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The Underwater Embodiment of
History

Foreword by the Minister

Taiwan enlivens the intersection of the largest continent and the biggest ocean in the
world, where eastern and western civilizations meet and mainland culture joins its marine
counterpart. Such encounters spark magnificent fires of wisdom. It is said by researchers
that the Taiwan Straits during the Ice Age formed the land bridge between Taiwan and
Mainland China. It follows that the Black Ditch now beneath the Taiwan Straits may house
the remains of human beings of the Old Stone Age and traces of ancient animals. As the sea
level rose, it is possible that those human habitations of the New Stone Age and Historical
Age as well as the traces of their activities became submerged. The sea surrounding Taiwan
had provided the most important transportation channels when the Han People navigated
to Taiwan, when peoples of the Micronesian linguistic framily started their migration, and
when oceanic trade was thriving in the 16th century. Many of these historical events have
been recorded in stories and books.. But now we have a more direct way to examine these
events, which is to look for them under the sea. Beneath the sea level were buried different
types of evidence of those maritime experience and of the multi-cultural heritage. Such

archaeological evidence can best account for the ancient history of human beings.

When the Headquarter Administration of Cultural Heritage was established under the
Council for Cultural Affairs, the Government of Taiwan had an official agency dedicated to
the preservation of underwater cultural heritage. The Administration’s authority includes
a general survey of underwater cultural heritage in the Sea of Taiwan, the drafting of laws
and regulations governing the preservation of underwater cultural properties, technical
development, human-resource development, historical survey, reuse of the historic sites,
the study of preservation science, the setting up of management standards for equipment-
storage, and the establishment of maps for underwater archaeological surveys. It is also part
of the job for the Headquarter Administration to learn from its foreign counterpart those

experiences gained by renowned international agencies.
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There are quite a few nations that have highly developed and sophisticated technology
for underwater archaeological surveys. Among them is the Department for Underwater
and Undersea Archeological Research (DRASSM) which belongs to the French Ministry
of Culture. Having abundant experience and achievement of archacology, DRASSM is the
oldest institute of its kind established by public authority. The Council for Cultural Affairs
in Taiwan has enjoyed close working relationships with the Ministry of Culture in France.
At this time, thanks to the introduction and assistance by the Ministry of Culture as well
as the French Institute in Taipei, France and Taiwan have been able to cooperate fruitfully
in matters of underwater cultural heritage investigation, human resource development,
and educational promotion activities. We have signed an Administrative Agreement on
Cooperation. This signifies our achievements in terms of cultural diplomacy, execution of
the blue sea strategy, and enhancement of the preservation and conservation of underwater

cultural heritage.

In 2001, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) adopted the Convention on the Protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage
(the UCH Convention). However, so far underwater archaeology and the protection of
underwater cultural heritage in Taiwan have not reached maturation. As a member of the
international community located in the intersection of marine and land civilizations, Taiwan
has an obligation to respect and follow the UCH Convention. It is also our duty to enhance
and preserve maritime culture, to cultivate underwater archaeology experts, to cooperate
with local industries, and to enrich cultural tourism through investigation of and study
on underwater cultural heritage in adjacent seas. In so doing we will be able to establish
our nation as an oceanic State while ensuring the preservation and development of the

diversified marine cultures of Taiwan.

WMM-

Minister,

Council for Cultural Affairs,
Taiwan, R.O.C.

2008
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The Ship without a Shadow

Preface by Director of HACH (Provisional Office)

The story started in 2005 when Ma-Gong Harbor of Peng-Hu Isles was being dredged.
Rumors about a sunken ship might lie deep in the harbor broke out, catching the attention

of local residents and mass media. The dredging project was suspended.

Was there any sunken ship? Guesswork went wild. In order to locate the answer,
the Provisional Office of Headquarter Administration of Cultural Heritage (HACH)
decided to “let the evidence speak for itself,” by surveying the story the scientific ways.
We commissioned an inquiry project to Dr. Tsang Cheng-hwa, a well-known researcher
from Academia Sinica, to lead a survey team to the Peng-Hu harbor. Some French
underwater archaeology experts from the French Department for Underwater and Undersea
Archeological Research (DRASSM) were also invited, because they have accumulated
abundant experiences in this field for the over 40 years. Such input was made possible by
long-term cooperative relations between Taiwan and France through cultural exchange
activities. After thorough and careful explorations by means of scientific equipments and
underwater diving, an assessment report was filed. It concluded that it is less likely there is
any sunken ship lying under the Ma-Gong Harbor. Such conclusion was neither satisfactory
nor romantic. Yet, Taiwan’s underwater cultural heritage surveying efforts were touched off

through this pursuit of “the ship without a shadow.”

During these French experts’ staying period, we arranged a series of working seminars
for them to share their resourceful experiences on underwater archaeology. Later, an
Administrative Agreement on Underwater Archaeological Cooperation was signed by our
related national agency with its French counterpart, with the assistance provided by French
Ministry of Culture and French Institute in Taipei. Under this agreement, two Taiwanese
trainees were sent to France to learn how to locate and dig sunken vessels by actually doing
it. So as this Headquarter Administration, according to the agreement, was able to compile

those fruitful results of both cultural conservation and cultural diplomacy into a book that
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recorded faithfully the first ever underwater archaeology joint operations between France
and Taiwan. It is our sincere hope that, with this book, people in Taiwan would be able to
further understand relevant French laws and regulations on underwater cultural heritage
protection, survey techniques, research and promotions. These information could be an

excellent reference for Taiwan to cultivate its own underwater archaeological capacity.

Owing to its geo-strategic location, Taiwan has been near to the region’s important
marine transportation channels since the early human age. Residents and migrant people
from different historical times come and go, leaving us with ample marine experiences,
historical and cultural remains. These all contributed to the well diversified historical
substance and folkish images of Taiwan. In order to develop our own marine culture
and establish an “oceanic image” that is the symbol of a maritime people and its unique
cultural substance, the Executive Yuan established in 2004 the National Council for the
Advancement of Ocean Affairs. Since its establishment, this Headquarter Administration
has been working hard on these obligations. We shall continue to make sound the laws and
regulations governing underwater cultural heritage conservation, to establish administrative
standard operation procedures for underwater archaeology activities, to develop technology
for underwater digging and to create an educating and training process for professionals
in charge of underwater digging and protection of discovered cultural remains. We shall
organize seminars and workshops to emphasize the importance of conservation concepts
and the spread of related know-hows. We shall also introduce varies advance digging and
conservation technologies from other countries renowned for their underwater archaeology,
and establish an international exchange platform, so as to be well connected and keep
informed internationally. In order to share with the public the achievements of this
Headquarter Administration and to promote cultural heritage conservation concepts, we are
planning to publish on annual basis a series of books and audio-video materials relating to

underwater cultural resources. It is our hope that by such publications, people in Taiwan



can have a better access to materials collected by underwater cultural heritage research. We

also hope to broaden the knowledge base and the capacity of our professionals in this field,

so that we will be sooner well-equipped to preserve our marine cultural treasures with a

mature mindset and actions.

Wang, Show-Lai,

Director,

Provisional Office

Headquarter Administration of Cultural Heritage
Council for Cultural Affairs

Taiwan, R.O.C.

2008
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Préface Taiwan

« La Mer est le plus grand musée du monde », c’est, en substance, la conviction
qu’aurait publiquement affichée au début du XXe siécle un archéologue francgais, suite a
la découverte en Mer Egée de grandes statues grecques en bronze du I'Ve siecle av. J-C.
Faisant leur cette affirmation, de nombreux passionnés se sont dés lors interrogés sur le
moyen de protéger et d’étudier ce patrimoine englouti. Pendant plusieurs décennies les
progres cependant furent lents car la plongée restait une affaire de techniciens tres entrainés
mais peu autonomes puisqu’ils restaient reliés a la surface par des cables et des tuyaux.
Il fallut donc attendre 1943 et la mise au point du scaphandre autonome par les Frangais
Jacques-Yves Cousteau et Emile Gagnan pour que les scientifiques envisagent a leur tour
sérieusement de pénétrer le monde submergé. Dés le début des années 1950, des chantiers
de fouille archéologique sous-marins furent ainsi programmés en mer Méditerranée,
sur les cotes francgaises, turques et italiennes. C’est au vu de leurs résultats qu’André
Malraux, alors ministre frangais de la Culture, décida le 30 septembre 1966 la création du
Département des Recherches Archéologiques Subaquatiques et Sous-Marines (DRASSM),
premier service de recherche au monde créé pour valoriser, protéger et étudier le patrimoine
sous-marin. Cette initiative allait, au fil des années, porter ses fruits ; le bilan en témoigne
! En quarante années d’activités, les archéologues du Drassm ont en effet étudié pres de
1300 épaves, enrichi de leurs collections plus de 45 musées, organisé ou soutenu plusieurs
centaines d’expositions et réalisé hors de France, a la demande de gouvernements étrangers,
une multitude de missions de formation, d’expertise ou de fouille. Sur le seul continent
asiatique, les spécialistes du Drassm ont ainsi conduit prés d’une quinzaine de missions,
du Pakistan aux Philippines, de la Thailande au Sultanat de Brunei... Cette politique d’
ouverture et d’échanges scientifiques, dont I’objectif exclusif est une meilleure prise en
compte planétaire du patrimoine sous-marin de [’humanité, a conduit en septembre 2005
la direction du Drassm a recevoir a Marseille Madame Lee-Fang Li, directrice du National
Center for Research and Conservation of Cultural Properties (NCRCCP) de Tainan. Au
cours de sa visite, Mme Li a notamment mis en exergue la volonté de Taiwan de donner

toute sa place a sa mémoire engloutie en garantissant a 1’avenir une meilleure gestion



administrative et scientifique du patrimoine sous-marin des eaux taiwanaises. A I’issue de
ce premier contact, la France et Taiwan ont donc convenu d’inaugurer une collaboration
scientifique qui s’est, des le mois de septembre 2006, matérialisée par une mission du
Drassm sur place. Confiée a Jean-Luc Massy, cette rencontre a conduit a proposer qu’
une équipe du Drassm s’associe a I’expertise approfondie du site portuaire de Makong
réputé héberger une épave archéologique d’origine asiatique. Il a par ailleurs été décidé
de prolonger I’expertise de Makong par la mise en place d’un premier cycle de formation
destiné a présenter aux spécialistes taiwanais de 1’archéologie, de la restauration et de la
protection des sites maritimes, un rapide tour d’horizon juridique, technique, scientifique et
humain des structures francaises de I’archéologie sous-marine. Ce programme ambitieux s’
est de fait concrétisé, dés mars 2007, par une seconde mission frangaise a Taiwan. Menée
par une petite équipe d’archéologues conduite par le directeur du Drassm, cette mission,
qui s’est conclue a Tainan par trois jours de conférences et de formation, dont on lira ci-
apres le résumé des communications, a offert I’opportunité d’échanges extrémement
chaleureux entre spécialistes frangais et taiwanais. Elle a aussi amplement démontré la
volonté taiwanaise de s’inscrire d’emblée au meilleur niveau international dans le domaine
de la gestion scientifique et administrative du patrimoine sous-marin. Cette ambition
affichée ne peut naturellement que réjouir les archéologues sous-marins du monde entier
! Par sa localisation géographique, sur la grande route commerciale bordant le sud-est de
la mer de Chine, autant que par son histoire plurimillénaire, marquée par le passage de
navigateurs venus de tous les horizons, le domaine maritime taiwanais est en effet 1’un des
trés haut-lieux de I’histoire maritime mondiale. Si I’on associe a ces facteurs, stratégiques
et historiques, des conditions climatiques parfois chaotiques qui font alterner dans la région
moussons et cyclones, il est logique d’en déduire que les eaux maritimes taiwanaises
recélent probablement aujourd’hui 1’un des plus grands cimetiéres sous-marins du monde.
La coopération qui s’amorce entre les spécialistes frangais et taiwanais devrait donc imposer
a terme 1’archéologie sous-marine taiwanaise comme un pdle de référence planétaire en
matiere de valorisation du patrimoine immergé de [’humanité. C’est en tout cas le succes
qu’on souhaite a la démarche entreprise et ce serait pour les spécialistes frangais la plus
belle des récompenses que d’avoir contribué, méme modestement, a I’éclosion a Taiwan de

cette discipline .

Michel L’Hour
Directeur du DRASSM
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