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WEST LAKE

ZUFEN CHEN

Every time I set foot on the soil of Hangzhou, a strong sense of unfaimess, not happiness, rushed towards me. Why
tourists around the world come all the way by taking airplanes, trains, and buses, just to witness the beauty of the West Lake?
What about the locals? What about those who live by the West Lake and could enjoy the city everyday? They have such a
privilege over the rest of the world and that's just unfair!

Every small boat on the West Lake tells a story of the remote and endless past. The water in the West Lake inspired
poets for thousands of years. Too many great memories are held in the ancient houses along the lake. Cultural elements dating
way back into Southern Song dynasty, Ming and Qing dynasty, Republic of China and all other periods of history can be
found here. Nowhere across the West Lake is without old stories or picturesque views.

But what's more touching than the lake? It is the trees. Strongly fragrant road, thickly verdant causeway, it feels as if
people are driving under the sea of forests and cars are taking an outing in the park. It is so hard to tell the forest in the city
from the city in the park.

The green and luxuriant trees can always give people a tranquil and pleasant feeling.

The lake and the trees complement each other. T he lake looks so impressive because of the trees, and the trees also
seem to be so affectionate because of the lake.

What's more abundant than trees and flowers in Hangzhou? It is poem.

If you want to count the number of poems depicting Hangzhou, you may better off just to count the flowers, grass and
trees along the West Lake.

Hangzhou is a place where classic poetry, literature and gardening gather, where landscape shares a humanist hue with
culture. Only Hangzhou's history and culture could match with its natural sceneries and only Hangzhou's natural sceneries
could match with its history and culture.

Everything is in perfect harmony in Hangzhou. Hills, lakes, and trees are blended into the city as a whole. Hills stand in
the crty while water flows in the hills; trees are mirrored in the water while the city is armed by the trees.

American landscape architect Paasia Johnson once spoke highly of Hangzhou. “Many people learn about China from
Chinese painting. But only when I came to Hangzhou did I realize how Chinese painting was originated. Who would have
thought that such beauty could be part everyone's life! ” :

Come to Hangzhou, as if you walk into a long scroll of brocaded Chinese painting, that people can live such a poetic
and exquisite life.

Hangzhou can be the best school for photography, with the West Lake being its renowned teacher.

In September 2009, the major of Taipei said that it is a pity if you haven't been to Hangzhou. But it is a even greater pity
if you have been to Hangzhou but could not visit the city once again. “
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When Marco Polo came to China, it
was late years of Southern Song dynasty.
Marco Polo came to Hangzhou as an
officer of Yuan dynasty. He discovered that
“there were palaces, high buildings and
pavilions surround the lake” .“The number
of bridges, of all sizes, amounted to twelve
thousand.” “It was as if the whole city
was standing on water.” He referred to the
city as “beyond dispute the finest and the
noblest in the world” .

All the descriptions above by this
Venetian officer of Yuan dynasty were what
Hangzhou looked like in the Southern

Song dynasty.
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Landscape of Hangzhou, as beautiful as traditional Chinese painting,
enchants your mind and captures your heart.
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A Boat in Spring
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Come to Hangzhou, as if you walk into a long scroll of brocaded Chinese painting,
that people can live such a poetic and exquisite life.
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Live in Hangzhou, you will find love, your business will prosper; and happiness will sink deep into your heart each day.
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In September 2009, the major of Taipei said it is a pity if you haven’t been to Hangzhou. But it is a even greater
pity if you have been to Hangzhou but could not visit the city once again.
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With the mild fragrance of tea, Hangzhou locals are running the tea industry.
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