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POPCORN AT THE MOVIES
BRI EOTH AR KT
It wasn’t until the early twentieth cen-
tury that popcorn became a universal Ameri-

can snack. This was due largely to Cloid H.

Smith, an Iowa farm boy who formed the
American Popcorn Company in 1914 and
began selling his Jolly Time brand shortly
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after. Gradually, home popping became a
national fad.

The introduction of popcorn in movie
theaters did not happen until a decade and a
half later. Theater managers in the 1920s

usually barred popcorn from the premises

(2 &3 Fr), because their patrons were
distracted by the crunching. They relented

only in the 1930s, after having been houn-
ded for years by vendors selling under their
marquees. The managers changed their
minds because they needed cash during the
Depression and sought it from lobby conces-

sions. This is not as plausible as it seems,

for the movie industry actually thrived in
those years, as the American public’s need
for escapist entertainment helped to fuel

Hollywood’s Golden Age. A more likely

explanation is that with the introduction of

sound in the late 1920s, theatergoers were
no longer distracted by the crunching and
could use popcorn as they had long used

chewing gum—as a means of registering,



and defusing, dramatic tension.
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@ Have you got any seats for tomorrow?

] K ) S A 1)




