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. Concepts and Definitions #&xx¢

langue vs. parole: the language system shared by a “speech community”; and the
concrete utterances of a speaker.

EEE5EIE: — “FiELE REESRS; WIEASIRULAIETE,



Part T Microlinguistics
E—HD WUEBESF
design features: the distinctive features of human language that essentially make
human language distinguishable from languages of animals.
BERE: ANARDEAXES SIYRES KAOTFHARETHX M
R
arbitrariness: the absence of any physical correspondence between linguistic signals
and the entities to which they refer.
FEEM: ESMAS XS I LR AN FEEM YRR R
duality: the structural organization of language into two abstract levels: meaningful
units (e.g. words) and meaningless segments (e.g. sounds, letters).
R BEHNSWHAT AWM HRNZE: BEXHWAT (iEE )
MBS R B (IiEE . 78 ).
displacement: the ability of language to refer to contexts removed from the speaker’s
immediate situation.
At A REBRIRULE N SRR LIS MYIES
function: the role language plays in communication (e.g. to express ideas, attitudes) or
in particular social situations (e.g. religious, legal).
Thee: BREREH (REWA . SES) St EE (s, w8y
) PETEREN.
synchronic & diachronic: an approach that studies language at a theoretical “point” in
time; and the study of development of language or languages over time.
Hut5HA: 7EE B W ARIESN S, HIRESHENRER
AL TT i
prescriptive & descriptive: to make authoritarian statement about the correctness of a
particular use of language; and to make an objective and systematic account of the
patterns and use of a language or variety.
MEASHER: XN TESEHNSE, WM, —FENES EHHE
HATEUBERLE ;3 B — MR E MRS HIC RS SRR,
phatic communion: a talk used to establish atmosphere or maintain social contacts.
S : FARQEIAREF SR RIIRG
metalanguage: a language used for talking about language.
TIEE: ARRBEFTIIES
competence vs. performance: unconscious knowledge of the system of grammatical
rules in a language; and the language actually used by people in speaking or writing.
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1. VVhatBlanguage?
‘H" IEll:u

Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human communication.

Broadly agreed upon among linguists, this definition covers four important aspects:
system, arbitrary, symbol and vocal. It is a system, since linguistic elements
are arranged systematically, rather than chaotically. Its being a system ensures
a common ground on which the users can grasp it and understand it. Arbitrary,
in the sense that there is usually without intrinsic connection between a word
(dog, for instance) and the thing referred to by the word “dog”. A quotation from
Shakespeare would make a good example: “A rose by any other name would smell
as sweet.” That is why there are numerous languages in the world, with so many
different sounds and writings, all of which carry more or less the same meanings.
It is symbolic, because words (writings/pictogram) are associated with objects,
concepts, actions, by nothing more than convention. In other words, language users
employ the sounds or vocal forms to symbolize what they wish to convey. It is
vocal, because sound or speech is the primary medium for all human languages.
Writing systems developed much later than the spoken forms. This recognition can
be proved by the fact that every normal human can talk in a certain language but
not necessarily is able to write.

B REARREIFHEBEMEEFTSHER, XRESFFENEENA
M. BERTUANEEMS. REME. [EEE, FSEULESEE. EF
B—MAR, WRES RS R REEMARRLMPFBE—REN. FRE
HHER, MEIET —MESEHE EEAER TR, WEFRET
B, BEE, A (I A7) SRR NYIEZEE F A NTERYER
A, EIPRHN—HAL 5 MRERIX AR, - RBEEAEEMUT A%
¥, HREIE R L, R P MEREWNIES, AXASAFEB
EHHSCT, B X Z MR WEFAMSH, BERRERE (3CF/ BE)
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B—ED WMUBEBSF

BREVHE A B PA ., Bk, TSN RRAEMH/IN. 52, AMTH—
EMEESIEEERXEZRMEMRAMZREY . BSRAEHKN, BENHE
BIEEXN TEALNEFTHEE —HN, XFRENL DB ERES
%, BORILG AT M FRIHLBENEN . B B ABBE—MES, (R
—EREE.

. What functions does language have?
B AWLETNEE?
According to Linguistics: A Course Book by Hu Zhuanglin, language has at least
seven functions: phatic (language used to create a certain atmosphere or keep social
contacts); directive (language used to make the hearer do something); informative
(language used to tell someone something); interrogative (language used to get
message); expressive (language used to show the feeling and attitudes of the
speaker); evocative (language used to create certain feeling in the hearer); and
performative (which means people speak to do things or to perform actions).
RIS GESS¥EA ), BEE0F -LAIIgE: BINIiEE (FBEMES
K=t —E R R B ER R A R RES ), 184 ThRE (FR1E S T AR
WrEME ); FRINEE (FHETRRIEAEER ); BERTIEE (381575 RISRIREL
FHE); RENEE (FBIEFRARER T EORESEE); R (HEF
5 REVrEIFS / ) FfTHiee (BAMTRIERAE “ME” 8URm
EFRATEIIXFRIE ).

. What are features of human language specified by C. Hockett?
EREFEPT AKIES NMLERE?
American linguist Charles Hockett proposed a defining framework in order to
distinguish human language from any animal system of communication and help
further understand the nature of language. He specified thirteen design features,
five of which are mostly discussed.
Arbitrariness—a sign of sophistication only humans are capable of. Animals cannot
establish artificial /learned means to express themselves.
Creativity—animals are quite limited in the messages they are able to send.
They invariably use the same innate manner (noise/body movement) as fixed
communication. There are no combinations or changes.

Duality—a feature totally lacking in any animal communication. Animals
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communicate only in small limited number of sounds or physical movement.
Displacement—No animal can “talk” about things removed from the immediate
situation. A dog can never purposefully phonetically /vocally tell its owner what
happened three days before. ’

Cultural transmission—Details of human language system are taught and learned
while animals are born with the capacity to send out certain signals as a means of
limited communication. A bee, for example, is born to be able to tell where it found
flowers by certain dancing.
EEME—REALSBEENE M, AT —ERRIN /%
S FRIGHIZZI Ko

AEE— W BT RRIE R E B RHA R, BITRRUERWEE R (55
B/ BAEE) K, WEAS, hEEk,

CREUE—I 2N R X T, hY RAERA BRI B e Eh ek
Fiko '

BAM— AR RIS AEMRRBGNEY. —BAREESE B
LUEE / Ok R REFA=RATE R4 ME,

XA EN— ARET R RN AAAT B H S EMHRIRN, Wahin
AORBLRER MIELL(E S, LIHT AR, thin, e kutA e
SRR URIK AEAELE(T AL

. What is linguistics?

HAaRBEHE?

Linguistics is the scientific study of language. It studies not just one language of
any one community (tribe or society), but the language of all human beings. A
linguist, though not having to know and use a large number of languages, ought to
have a wide experience of different types of language. His task is not to learn to use
any one particular language, but to investigate how each language is constructed.
He is also concerned with how a language varies from dialect to dialect, from class
to class, how it changes from century to century, how children acquire their mother
tongue, and perhaps how a person learns or should learn a foreign language. In
short, linguistics studies the general principles whereupon all human languages
are constructed and operate as systems of communication in their societies or

comimunities.
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BB RNEFHATRREMR, EEERUFRE S (%A )
RAEMIES, MEMTEARESTEXNER, RE—METERALER LA
MAREBHIES, BALINEMEHENESERT K. B5¥FROESIEE
HEREMNE—FEES, MESENHRE—FIES NS, ftsk
FRMBIFIE S T B 2000, BrgEFmf, Smeisbindd, JLERn
BEHER, UURAD AR ERE IIMESRE, BEME, EF¥IR
FRAAE At Bt SRR G N SGE 5 H 3 FI Ve SR B — i
. What are the major branches of linguistics? What does each of them study?
BEANTIES I FZRERE? HARRNBZEAH4?

The study of language as a whole is often called general linguistics. However, a
linguist sometimes is able to tackle only one or two aspects of language at a time,
thus the arise of various branches:

Phonetics: the study of the phonic medium of language. It is concemed with how
speech sounds are produced and classified in all languages of the world.
Phonology: the study of sound system—the whole of distinctive sounds that occur
in a language and the patterns into which they fall. How sounds form systems and
function to convey meaning.

Morphology: How morphemes are combined to form words.

Syntax: How morphemes and words are combined to form sentences.

Semantics: The study of meaning (in abstraction).

Pragmatics: The study of meaning in the context of use.

Sociolinguistics: The study of language with reference to society.

Psycholinguistics: The study of language with reference to the working of the mind.
Applied Linguistics: The application of linguistic principles and theories to
language teaching and learning.
EEFHBARMRER ML EESY, OFRERES ., B0, 2ARER
MBEAMNES, RTIEBEFHOERME, ~MESEREFAR T FIHesS
RFZEM, hEERRRESBEEENE-FANFE. Hl, B5%%
WP RE I, HHBERES T E. L, THERFBFAREFRREN.
EEY: OIUEE BRI a2,

BRY: PIES RIS BRI IR E X,

e PFRIAERHE LA BRI
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6. Why is linguistics a scientific study of language?
AT 4B FR—T1RIE?
Linguistics investigates not any particular language, but languages in general.
linguistic study is scientific because it is based on the systematic investigation of
authentic language data. No serious linguistic conclusion is reached until after
the linguist has done the following three things: observing the way language is
actually used, formulating some hypotheses, and testing these hypotheses against
linguistic facts to prove their validity. During the whole process of his research, a
linguist usually follows four principles: exclusiveness, consistency, economy and
objectivity.
B S FUS A REMSHRMIES, MEMAMNIES . HRpR RN
1EE R A EREFFRHTREFRWEM L, FFHRAB/ BT
o] RS T8 Z TR ZESE AR = . WERIE 5 90hR el M 5 2
Wl —ERE; HESF RIS X SRR TR, R MR BS, 15
BAZOREEMAVIARIEN . SR M B SRR

7. Of the two major media of communication, writing and speech, which one is
primary?
WA EBRZRENT, BDALENPSEE, B—FHEFE 7
It is generally held in linguistics that speech is the primary medium, writing the
secondary. The former has a history of at least 100,000 years whereas the latter only
about 6,000 years. Besides, speech plays a greater role in daily communication. A
larger amount of communication is carried out in speech than in writing and speech
is the way in which people acquire their native language. Children, for instance,
learn to speak before they learn to write.
EEFRMNERIAE, OB ARZTREN FESE—AL, BEIEES .
HEAZED 10 TENFHE, MEENE 6 000 FEAKNHY. FEHEIERTRL



Part 1 Microlinguistics

-5 BWESY
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. What is the difference between langue and parole?
BEMSEZENX AR A?

First proposed by Saussure, a Swiss linguist, “langue” refers to the abstract
linguistic system shared by all the members of a speech community and “parole”
refers to the actual or actualized personal language. Langue is relatively stable
and systematic, parole is subject to personal and situational constraints; langue is
not spoken by an individual, parole is always a naturally occurring event. What a
linguist should do, according to Saussure, is to draw rules from-a mass of confused
facts.

R MEIEX NS eRMRTIES¥RERERBHEN, EF" B
— N HIBHERNITA A RFEHOMRES RE, T “FiE" BHRENT
XERIE T REW T AWLIRZEH, BEEEMEMEEMRSEN, REH
MARER; FEWZEAR, BAWR, MEEk, SERWHEREE
o HM, RERINK, BFFRMN—HELELATET ISR H IHREHN,

. What is the distinction between competence and performance?
BERNESEREMHAER?
Chomsky proposed this concept. “Competence” refers to the ideal user’s knowledge
of rules of his language, that is, of its sound structure, its words and its grammatical
rules. A transformational-generative grammar is a model of language competence.
“Performance” refers to the actualization of the ideal language user’s knowledge of
the rules of his language in utterances. It means the actual saying of something, the
act of speech itself.
Competence enables a speaker to produce and understand verbal expressions.
A speaker’s competence is stable while his performance is often influenced by
psychological and social factors. A speaker’s performance does not always equal
his supposed competence.
REEFEFIBER X XS, EFS IRERENEEERER
FIRIE S MR, BRI S BB S G R R FEEMIN A IR, B,
H R BOEY:, “ESBA BEENIE S EHE IS S AR LPRIIES 3
PRz fl. BIRSHEITANAE S,




