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Preface

Over two millennia ago, China experienced a boom of ideas
and philosophies in the form of “100 Schools of Thought”.
Confucius, Mencius, Laozi, Zhuangzi, Mozi, Xunzi, Hanfeizi,
Sun Tzu ... These are the stellar names behind the philosophical
schools like Confucianism, Taoism, Mohism, Legalism, etc. in
the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period
(from 770 BC to 221 BC). The classics of these ancient sages
contain great wisdom and have exerted profound influence on
Chinese history and thought. While the classics themselves
may seem difficult to understand today, you can find lucid and
accessible explanations of the ancient philosophies in the books
of Wisdom of Ancient Chinese Sages. With ‘the help of a
collection of short and interesting stories, you can get to know
the lives and thoughts of the ancient sages, the axioms and
allegories they employed to illustrate their ideas, and some facts
about the historical era they lived in.

With the aim of presenting the ancient Chinese classics to
the world audience, Wisdom of Ancient Chinese Sages boasts
three advantages:

Easiness — Each book in the series is comprised of only a

few dozen stories, each of which has no more than 2,000 words



and can be glanced through in a 10-minute coffee break. Even
in your busy life, you can always snatch some time to enjoy a
stosy of wisdom and gain some spiritual nourishment.

Efficiency — The classics may seem a little obscure today
since they are written in the ancient Chinese. In this Chinese-
English version of Wisdom of Ancient Chinese Sages, however,
the classics are rendered in simple, everyday English. Without
having to tax your brains, you can readily comprehend the
profound wisdom of the ancient sages.

Attractiveness — With all the short but lively stories
accompanied by beautiful illustrations, Wisdom of Ancient
Chinese Sages explains to you the ancient philosophical ideas
in a friendly and agreeable way.

The ancient philosophical classics in the “100 Schools of
Thought” are an important spiritual heritage of China and impose
great cultural reverberations beyond the Chinese borders. We
hope that the series may let the readers develop an interest in
the ancient Chinese sages and their philosophies, and
appreciéte the quintessential Chinese wisdom that may prove

useful in present day.
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