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It is my great pleasure to write a few words of encouragement for
this series of clinical pharmacotherapy for clinical pharmacists in Chi-
na. ©

For two years in the early 1990°s I had the privilege of being a
visiting professor and on the faculty of the Yanbian University Col-
lege of Pharmacy in Yanji, China. In 1993 I attended the meeting of
the Chinese Pharmaceutical Association which was held in Beijing and
made a presentation on pharmacogenetics pharmacckinetics, I remem-
ber meeting Dr. John Liu, the famous pharmacokinetics professor
from the Chinese Pharmaceutical University in Nanjing. We had a de-
lightful discussion and I came away with a very positive view of the
future of pharmacy in China. I have subsequently visited the clinical
pharmacy programs at the West China University of the Medical Sci-
ences and Peking Union Medical College Hospital in Beijing.

Over the past 10 years here at the McWhorter School of Pharma-
cy, Samford University, we have had the privilege of having several
visiting scholar pharmacists from China study with us, These phar-
macist /educators have come from several places in China (Beijing,
Yanji, Jinan). This past year we have had the pleasure of having Sun
Shujuan Ph. D from Shandong Qianfoshan Hospital in Jinan with us.

Through these many associations, I have become very impressed with
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the commitment of Chinese pharmacist to the concepts of clinical
pharmacy. This new series of pharmacotherapy by Dr. Sun Shujuan
and her colleagues is a great example of that commitment.

Significant advances in the practice of pharmacy and pharmacy
education have created an important need to further develop pharma-
cists in China through advancing the clinical role of phdkm-acists, their
mentoring abilities, and professional development. Pharmacists in
China are in the process of redefining the role of the pharmacist based
on the needs of Chinese society. This new definition will have some-
thing to say about the responsibility of the pharmacist to provide pa-
tient-centered pharmaceutical care that ensures optimal drug therapy
outcomes,

I believe that this series of pharmacotherapy will significantly
add to the development of clinical pharmacy and will result in the im-
provement of the use of medicines and result in better clinical out-

comes for patients in China.

Dr. Charles D. Sands, Professor and Dean
McWhorter School of Pharmacy
Samford University
Birmingham, Alabama USA
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