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E The Man Who Desired Gold

He gazed sadly at his simple home and the open workshop in which stood a
partially completed chariot’.

His wife frequently appeared at the door. Her furtive glances in his direction
reminded him that the meal bag was almost empty and he should be at work.

Bansir, the chariot builder, was too engrossed® in his own problem to be bothered
by the noise of industry within the walls of Babylon. The city was a mix of grandeur
and squalor incredible displays of wealth and the direst poverty. Bansir could not
understand why he worked so hard and was still numbered amongst the lowly.

He was so caught up with his deliberations that he was not aware of his friend
Kobbi walking towards him playing his lyre. Kobbi’s elaborate salute went unnoticed,
much less his request for two humble shekels!

“If | did have two shekels,” Bansir responded gloomily, “to no one could | lend
them — not even to you, my best of friends; for they would be my fortune — my
entire fortune. No one lends his entire fortune, not even to his best friends.”

Shocked, Kobbi listened to Bansir recall his day dream. Bansir dreamt he was a
man of means and enjoyed the glorious feeling of contentment and surplus gold
flowing from his purse.

“ «++ 8o why should such pleasant feelings as it aroused turn thee into a gium
statue on the wall?” said Kobbi.

“Why indeed! Because when | awoke and remembered how empty was my
purse, a feeling of rebellion swept over me.”

Recalling their days as young men, Bansir and Kobbi touched on their
experiences with money. They had earned so much gold over the years but did not
have anything to show for it. They both had hoped that one day, prosperity would be
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bestowed® upon them! They were coming to the realization that such a blessing was
not imminent, often planning and scheming that their families didn’t go hungry.

Bansir’s dismal* mood soon caught hold with Kobbi, both of them entirely
miserable reaching their threshold and coming up with their best idea yet!

“We do not wish to go on year after year living slavish lives. Working working,
working! Getting nowhere.”

“Might we not find out how others acquire gold and do as they do? " Kobbi
inquired.

“Perhaps there is some secret we might learn if we but sought from those who
knew,” replied Bansir thoughtfuily.

They remembered a friend, Arkad, who they had schooled with who was blessed
with prosperify, and the city claimed to be “The richest man in Babylon.” They
decided to consult Arkad.

“You makes me realize the reason why we have never found any measure of
wealth. We never sought it! In those things toward which we exerted our best
endeavors we succeeded. It biddeth us to learn more that we may prosper more.
With a new understanding we shall find more honorable ways to accomplish our
desires.”

“Let us go to Arkad this very day”, Bansir urged.

Bansir and Kobbi proceeded to gather a group of boyhood friends who had
need of the same guidance.
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1. chariot ['tfeeriat] n. (HAH UL, (18 LAY ) WEILE
The old man is good at making chariot.
XAEAMKFSEmMEILE,

2. engrossed [in'graust] adj. £® 30, TOBGEN
Bl He is deeply engrossed in physical research.
R TR F TR

3. bestow [bi'stou] v.18---W#8-F, 1E---£5-F(on,upon)
[l The trophy was bestowed upon the winner,

R RE T HRBE,

4. dismal ['dizmal] adj tEBAY, BAREAY, TLIBAY , BREY
This year’s harvest was a dismal failure.
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1. Because when | awoke and remembered how empty was my purse,a feeling of rebellion
swept over me.

BAARERRIR, F RSN RSBRTEXRE,

2. They were coming to the realization that such a blessing was not imminent,often plan—'
ning and scheming that their families didn’t go hungry.

mS NETHE, RININFRELFABHTHEZ T AMNR—NBERERATERSE
BC#&R.

b2t iU RRLY
1. Did Bansir lend two shekels to Kobbi?

2. Why have they never found any measure of wealth?

ZNIEE

feel one’s ears burning B&&#( ERE AT T ELGLMR)
A: We talked about you all night.
B: We,no wonder | feel my ears burning last night.
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The Richest Man in Babylon

Arkad was famed across the land for his great wealth, liberality’, and generosity
with family and charity. The group that Bansir and Kobbi had assembled opened up
their discussion with some interesting perceptions about life.

“Why then should a fickle? fate single you out to enjoy all the good things of life
and ignore us who equally deserve?”

“If you have not acquired more than a bare existence in the years since we were
youths, it is because you have either failed to learn the laws that govern the building
of wealth, or else you do not observe them. ‘Fickle fate’ is a vicious goddess who
brings no permanent good to anyone makes wanton spenders, who soon dissipate® all
they receive.”

Easy money doesn’t stick around is what Arkad preaches. So true. Think of
people close to you who have won lotteries and the like. The far majority are without
today!

Arkad was asked the obvious question about how he has acquired his fortune.
He made an assessment from his early years that the things that brought happiness
and contentment were magnified by the existence of wealth.
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“Wealth is power. With wealth many things are possible.”

When he had this realization, he decided to claim his share of the good things of
life because he would not be satisfied with the lot of a poor man. He determined the
following;

1. He would have to immerse* himself and study wealth accumulation.

2. Once learned, he would follow the laws and do it well.

Arkad explained to the group that there were two types of learning. One was the
things we learned and knew, the other the training that taught us how to find out what
we don’t know.

One of Arkad’s clients, a wealthy man called Algamish, wanted a job done over
night. Arkad in exchange for such prompt service requested Algamish to inform him
as to how he may too become wealthy.

The first piece of advice from Algamish — “| found the road to wealth when |
decided that a part of all | earned was mine to keep.” The advice to save no less
than a tenth of what Arkad earned was the start of a transformation.

“Every gold piece that you save is a slave to work for you. Every copper it earns
is its child that also can earn for you.”

When Arkad met up with Algamish twelve months later, he had saved a tenth of
his earnings but had given it to Azmur the Bricklayer to invest in rare jewels. This was
where Algamish’s next piece of advice was to make a change for Arkad.

“Every fool must learn,” he growled, “but why trust the knowledge of a Brick
maker about jewels? next time if you would have advice about jewels, go to the jewel
merchant. Advice is one thing that is freely given away, but watch that you take only
what is worth having.”

The jewels the Brick maker bought were worthless and Arkad learnt the lesson.
The habit to save was now fully entrenched so he quickly amassed more gold.

After another twelve months, Algamish returned to meet with Arkad. Arkad
reported that he had been loaning his savings to Agger the Shieldmaker who was
paying interest on the borrowings. Some of his gold he was using for feasts and
buying luxurious items.

Algamish advised further: “You do eat the children of your savings. Then how do
you expect them to work for you? And how can they have children that will also work
for you? First get thee an army of golden slaves and then many a rich banquet may
you enjoy without regret.”

Another 24 months passes and Algamish compliments Arkad on his rigid
adherence® to his teachings.
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“Arkad,”he continued, “you have learned the lessons well. You first learned to
live on less than you earn. Next you learned to seek advice from those who were
competent --- Lastly, you have learned to make gold work for you.”

“Opportunity is a haughty goddess who wastes no time with those who are
unprepared.”
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