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Preface

Statistical information is an important basis upon which the economic and
social decision making relies. It plays an important role in promoting the
scientific and democratic decision making with respect to the economic and
the social development and in improving the transparency of decision making
and the public participation by means of making the production process of
statistical information available for the public and letting the public have a
better understanding and utilization of statistical information. The statistical
agency is an important platform of government information. To enhance the
transparency of statistical work and improve the public’s identification of the
data quality may improve the public’s trust for the government and further
help build a service-oriented government. Statistics is a science with a
scientific process of human knowledge from the qualitative to the
quantitative, from the individual to the overall and from the particular to the
general. The availability of basic concepts, principles and methods used in
the official statistics and increase of the public’s awareness of the statistical
science will help incorporate useful recommendations from the public to
further improve statistical work and will give full play to the function of
statistics. Meanwhile statistics is of strong practical nature. It requires unified
process and standards to be followed in data collection and it also requests
the respondents to provide the real, accurate and complete data. It will be
helpful to have open statistical policies, legislation and regulations, define the
responsibilities, rights and obligations of all the players in order to strengthen
the public’s understanding of, support to and cooperation with, the statistical
work and further improve the data quality. '

In recent years, many activiies have been undertaken by the statstical
agencies in the aspect of promoting an open and transparent statistics, which
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has achieved remarkable results. This booklet of China’s Main Statistical
Concepts: Standards and Methodology written recently by the National Bureau of
Statistics of China is one of the efforts in this regard. This booklet makes an
introduction to the official statistical system of China, current statistical
surveys, the way in which the data shall be interpreted. It includes 17
concepts of economic and social development arousing concerns from all
walks of life. This is an important initiative for the statistical agencies of
China in applying the spirit of the 17th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China and making the official statistics open and transparent.

Presently, China has stepped into a new historical stage of building a
moderately prosperous society in an all-round way and speeding up the
socialist modernization drive. At this stage, China will experience a rapid
economic growth and continuous social progress, and we will have arduous
work of reform and construction in front of us. Statistical science is a
powerful tool for understanding the objective world and mastering the
objective laws. Statistics is the fundamental basis for evaluating the situation,
identifying problems and making policies. Statistics is also an important basis
for strengthening mutual understanding and conducting trade activities
among different nations of the world under the condition of economic
globalization. It is a pressing task for us now to increase statistical
consciousness, master statistical knowledge, improve the statistical
qualifications and to make analyses about changes of economic and social
development with a scientific statistical mode of thinking. Through learning
" statistical knowledge and grasping statistical methods, government officials
can realize the situation, follow the laws and strengthen the capabilities of
scientific policy making and modern managemenf in the rapid changes of
economic and social development. Similarly, various economic entities,
research institutions and the general public can have correct understanding
and application of statistical information through the same way and
increasingly improve the capabilities of production management, academic
research and participating in the administration and discussion of state
affairs, and constantly strengthen the self-consciousness of support to, and
cooperation with, the official statistics. This booklet provides the people with
a good reference to the learning the statistical science, understanding of key



statistical indicators and statistical methods, and to the accurate application of
statistical data.

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, statistical agencies at
various levels and the statisticians have worked very hard under the
leadership of the Communist Party of China and the governments,
continuously made exploration with the spirit of selfless dedication and
rigorous scientific attitude, and gradually established a statistical system
which is suitable to the socialist market economy and meets the requirements
of economic and social development of the nation. And it provides the
leaders of the Party and governments at various levels with a great amount of
statistical data and analytical materials in macro-economic management and
scientific decision making. The system furnishes all walks of life with a wide
range of information services. Standing on the starting point of new history,
we have an arduous and heavy task of providing statistical services for the
scientific development and have a solemn mission of promoting the statistical
cause to have a scientific development. The statisticians should have
sufficient understanding of our responsibilities and mission. We shall follow
the Deng Xiaoping’s Theory and Three-Representative theories, deeply
implement the scientific approach of development, speed up the
establishment of a modern statistical system with the characteristics of perfect
organization, scientific surveys, powerful legal ensurance, modern
technological means, qualified staff and high quality and efficient services.
Those efforts together will produce scientifically based statistics, service
oriented statistics and transparent statistics in order to make greater
contributions to the building of socialist modernization and a moderately

prosperous society in an all-round way.

Ma Jiantang
Commissioner

National Bureau of Statistics of China
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