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FOREWORD

Teng Teng

Shantou University has been receiving tremendous support from Mr. Li Ka-shing since preparation for
its establishment was begun in 1980. The University enrolled its first group of students in 1983 before the
campus was built. Construction actually started in 1984 and the University was inaugurated in 1990. Over
the past 11 years, Mr. Li Ka-shing has not only donated the generous sum of HK$650. million for campus
construction, but has also enthusiastically participated in every step of the planning, design and purchase of
equipment for the University. Establishing a university is a monumental task fraught with many difficulties.
However, fully confident and determined, Mr. Li Ka-shing has devoted enormous time and effort to the
construction and development of the University and promised to provide it with full and continuous support.
His foresight and sagacity in regarding education as a nation's foundation plus his lofty sense of patriotism
in wanting to improve the well-being of the country are reflected in his unwavering dedication and commit-
ment.

Mr. Li's desire to foster education did not come by chance. Deprived of any opportunity for proper
schooling in his childhood, he has come to understand deeply the importance of education in a person's life.
During the early days of the Anti-Japanese War, when he saw the Japanese invaders bombing Shantou, Mr.
Li agonized over the need for a nation to be strong and resolved to work for this cause. He believes that a
major effort is necessary to turn out trained personnel to work on the Four Modernizations, and for this
effort, we first of all need a good educational system. Education has a direct bearing on the strength of a
nation and the rise and fall of a society. For this reason, he is fully committed to the development of
education. He chose to build a university in his hometown Shantou with its Large population of some ten
million people and inadequate land because Mr. Li believes the development of the Chaozhou-Shantou area
depends very much on a supply of highly trained personnel, making the establishment of a university of great
significance for the present and the future.

Mr. Li's benefaction to the founding of the University has won high praise from Comrade Deng
Xiaoping. In 1986, when Comrade Deng met with Mr. Li, he told him, "Your contributions to the cause of
education are especially praiseworthy because education in China is a weak link that needs strengthening. "
"What you have done is substantial." These remarks were greatly encouraging to Mr. Li.

Over the last 11 years Shantou University has made great strides with the support and close co-
operation of the State Education Commission, the Guangdong provincial authorities and the Shantou munici-
pal authorities, in addition to the hard work of the entire university staff. The University now has a sound
foundation and has paved the way for further development towards a bright future. It is my strong belief that
with the educational policies of the government, the reform and open policy, the full support of Mr. Li Ka-
shing, and united and continuous efforts from the University staff, Shantou University can build on that
foundation to flourish and grow to become a unique world-class institution , serving the needs of the reform
and open policy as well as social development.
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Deng Xiaoping, Chairman of
the Central Advisory Com-
mission, met Mr. Li Ka-
shing (third from left) in the
Great Hall of the People in
Beijing on June 20, 1986.

When meeting Mr. Li, Chair-
man Deng said, “Your sub-
stantial contribution to the
education is very much
appreciated, because educa-
tion needs a lot of support.”
“I agree that the doors be
opened wider. Professors
from abroad can be invited
to teach there. There are
several ways to solve the
problem - of recruiting
One is that the

State Education Commission

teachers.

can transfer some qualified
teachers to the university
from all over the country.
Another is for the university
to train some young teachers
itself. Still another, you can
recommend some to teach
there.” “Shantou University
should be managed well.
The quality of the university
must be set at a high level
from the very beginning.
The quality of teachers will
decide the quality of a uni-

versity .
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airman of Central

Advisory Commission Deng

Xiaoping (left) met and had
cordial talks with Mr. Li Ka-

shing again in the Great

Hall of the People in Beijing

on January 18, 1990.
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Communist Party Secretary-

General Jiang Zemin (left)
met Mr. Li Ka-shing in
Zhongnanhai, Beijing, Janu-
ary 17, 1990.
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President Yang Shangkun
(right) met Mr. Li Ka-shing
in Beijing’s Great Hall of the
People on January 17, 1990.
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