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Unit One Land and People

Learning Objectives

® Master the key facts of the UK and the USA.
@ Make an oral presentation about the two countries according to
the information from the texts.

® Research the geographical characteristics of the two nations.

lLesson One
General Information on the UK and the USA

Lesson Two
Further Reading
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Unit One
Land and People

) 1. London

) 2. Washington

) 3. New York

) 4. The bald eagle ,national bird of the United States

) 5. The European Robin,national bird of the United Kingdom
) 6. The Union Flag,or the Union Jack,national flag of the UK
) 7. The Stars and Stripes , national flag of the USA

) 8. The flag of Australia,national flag of Australia

P e N e N T N

You may use the tips in the box as your guidance.

an island country surrounded by ocean and sea London England

UK

Great Britain

TIPS

a continental country its neighboring countries Washington DC
USA 50 stars on its nantional banner 50 states Alska Howaii
New York the leading city of USA  Uncle Sam

You may start like this;The United Kingdom is an island country,surrounded by the At-

lantic Ocean and the North Sea. It consists of...
_ Text A

sovereign/'sovarin/n. & F ; £
surround/sa'raund/ vt. B £ ; & H
Atlantic/ot'leentik/adj. X % ¥4

isle/ail/n. %

constitutional/ kansti'tju: fanal/ad). &%
monarchy/'monaki/n. & £ 4; & £
monarch/'monak/n. &, F L; X A% sk
unitary/'juinitari/ adj. %— &9 ; £ 456h; £ —84
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parliamentary/ pa:la'mentari/ adj. 329 ; B 485 ; DA B 49
parliament/'pa:lomant/n. L4, B 4

density/'densati/n. % B ; K B

predominant/ pri'dominant/adj. % &t ; 265 ;5 & hty
predominantly adv. & ¥ Bt ; £ F3; K % ok
subject/'sabdszikt/ ad). A& ;%) Fo--ee 0]

subject to &8 3 H F oo #

invasion/in'veizan/n. 424t ; A2, 429812 &
migration/mai'greifan/n. # K. ; # 3 ; i£ 4

occupation/ okju'peifon/n. ( £ F) & 47, & #5200k
descend/di'send/v. i 4, ¥4 4045 T T &
varied/'veorid/ad). &4 & A4E64, RE 49, B & &8
variation/ \veari'eifon/n. Ett; £ ¥ ;& 3

ethnic/'ednik/ adj. # #% &9 ; AFF ey

ethnic stock K.7% ; #F 3%

latitude/ "leetitjurd/n. 4 A

mid-latitude oceanic climate ¥ & & # ¥ 4. 1%
precipitation/prisipi'teifon/n. (/.5 K EF)EH bR E
arid/'eerid/adj. (3R A4 F) T ;T 54
proximity/prok'simiti/n. F it , 411 ; AR
convergence/kan'vaidzons/n. &%, £ 4 £ ¥ &, 24 5
notorious/nau'toirios/adj. # 4 4 ; A PTJA 4a bl - LB 20, & LR FEH
notoriously adv. £ Ft J& 4o 3

daffodil/'daefadil/ n. & 4u 7

Britannia/bri'teenjo/n. = 7| 1 & &

personification/ pa,sonifi'keifan/ n. Ak ; AMAL; 1L F 5 R AE
symbolize/'simbolaiz/ vt. 45, 45 & A0 A2
Corinthian/ka'rin@ian/ adj. FHk A7 64 ; F+ 4k A7 A 84 5 Ak X 49
helmet/'helmit/n. 4R %& , 3k &

Poseidon/pa'saidan/ n. ik & & (& B 4b & ¥ 69 54 )
prong/pron/n. XF;4F

trident/'traidont/n. (& ¥ & ++ A éy) = XK

three-pronged trident = 3%,

depict/di'pikt/ vt. 1 4 ; # B ; 3 iK
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stout/staut/adj. 4 5z 64 ; 45 L 68 L 0G e R 84
bulldog/'buldag/n. 4 3k X

Christianity/ kristi'aenati/ n. & &3

representation/ reprizen'teifon/n. 4, & ;4.3 ; £ I, Rk s ARk
bishop/'bifap/n. 4

Buddhism/'budizam/ n. 45 %

Hinduism/'hinduizeam/ n. #p B %

Judaism/'zu:deiizom/n. # K # ;5 K £ 5L

Islam/"izlaxm/ n. 47 & 2 % ; w1 %

Sikhism/'sitkizam/ n. 44 #,#

Pre-reading. Tell as much as you know about the followings in the box.

England  Scotland  Wales Northern Treland ~ Atlantic Ocean  North Sea
British Isles  London the River Thames  Manchester English Channel

_Newton Darwin  Shakespeare the Beatles Harry Potter  Christianity

The UK

Location and Area
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland' ( commonly known as the

sovereign

United Kingdom,the UK, or as Britain) is a state located off the northwestern
coast of continental Europe. It is an island country, including Great Britain and many
small islands. Northern Ireland® is the only part of the UK with a land border, sharing it
with the Republic of Ireland. Apart from this land border, the UK issturrounded by the

\ilantic

Ocean , the North Sea,the English Channel and the Irish Sea. The largest island of

[sles

the British 7 Great Britain ,is linked to France by the Channel Tunnel.

The United Kingdom is gonstitutional monarchy 4 gpqmitary  giate consisting of four
parts : England , Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. It is governed by aarliamentary
system’ with its seat of government in London, the capital city through which the River
Thames® flows.

The total area of the United Kingdom is approximately 245,000 square kilometres
(94,600 sq miles) comprising of the island of Great Britain, the northeastern one-sixth of
the island of Ireland ( Northern Ireland) and smaller islands. Britain is about 1,000 km

from north to south,and 500 km across in the widest part.
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Population

According to the 2001 census, the total population of the United Kingdom was 58,
789 ,194—the third-largest in the European Union’ ( behind Germany and France) and
the 21st-largest in the world. Its overall population .,.i;, is one of the highest in the
world, due to the particularly high population density in England. Almost one-third of the
population lives in England’s southeast and is predominantly urban and suburban, with
about 8.2 million in the capital of London.

The UK’s population is predominantly White British. Being located close to continen-

tal Europe,the United Kingdom were .}, to many ;. ,<ion- and migrations , including
Roman ‘,(‘,-“!,“1;,.,[8 for several centuries and Norman Conquest9 in 1066. Historically,
British people were thought to be (|:« |- mainly from the . - -l stocks that set-

tled there before the 11th century,the pre-Celtic, Celtic, Roman, Anglo-Saxon , Norse and

the Normans'.

Climate
The climate of the United Kingdom is classified as a mid-| i1, oceanic climate
with warm summers , cool winters and plentiful |,;«..;,i1.1101, throughout the year. However,

some parts of East & South-East England actually have a semi-.; i climate through virtue
of having less than 500 mm average annual rainfall. The principal factors that influence
the country’s climate include its northerly latitude (which ranges from 50° to 60° N) , the
close j,rovimity to the Atlantic Ocean,and the warming of the surrounding waters by the
Gulf Stream. The weather can be ,01,11011-]y changeable from one day to the next but tem-
perature . riation- throughout the year are relatively small.

The boundary of «\cruencc between the warm tropical air and the cold polar air
lies over the United Kingdom. As a result,the large temperature variation creates instabili-
ty and this is a major factor that influences the often unsettled weather the country experi-
ences ,where many types of weather can be experienced in a single day.

Regional climates in the United Kingdom are influenced by the Atlantic Ocean and
latitude. Northern Ireland , Wales and western parts of England and Scotland , being closest
to the Atlantic,are generally the mildest, wettest and windiest regions of the UK, and tem-
perature ranges here are seldom extreme. Eastern areas are drier, cooler, less windy and
also experience the greatest daily and seasonal temperature variations. Northern areas are
generally cooler,wetter and have a smaller temperature range than southern areas.

6
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National Symbols and Famous Figures :

The national flag of the UK is the Union Flag (Union Jack)'',and the national an-
them is God Save the King,with“King” replaced with“ Queen” in the lyrics whenever the
monarch is a woman. The government is constitutional monarchy , in which the Queen is
recognized as Head of State,and the Prime Minister is the head of government. Different
parts of Britain have different national flowers: rose for England, (|.(fi| for Wales. The
European robin" is the national bird of Britain.

Britannia" is a national jcrsonification of the United Kingdom , originating from Ro-
man Britain. Britannia is symbolised as a young woman with brown or golden hair, wearing
a Corinthian helmet and white robes. She holds Poscidon’s three-;roneed (riden: and a
shield, bearing the Union Flag. Sometimes she is (i1 as riding the back of a lion.

John Bull" is a national personification of Great Britain in general and England in
particular  especially in political cartoons and similar graphic works. He is usually depic-
ted as a stout,middle-aged man, often wearing a Union Flag waistcoat.

The bulldog is sometimes used as a symbol of the United Kingdom and has been
associated with Winston Churchill’s defiance of Nazi Germany.

Britain is the birthplace of Sir Issac Newton, Charles Darwin, William Shakespeare
and the Beatles" ,home of the world’s largest foreign exchange market,the world’s richest
football club—Manchester United , the inventor of the hovercraft—Christopher Cockerrell ,
and the author of the Harry Potter books—TJ. K. Rowling'®.

Religions and Beliefs

Christianity"” is the main religion in England"® with the Church of England. It retains
representation in the UK I11liament™ with the churches 26 |)i<liop- sitting in the House of
Lords as Lords Spiritual®® ,and the British monarch is a member of the church as well as
its Supreme Governor’ . The Roman Catholic Church® in England and Wales is the sec-
ond largest Christian church across England and Wales. Most British people are Christian,
although all other religions including Buddhisi, Hinduism, Judaisin, lslam and Sikhis
are freely practiced. The most popular festivals are religion-related such as Christmas™,

Easter™ , Whit Sunday” , etc.
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9. Norman conquest: WRIEMRIESR 1066 432 [ if 8 5K 4> B U X DERS 2 (1 A S Al
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