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Abstract

John Blacking, a famous ethnomusicologist in Britain, was
researching on African music in the view of ethnomusicology, and
became an influential person who had made so important
contributions to music education and the ethnomusicology field.

In the early years of Blacking’s study life, he dreamed to be a
classical-piano player. However, through his study on anthropology
and the touching with African music, especially his 22-month field
trip to horde Venda where they lived in Transvaal in northern South
Africa, he took active interest in the “out of the ordinary” of
different culture, and finally, these experience shaped him up into
an ethnomusicologist.

In the process of John Blacking’s research, he observed on the
incline while children were learning complex music as a whole,
consequently, it challenged the concept of “the order never made
mistake” ; and through his observation on the music perform of
children in Venda, he made sure the importance of the relationship
between body and mental, provided several methods for teachers to
develop students’ sense of music ( basically the understanding of
music) the harmonious cooperate of ears, brain and body; through

his researching on ethnodanceology and considering the inseparable
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relation between music and dance, he further proved the methods of
education which considering the action and the body reaction as the
essential component of music understanding; through his observation
of the music of Venda children in his early years, he became
interested in the biology basic of music education; and also he
advocated that school needed to set up a world multi-music culture
class. In the View of Ethnomusicology, John Blacking made a new
recognition of the music education, a series of new thoughts and
perspectives , and it also bring us a further reflection question,
could our Chinese music education walk out of the traditional view
and get some influence or inspiration from his ideas of education?
The book mainly surrounds these five aspects to summarizing the
ideology of ethnomusicology and music education of John Blacking:
the ideology of music education for children, the experience of music
culture, the ideology of musicbiology, his equal conception of
different music culture and his conception of world music. Through
methodical arrangement of John Blacking’s literature about
ethnomusicology and his ideology of music education, expect an
overall summing-up his research findings, and also strive to move
forward to discussion and research its signification for modern china

music education.
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