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Preface

Over two millennia ago, China experienced a boom of ideas
and philosophies in the form of “100 Schools of Thought”.
Confucius, Mencius, Laozi, Zhuangzi, Mozi, Xunzi, HanFeizi,
Suntzu ... These are the stellar names behind the philosophical
schools like Confucianism, Taoism, Mohism, Legalism, etc. in the
Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period (from
770 BC to 221 BC). The classics of these ancient sages contain
great wisdom and have exerted profound influence on Chinese
history and thought. While the classics themselves may seem
difficult to understand today, you can find lucid and accessible
explanations of the ancient philosophies in the books of Wisdom
of Ancient Chinese Sages. With the help of a collection of short
and interesting stories, you can get to know the lives and thoughts
of the ancient sages, the axioms and allegories they employed to
illustrate their ideas, and some facts about the historical era they
lived in.

With the aim of presenting the ancient Chinese classics to the
world audience, Wisdom of Ancient Chinese Sages boasts three
advantages:

Easiness — Each book in the series is comprised of only a few

dozen stories, each of which has no more than 2,000 words and



can be glanced through in a 10-minute coffee break. Even in your
busy life, you can always snatch some time to enjoy a story of
wisdom and gain some spiritual nourishment.

Efficiency — The classics may seem a little obscure today
since they are written in the ancient Chinese. In this Chinese-
English version of Wisdom of Ancient Chinese Sages, however,
the classics are rendered in simple, everyday English. Without
having to tax your brains, you can readily comprehend the pro-
found wisdom of the ancient sages.

Attractiveness — With all the short but lively stories accom-
panied by beautiful illustrations, Wisdom of Ancient Chinese
Sages explains to you the ancient philosophical ideas in a friendly
and agreeable way.

The ancient philosophical classics in the “100 Schools of
Thought” are an important spiritual heritage of China and im-
pose great cultural reverberations beyond the Chinese borders.
We hope that the series may let the readers develop an interest in
the ancient Chinese sages and their philosophies, and appreci-
ate the quintessential Chinese wisdom that may prove useful in

present day.
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.o given name was Kuang and his literary
XunZI S name Qing. Born in the state of Zhao, Xunzi
was a great thinker in the late Warring States period.

No specific historical records on the life and death of Xunzi
could be found, and even the account of his life stories is very
brief. Judging by the limited historical data, Xunzi was mainly
active between 298 BC and 238 BC, namely, the period around
Emperor Qin Shihuang’s unification of the other six states.

Xunzi lived in the times when the Seven Warring States were
competing with each other for power, during which, with the aim
of expanding its own political and cultural influence, the power-
ful state of Qi established the well-known “Jixia Academy” under
Gate Ji, one of the city gates of Qi’s capital, and employed fa-
mous scholars both from its own state and the neighboring states
to teach there with high pay. These scholars came from different
backgrounds but were all allowed to air their own opinions and
to have discussions with other scholars, thus making “Jixia Acad-
emy” the academic center for a time in the Warring States period.
Besides teaching and writing books, these scholars were allowed
to receive students from all states to the academy as well.
Consequently, there once housed thousands of students at most
to learn the thoughts of different schools from the scholars on
the requirements of the academy.

‘Also attracted by the fame of “Jixia Academy,” the fifteen-
year-old Xunzi left Zhao to study in the academy. Xunzi, already
known as a “scholar,” felt like a fish getting into the water there,
so he stayed in the academy for over ten years. During that time,
he studied the thoughts of different schools extensively so as to

grasp their advanced ideas and gain a thorough understanding.
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It should be said that it was the crucial time when Xunzi’s thought
developed and became mature.

Around 285 BC, Xunzi left Jixia Academy that had already
showed signs of decline. Immediately after his departure, the
state of Qi also met with invasion, which greatly weakened its
state power. Of course, Jixia Academy was not spared from such
misfortune and also suffered great losses. Fortunately, after five
or six years, King Xiang of Qi recovered the lost territory and set
about restoring the glory of Jixia Academy. As a result, Xunzi
was called back to Jixia Academy. However, at this time, the older
generation of scholars had passed away one after another, so
there arose the need to find some scholars who not only pos-
sessed broad knowledge but also enjoyed high prestige to take
their place. Under such circumstances, Xunzi won so much re-
spect from the King of Qi with his knowledge acquired earlier in
Jixia Academy and his academic reputation that he was given the
honor‘as “Jijiu,” the principal of the academy, for three times
during a period of ten years, presiding over all the academic
affairs in the academy. It was just during this period that Xunzi
established his own academic status as another representative
figure for the Confucian School after Confucius and Mencius.

After that, Xunzi once travelled to the state of Qin on an
investigation tour, actively promoting his political doctrines. He
saw Qin enjoying favorable natural conditions, with strategic
and impregnable mountains and rivers, rich produce and simple
and kind people. So he believed that it must be Qin that could
gain control over all the other states in the future. However, he
thought that Qin had not possessed the qualification for claim-

ing the throne yet, with still a lot of improvements to make.



