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Abstract
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The theology of Jiirgen Moltmann is rich in dialectical
thought. Based on the achievements gained by the predecessor-
researchers on Moltmann both in the West and in China, this
book attempts to give a survey of Moltmann’s theology and
explore the deep dialectical thought contained in it. This book
is divided into five parts. In the introduction part, through pres-
enting the outline of the research fruits gained by other researchers
and investigating the development and meaning of the concept
“dialectics” , the author points out that the dialectics of Moltmann's
theology can deepen the understanding of both Moltmann’s theology
and the concept of dialectics. The following four parts constitutes the
main contents of the dialectics of Moltmann’s theology. Specifically
speaking, part two, entitled the Strictural Dialectics, expounds the
development and structure of Moltmann’s theology, by which the
reader can grasp the main theological thought and structure of Jiirgen
Moltmann’s works with the knowledge of his particular theological
experiences. Part three, the Divine Dialectics, explores Moltmann’s

dialectical thought in the scopé of the pure theology, i e., the the-
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ology within the boundary of God’s divine being. This part digs out
that Moltmann’s theology embodies a dialectical process in the sense
of logic: the logos gives birth to One, One gives birth to Two,
Two gives birth to Three and Three gives birth to All. The Historical
Dialectics, which is the fourth part, concerns with Moltmann’s inter-
pretation of the relationship between God and history. The author e-
licits that Moltmann’s historical thought is a dialectical synthesis of Es-
chatology, history of the Kingdom of God and mysticism. The last
part, the Dialogic Dialectics, mainly discusses Moltmann’s thought of
religious dialogue and scans the dialogic characteristics in his theology
from the influence from the new and classical Marxism, and con-
cludes that Moltmann’s theology is not a theological monologue but
an open system in a dialogue with both Christian and non-Christian
thoughts. Dialectics is a theme discussed not only in philosophy, but
also in Christian theology. Through the exploration into the dialecti-
cal thought of Jiirgen Moltmann’s theology, it will help us to grasp
the main content, characteristics, achievements and limitations of
Moltmann’s theology; besides, it will enhance our understanding of
the concept of “dialectics”, with which our comprehension of

Marxist dialectics will be deepened simultaneously.
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