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This book is for the exhibition of “Mineral Treasures of the World”, which is co-
sponsored by the Geological Museum of China and the Collector’s Edge Minerals,
Inc..

Planning and negotiations for the exhibition began in 2009. Creation of exhibit
themes, display layouts, display case construction, graphic artwork, book design, security
planning, marketing and a host of other activities were compressed into a tight schedule
in order to open the exhibit in the summer of 2010 during China's World Fair in Shanghai.
Both the Geological Museum of China and the Collector’'s Edge have made greaf
efforts to bring this first ever, one of this kind exhibit fo China.

Many of the world's great mineral specimen localities are represented within the
exhibit. The mineral specimens are very rare and superb examples of their species.
Some exhibit specimens are valued over 2,000,000 Yuan Renminbi.

Each of the mineral treasures represents efforts by museums, collectors and
mining companies to preserve them. Modern mineral preservation techniques are
saving minerals of unprecedented quality. These quality improvements are creating
a new generation of collectors who appreciate the aesthetic beauty of fine mineral
specimens. There are so many new collectors that it was inevitable that prices for
fine minerals would increase and thus many collectors are seeing minerals as a
natural store of wealth.



The Geological Museum of China, founded in 1916, is one of the earliest and
most renowned museums in China with more than 200,000 collections of geological
materials. Mineral crystals constitute one of the most interesting features of the
museum.

Demand for great mineral specimens and a passion to find them inspired the
Collector’'s Edge to create a special mining company to explore and mine for
mineral specimen treasures. Over 26 years, the Collector's Edge developed special,
award winning collecting techniques to preserve mineral specimens. Many the
Collector’s Edge discoveries are represented within the exhibit; most notably, the
rhodochrosite specimens.

The Collector’'s Edge is honored to have been selected by the Geology Museum
of China to co-sponsor this exhibition. The Collector's Edge has been working in
China for over a decade, providing technical assistance to mines interested in
collecting their mineral treasures. The companical has also been an active buyer
of Chinese mineral specimens highlighting them in special frade shows, exhibits and
magazines all over the world.

Much of the excitement in the mineral world is now focused on China. For
the past several decades, China's mineral abundance has been shared with the
world opening up opportunities for collectors to acquire new and wonderful mineral
specimens. Owners of mining properties in China have recognized that producing
and selling mineral specimens can be a profitable enterprise. Ore mining companies
(gold, silver, tungsten, etc) use funds generated from mineral specimens to help pay
mining expenses. Many of the world's greatest mineral specimens are how coming
from China!

The worldwide interest in mineral specimens has ushered in what many call the
“Golden Age of Collecting”. There has never been a better time to view, or own the
world's fop mineral specimen freasures.

The book and the “Mineral Treasures of the World" exhibition give the museum
visitor an opportunity to appreciate the beauty and rarity of mineral specimen
treasures. The book and the “Mineral Treasures of the World" exhibition will also
intfroduce visitors to the world of mineral collecting and why collectors highly value
and prize these fascinating objects.The Geological Museum of China and the
Collector's Edge Minerals, Inc. hope you greatly enjoy the book and the “Mineral
Treasures of the World" exhibition. We hope you enjoy both of them as much as we
have putting it fogether for you.
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RHODOCHROSITE
Locality: Good Luck Pocket, Sweet Home Mine, Alma, Park County, Colorado, USA
Formula: MnCO,
Size: 15cmx22.5cm*5Scm

A world-class rhodochrosite specimen from the famous Good Luck Pocket discovery of 1992.
The piece was collected by Bryan Lees, President of Collector’s Edge. This beautiful specimen
features more than a dozen intergrown, translucent, cherry-red, glassy rhodochrosite crystals to 4.5¢cm
on an edge. The specimen was formerly in the private collection of American industrialist, John
Barlow (1914-2004) of Appleton, Wisconsin. A photograph of this specimen is featured in the 1996

book on his mineral collection, The F. John Barlow Mineral Collection (Page 82).
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Locality: Millennium Pocket, Sweet Home Mine, Alma, Park County, Colorado, USA
Formula: MnCO;, CaF,, (Cu,Fe,Ag,Zn),,Sb,S;
Size: 16ecmx*18.5cmx6cm

This fabulous specimen was recovered from a crystal pocket discovered on January 1, 2000 in the Sweet Home Mine. The pocket
yielded several world-class specimens featuring rhombohedral shaped rhodochrosite crystals having an intense cherry-red color which
were associated with medium purple fluorite crystals. The mine was closed permanently in October of 2004, which makes the specimen
more important.Jeff Scovil Photograph.
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GOLD
Locality: Eagle’s Nest Mine, Placer County,
California, USA
Formula: Au
Size: 15cmx24.5cmx*2.5cm

Since 1982, the Eagle’s Nest Mine has been one
of the world’s most important sources of crystallized
gold specimens. This lustrous, bright, yellow-gold
specimen features intergrown clusters of flattened
octahedral gold crystals. These crystal clusters have

formed into an aesthetic dendritic shape and have a

minor association with massive milky-quartz.
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ORPIMENT ( intergrowth with CALCITE )

Locality: Shimen, Hunan, China
Formula: As,S

Size: 19c¢cm*24cmx15cm

Kept in the Geological Museum of China. Photograph courtesy, of the

Geological Museum of China.

el




. P E R HTie
BARALE R Sb,S,

R.F: 26cmx14cmx13ecm
o [ 3 1 4 48 MR
HiEaEE .

PR

ize: 26cmxl4cm>13cm
Kept in the Geological Museum
of China. Photograph courtesy of the

Geological Museum of China.



