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Many many years ago Switzerland was conquered by Austrian. The Austrian

governor of the little village of Altdorf was a wicked man named Gessler. In the village

square he ordered a flag pole to be erected”. The proud Gessler placed his feather

hat on top of the pole. He wished to humiliate” the Swiss people, by ordering them to
and bow before his hat.

William Tell, the best her in Switzerland, happened to pass by the flag pole. He
refused to bow to the governor’s hat. As William was leaving the village with his son,
the angry Gessler shouted, “Arrest that man.”

Immediately the Austrian soldiers arrested William Tell. “People tell me you are a
great marksman',” jeered” Gessler. “Let me see how good you are.”

The cruel tyrant” made William’s young son, Jimmy, stand against an oak tree. On
his head he placed an apple.

“You must split the apple in two, if you hope to go free,” commanded Gessler.

Tell placed an arrow in his bow and took careful aim. The silent crowd watched
anxiously. Suddenly the arrow whistled through the air. The apple split in two and the
arrow buried” itself in the tree. A great shout pierced’ the air. The people cheered with
joy. William Tell's courage and skill had foiled” the governor’s cruel plan.

“l see you are carrying a second arrow,” snarled Gessler.
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“Yes,” replied William, “and if my son had been injuried, | intended this second
arrow for your black heart.”

On hearing this, the Austrian ruler went wild with anger. “Soldiers, bind this man
and take him across the lake to the castle dungeons'.”

William Tell was bound and thrown into a boat which was to carry him across the
lake to the castle prison. His friends took his young son and hid him in a safe place.

While crossing the lake a terrible storm arose. William was an expert sailor and the
soldiers unbound him and asked him to take the he/m'. In the twinkling of an eye, the
clever oarsman’ steered” the boat near a rocky ledge, sprang ashore and escaped into
the mountains. ’

According to legend, when Gessler and his soldiers were searching the mountains
for the prisoner, William saw the wicked governor, placed an arrow in his bow, took
aim and fired. This time the arrow pierced the heart of Gessler, the tyrant. He fell from
his horse, mortally’” wounded. At last the people of Altdorf had a new ruler and hero —

William Tell. e :
; 6. dungcon ['dandgen] n. #hE, + 7 ]

7. helm [helm] n. fE, fetA N
8. varsman ['o:zmon] n. 3F, FIEEEF
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1. wicked ['Wlkld] adj. EB,SQ:L,'\E“], %E"]
That is the most wicked place in the universe.
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2. crect [I'rekt] v. B3z, {FH

He erected himself to full height.
it 5 FHEE.

3. humiliate [hju:'miliert] v. Z5, Ht&E

A lion never uses his strength to humiliate
another.
WFMARTBENNEBEEFEHMREIE.
4. jcor [d3e] v B, XWFHF

Please don’t jeer at my mistakes.
BAREBREMNER.

5. tyrant ['tarrent] n. B E, THIEE

He was a brutal tyrant.

R NZRPHNRE.

The coach buried an arrow in the target.
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7. picrce [pros] v. RIZE, mafH)

The cold wind pierced him to the bone.
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8. foil [forl] v. #K; PFR%E

Our army foiled the enemy’s attack.
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9. steer [stin] v. I, EfE

He steered his boat into the harbor.
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10. mortally ['motali] adv. B dptth; IEHE
The soldier is mortally wounded.
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The year 1679 brought disaster to Vienna. From the east the Black Death’
crossed the ders of Austria and spread over the city. The disease escaped notice
at first, but soon it had touched nearly every house. People left for the country by the
thousands. The death figure rose every day, and few who became sick recovered.
Both the rich and the poor, the young and the old were taken by the Black Death.
Death wagons ran continually, full of the dead, the men with the children, the wealthy
with the poor. The city servants picked up all the bodies they found, threw them into
their wagons, and emptied them into” giant graves™ which were dug outside the gates
of the city. When one grave was full, it was covered with earth and the men dug
another.

In this same century and same year a merry ballad’-singer and bagpipe’-player
lived in Vienna. Because he could make the people laugh with his clever, merry songs,
he was dear to them, and he was called “Dear Augustine” by all.

Augustine especially preferred to sing at a place called The Red Roof, and he gave
himself to cheering people up. There he sang his finest songs and read his finest
poetry. Although in the time of the plague most public houses were empty, there were
always full tables at The Red Roof. There were always people who took the chance
of joining with others, who with beer and the cheerful sound of Augustine’s bagpipe
hoped to forget the daily agony.
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But suddenly, on a clear September evening, the artist became depressed . He
sat at a corner table in The Red Roof trying to become gay again. Because of his
black look no one asked him whether he wanted to sing, so he let the waiter hand him
glass after glass of beer, hoping it would help him. But he remained unhappy, and his
sad look depressed the others, so one by one they went home. Finally, Augustine got
ready to leave, but it was difficult for him to stand up. His legs could hardly hold him,
but he set out for the section of the city where he lived.

As he stumbled” through a marketplace, he fell at the side of the street. Once he
tried to get up, but he fell back again. Almost at once he went to sleep. Nothing stirred
him. A short time later the city plague-workers came by with one of their wagons.

“Here’s a dead man on the street,” one said, so they picked up Augustine and
threw him into their wagon with the other bodies. At the grave they emptied him out
with the others and drove their wagon away.

But because of his drunkenness’, Augustine continued to sleep as peacefully as if
he were at home in his own bed.

As the cold morning air woke him he saw what a horrible bed he was in. Alas,
he couldn’t climb out by himself, so he had to wait until the plague-workers returned.
When they came back with their wagon, they were amazed to see the man walking
about.

“Here! Come help me now!” called Augustine in a commanding manner. “Can’t you
see | can’t climb out alone?”

“That’s the one we found on the street last night,” said one of the workers. “| didn’t
notice that he was breathing.”

“Neither did |. He’s lucky, this grave isn't full and that we didn't cover it up,” said
the other. “In that case he would have had something to object to!” he asked Augustine
what time he woke up.

“Don’t stand there talking so much,” shouted Augustine.

“I guess from now on he'll be more careful where he takes his naps’,” said the first
worker.

“Hurry up!” yelled” Augustine, angered at the delay, “There’s a limit to how long |
can stand this. | don’t enjoy it here, and you wouldn't either!”

They finally pulled him out and he marched off. His night with the Black Death did
not hurt him at all. He remained healthy, as he always had been, and lived for many
years, singing graceful” and funny verses about his horrible experience to those who
came to hear him at The Red Roof.

(By Vinal O. Binner)



