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BEFORER READING:

1. Read the Chinese translation first.

2. Read the English text aloud to yourself.

3. Underline words you don’t know. Try to guess the meaning
of the words.

DURING READING:

1. Listen to the English part as much as possible.
2. Don't try to understand every word. Listen for the main idea.
3. Repeat words and phrases aloud.

AFTER READING:

1. Check the words you underlined in the dictionary.
2. Read the passage again aloud to yourself.
3. Plan a time to listen to it again.
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THE WORLD'S BEST TRAIN TRIPS

(}r/ o board to- see the world A;/ L1t
® by Beth Bowyer Wei

here isn’t a train | wouldn’t take, no matter where

it’s going.” The poet who wrote these words knew
the joy and excitement of train rides. Train travel allows
passengers access to sights that are often missed when
traveling by plane or car. In addition to amazing scenery,
luxurious compartments and fine dining make these train
rides unforgettable experiences.

Alaska, the largest U.S. state, covers 591,004 square
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TRAVEL

miles of beautiful terrain. The Denali Star Train offers a
convenient—and comfortable—way to see some of that
beauty.

On the nearly 500-mile route, passengers view mountains,
forests and tundra through large wraparound windows.
Guests can look up and enjoy flying eagles and snowy
mountains. While enjoying the sights, passengers dine on
local dishes like Alaskan salmon and reindeer sausage.
Along the way, destinations like Denali National Park lure
tourists off the train. The park is home to Mt. McKinley and
wild animals such as grizzly bears and wolves.

On the Blue Train, tourists can experience the wild beauty
of the South African landscape in comfort. Passengers
enjoy fine linens, heated bathroom floors and personal
butlers. This luxurious train travels between Pretoria and
Cape Town.

During the 27-hour trip, passengers view vineyards,
sunflower farms and the ostrich-filled Karoo Desert.
Off —train excursions include a stop in Kimberley, a
historical diamond-rush town. Another excursion—to the
charming village of Matjiesfontein—reminds visitors of 19th-
century London.
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The journey over the roof of Norway on the Bergen Line
connects Bergen and Oslo. This 300-mile line is northern
Europe’s highest railroad. The seven-hour journey gives
tourists breathtaking views of snow-capped mountains,
glaciers and fjords. Passengers can get off at ski resorts
or charming mountain villages along the route.

The train climbs steep hills, takes sharp turns, and
passes through a winding mountain tunnel. It also battles
freezing temperatures, icy winds and snow. But skilled
workers and high-tech equipment keep it moving smoothly.

The luxurious Eastern & Oriental Express offers travelers
glimpses of Southeast Asia’s past and future. On the
three-night journey from Bangkok to Singapore, the
city skyline changes into rice fields and water buffalo.
Off-train excursions include a boat ride on the beautiful
Kwai Yai River. Before arriving in modern Singapore, the
train stops in Penang, Malaysia. There, passengers can
explore colorful shops, elaborate temples and colonial
churches.
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The Trans-Siberian Railway stretches across nearly
10,000 km—roughly one-third of the globe. The route from
Moscow to Beijing via Mongolia, one of the most popular,
takes six days. On the way, travelers pass by Lake Baikal,
the world’s deepest freshwater lake. In the Gobi Desert,
passengers see camels and yurts, circular Mongolian
tents. Various restaurant cars—Russian, Mongolian and
Chinese—are added to the train at different points in the
journey.

As these vacations prove, train rides aren’t only about
getting from place to place. They are a journey of discovery!

TEIXRSCE L, RAT AR 35X S 1 A 2
* 500-mile route © seven-hour journey ¢ 27-hour trip e three-night
journey © 300-mile line

PLER “BeFE—f” BREARAN, HhE2dam—MEAR, Br
LA#7 a9 mile, hour, night #A A Lins,
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access (n) [eekses] #tA; Big; ffiH
luxurious (adj) [Iag'3urias] ZEEM; FEM
tundra (n) [tandra] %+ ; %R

wraparound (adj) [reeparaund] &sHEFHY; LMD =R
ity

salmon (n) ['seeman] f:fh

sausage (n) ['sosidz] &

landscape (n) [leend.skep] Kit; &fa
butler (n) [batlar] BEXR

ostrich (n) ['astrit[] %5

journey (n) [d3zni] kAT

fiord (n) [fjord] Wer

resort (n) [ri'zort] MEHh; FEERA

steep (adj) [stip] BEIKK

oriental (adj) [ori'entl] & HY

glimpse (n) [glimps] #i; —i&

skyline (n) ['skanlain] KPrgk; SRR
colonial (adj) [ka'lonial] 7 RN ; FRMAY
globe (n) [glob] #i¥k; BRRY)

various (adj) [verias] &XEHH; ARIKY



e Beauty of

Belize

“ See nature at its best in this small
Central American country

by Ruth Devlin

n Belize, you'll find no wide, paved highways and
no easy access to wireless Internet. There are no
giant shopping malls with designer boutiques, either. What
can you do? Just about anything nature has to offer! By

day, walk through the thick jungle and search for interesting
wildlife and colorful birds. Or visit caves or go rappelling.
You can also go snorkeling or scuba diving along the
longest barrier reef in the Western Hemisphere. By
night, listen to the sounds of the monkeys, frogs, birds and
insects.

The small Central American country of Belize offers just
about everything for the nature lover. National parks and
nature preserves cover almost half of the country’s



