncnrn s cssmssssosrssessusmangnsse
iii. excited actiVity ....c.coeeeercmnerierviinnn vil. trying Bard ..o
iv. permanent, lasting ..........ccceeuevinnee Viil. TASHANESS ..vovveeeeremee vttt nssssssr e
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“Next, find the words in paragraphs 3 and 4 which mean the following:

1L planned ..o, V. CONSIAETABY . svumusssmmmemmsvinmmmesmami
il. meddled with ........ccccoooerreieieeee e, Vil (EOVPIOMISE coovcvermmmmrmrosmmmmsin Sanens
iii. made smaller ...........ooceereernrceinirinnieenernrann. Viil. UDIMPOTANE ....ovvueeevnrrrricccrirrciraeirsrarnn
1V; TR sonnmimmmanmmmmssmssnsanvas ix. (to) applaud loudly ..........ccccorevvenrennnne.
V. KNOWD @S c.uoovecierieieeeectere ettt X. MONEY Plam ccovvererieeie et
TEXT ANALYSIS:
i.  Which is the best title for the passage in Exercise 1.3?

a) Utzon Quits Australia ¢) History of a Queen

b) An Architectural Disaster d) A Dane in Our Lives

ii. 'What is the main point of the second paragraph?

a) ...to describe the ¢) ...to state where

Opera House visually the Opera House is located
b) ...to tell the d) ...to say why

history of the building the building was built

iii.. Which is (are) the topic sentence(s) of the third paragraph?
a) Sentence number one ¢) The last sentence

b) Sentence number two d) Sentences number one and two

iv. To what do the following pronouns in the passage refer?
a) it (line10) covvrerreeeecenennees c) this (line16) wucvveeecrercceennnne
b) their (line10) ovveeerveneennnen d) them (line23) ooeevereenennnne

GAPFILL: The following is a summary of the passage in Exercise 1.3. Choose words from the box
below and refer to the passage to fill the gaps:

The Sydney Opera House is one of the most famous (1)............... buildings in the world. Officially
opened in (2).....ccveeeee. , its eye-catching and (3)............... shape was the dream of a Danish (4)..........
called Utzon. Unfortunately, his design for the (5).......c....... could not be completed for financial
reasons. Nonetheless, the building was finally ready after (6)............... years of  (T)oeceerenenne. and
argument, and iS DOW (8)...euvveercene. T 1 C) IR of modern architecture. World-class performances
are regularly given in the Opera House by Australian (10)............... from the worlds of opera, ballet
and theatre.
architecture 1973 famous queen controversy  £5.5 million
interior artists modern  hail acclaimed exterior
originally 14 petty architect 1975 rehearsals
masterpiece distinctive  star curve £60 m{illion the 1950s
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'WORDS & PHRASES WITH SIMILAR MEANINGS: Refer to the passage In

Exercise 1.3, and see page 172 for advice on recognising pattern types. Circle the appropriate
pattern type in each case.

i. well-known design B ilpara, 1Y vsssmnensraen ( Pattern Type:1 2 3)
ii. impassioned talk = i(parts, D svermssemmmmnmsmns ( Pattern Type:1 2 3)
iil. located amidst 3 (POFA 2) eereereeereeereerveraeaens (Pattern Type: 1 2 3)
iv. competitive world 3 (DT, 2) verreeneeiaenieeeneereneans ( Pattern Type:1 2 3)
v. original designs V2012 ) R ( Pattern Type:1 2 3)
vi. restricted budget o (PAFGA) ceeereererereneeeereeeaenne ( Pattern Type:1 2 3)
vii. petty quarrelling £ (PR AY: soviiseesssi v e ( Pattern Type:1 2 3)

MATCHING SENTENCE HALVES: Refer to the text in Exercise 1.3 and match the halves

of the given sentences together:

a. The Sydney Opera House ... F o cremcenonanrsnernneensee s amarenes
b. The city of Sydney is ... v cernermrnserstsassnenesrssrereenes
c. Plans for the interior of the building ... T orerreee et ree e eas
d. The interior of the building was unfortunately never ... F orreerreren e e sresas
e. It seems that some artists are only ... F rreereeee e e s e
f. The cost of the project ... S ——
g ... interesting to audiences from all over the world.

h. ... have recently been found.

i. ... built like a queen on Sydney Harbour.

j- ...completed by Jorn Utzon.

k. ... was the most well-khown building in Australia.

1. ... wasnot completed m accordance with the architect’s original plans.

m. ... described as trying hard to survive in the business world.

n. ... were lost for many years.

0. ... interested in complaining about the facilities.

p- ... was eventually met from the proceeds of gambling.

! TRUE / FALSE / NOT GIVEN: Refer to the text in Exercise 1.3.

a. The building is possibly the most famous of its type in the world. T F NG
b. The Opera House drew world attention to the Arts in Australia. T F NG
c. Utzon designed the roof to look like the sails of a sailing ship. T F NG
d. A few people claim that it is a major architectural work. T F NG
e. According to the author, Sydney is a quiet and gracefil city. T F NG
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£  The cost of construction went more than £ 50 million over budget. T F NG
g. Utzon never returned to Australia to see the completed building. T F NG
h. There is only one theatre within the complex. T . F NG
i, The Government was concerned about some artists’ complaints. T F NG
j. Australian artists give better performances in the Opera House. T F NG

') SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS: Refer o the text in Exercise 1.3.

i, What two images have the shape of the Opera House roof been compared to:
(MAXIMUM OF THREE WORDS D L et
(MAXIMUM OF THREE WORDS) 2. .cocccvvimuimmsimissssssssesismmss s bt s

" ii. Why is it almost impossible to talk of the Arts in Australia without mentioning the Opera

House?
iii. What did the government hold to ensure a world-class design for the building?
(MAXIMUM OF THREE WORDS)

iv. What does the author say is not surprising?

...........................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................

vi. How are the walls of the Opera House described? (MAXIMUM OF THREE WORDS)

10



