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Unit One

Text A The Difference Between
Eastern and Western Cultures

China is my second home. I feel comfortable here and happy to be
back again after three years away. I teach English language and literature at
the Beijing Languages Institute, where my Chinese friends have given me a
warm and wonderful welcome. I am delighted to be with them, as I am
deeply interested in China and its people.

However, although I do my best to adapt, I am always a foreigner. My
reactions and language-habits are, and will probably always remain West-
emn, however deep my sympathy with Chinese culture. Identification can
never be complete. For instance, a Chinese friend mentioned to me, not un-
kindly, “You use chopsticks efficiently, but not correctly.” I realised that I
must look horribly clumsy, and blushed for what must look to my hosts as
bad table manners. Without in any way wishing to appear rude, I may have
offended . I know I must often look uncouth and uncultured in Chinese eyes,
because I was brought up to a different set of rules. I make a point of ex-
plaining that if I break the rules of Chinese etiquette, it is through igno-
rance, not through any wish to give offence. Indeed, the thought of respond-
ing to the kindness and courtesy I receive with anything but reciprocal polite-
ness is horrifying to me. I know I must make many embarrassing mistakes,
and trust my Chinese friends to be indulgent with me. My heart is full of
kindness and I mean well. My smiles are sincere.

Of course, mistakes can occur on both sides. One Chinese official re-
fused to accept a Western document because the “chop” or red seal was
missing . He was unaware that in the West such “chops” are unheard of. We
never use them: an official signature is enough. '

Similarly, when a student merrily greeted me as he sailed past on his
bicycle, “Hi, Myer!” he made two mistakes. “Hi!” is a very informal
greeting and it is rude to address a Western woman by her surname alone.
He should have used a title: “Miss” for an unmarried woman, or to be more
up-to-date, “Ms.”; a married woman is “Mrs.”. My student should have
said, “Good morning, Mrs. Myer.” Miss Mary Jones is “Mary” to her
friends, “Miss Jones” to her students or acquaintances. A slight complica-
tion is that British manners are more formal, less free and easy than Ameri-

. 1 .



can manners, but less formal than the Chinese. So if I seem too casual, you
will understand. One Chinese friend told me she liked the Brtish, because
we are polite, while Americans were loud and familiar. I discovered she had
told an American colleague that she disliked the British, because they were
so cold and reserved, and preferred American warmth and vitality!

Another student asked me, “Have you had lunch?” which in English is
a very strange question. I realised, however, that he was thinking in Chi-
nese and literally translating “Ni chi fan le ma?” into English. Some ques-
tions which in Chinese belong to polite small talk are never asked in Eng-
lish—indeed, they might well be considered intrusive. British children are
taught it is rude to ask a person’s age or to say, “Where are you going?”
One’s age, especially a lady’s, is considered a secret. If somebody tells
you his or her age, and some old people do, it is courteous to say, “Really?
you don” t look it.” This means, “You look younger than you say.” One
does not tell the truth in such cases ——the polite formula is a “white lie” .
It is not polite, either, to ask a person’s salary though “What do you do?”

“Where do you work?” “What is your job?” are all acceptable conversation-
al openings. “Are you married?” and (if the answer is yes), “Have you any
children?” are also normal questions.

But as in China, it is always safest to talk about the weather. Such ex-
pressions as “Nice day, isn’t it?” “How do you like our climate?” or “Cold
today, isn’t it?” are always harmless. If it is raining, some English people
like to say, “It’s lovely weather for ducks!”

NEW WORDS

delight [ dilait] ut. & vi. give great pleasure to, please greatly fi &%,
Rk

adapt [odeept] . make (sth.) suitable for a new need, etc. f#
38

sympathy ['simpo®i] n. BESEE, 7R, R

identification [aidentifikeifon] n. A RSB A RER, AR

chopsticks [ 'tfopstiks] n. BT

efficiently [ififontli] adv. BHe i, BEREATHL

clumsy ['klamzi] adj. heavy and ungraceful in movement ZE3H#)

blush [blaf] wi. become red (in the face) from shame or confu-
sion 4T

uncouth [ Anku®] adj. rough, awkward, uncultured & 1) ;5319 ;

* 2 .



HEHIFH

etiquette [ etiket] n. A4, 4L

ignorance ['ignorens] n. TR

courtesy [ 'katisi] n. polite behavior #L5 , FRAS

reciprocal [ risiprokal] adj. given and received in return A/ ; LK)

embarrass [ imberes] . cause to feel ashamed or socially uncomfortable
£ HEERA

indulgent [ indaldzent] adj. habitually too kind to other people FEZEH, A
B, A

chop [ tfop] n. official seal of stamp FEP, &

signature [ 'signitfa] n. person’s name signed by himself 247 , & %

acquaintance [ skweintons] n. person whom one has met a few times #4 A

complication [ komplikeifon] n. 2%y IREL; ERIEN

casual ['kaezjusl] adj. informal BE{ERY

colleague ['kolig] n. Gk

reserved [rizovd] adj. FEN; B

vitality [ vaiteliti] n. PN i

intrusive [ in'trusiv] adj. REEH, B TR

courteous ['katjos] adj. having, showing good manners; polite and kind
(10) HWHILK, FSH

formula. [‘fomjula] n. BEE, B AEE

PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

be delighted to be greatly pleased to 7R &%

do one’s best RA

bring up B, 8F

make a point of . .. HRMGRIERE

small talk PRR, K

white lie TR RERPEE , B RTERTE , ik

PROPER NAMES

Beijing Languages Institute R ¥R



NOTES

1. However deep my sympathy with Chinese culture

FEREPEHBEERERAEH

2. Identification can never be complete 5€4[F] k2 2% A A GEAY

3. .

4. .

. . because I was brought up to a different set of rules
- HARERE—EARFEALSERN KA

.. and trust my Chinese friend to be indulgent with me
- MEAREERO P RPN BREIEREEHN

5. ... the polite formula is a “white lie” ZZE & 2H“TFKiE"
6. It’s lovely weather for ducks.It’s going to rain.

EXERCISES

I. Comprehension of the Text

Choose the best answer for each of the following.
1. The main reason why the author came back to China after three years away was

that .

A. she wanted to teach English and literature in China
B. China is her second home

C. she felt a great interest in China and its people

D. she would be given a warm and wonderful welcome

2. The author wanted to speak and act like a Chinese but she couldn’t because

. she did not try her best to do so
she was horribly clumsy
she did not like Chinese culture
. £he had grown up in a different cultural background

Dow

. Sometlmes the author broke the rules of Chinese etiquette because

A. she wanted to offend Chinese
B. she was unaware of them -
C. she wanted to explain them
D. she did not want to follow them

. When the author made some embarrassing mistakes her Chinese friends did not

laugh at her but
A. felt very angry with her

« 4 -



B. were kind enough to forgive her
C. made her feel embarrassed
D. told her not to do so

5. The Westerners often use to prove legality of their documents.
A. red seals B. some “chops”
C. official signatures D. stamps

6. Maria Edgeworth is a woman with three children. If you are one of her students
you should call her .
A. Maria B. Miss Maria

C. Mrs. Edgeworth ‘D. Mrs. Maris
7. In paragraph 5, “. .. the polite formula is a white lie” means that

A. the purpose of lying intentionally is to be polite
B. some people lie unintentionally

C. telling lies is out of response

D. a white lie is not a lie

8. In the author’s opinion is one of the most formal manners.
A. the British manner B. the Chinese manner
C. the American manner D. the Australian manner

9. Which of the following conversational openings is considered acceptable for an
Englishman?
A. It is going to rain, do you think so?

~ B. How much do you earn per month?
C. Have you had your breakfast?
D. How old are you?
10. The passage tells us that
A. everyone must know the difference between Eastern and Western cultures
B. culture gap between East and West can never be covered
C. foreign language leamners should pay attention to the difference between East-
ern and Western cultures

D. the difference between Eastemn and Western cultures is very important

[l . Topics for Discussion
1. Do you agree that different countries have different cultures? Can you give some
examples to illustrate?
2. As a foreign language leammer how should you pay attention to the difference be-
tween Eastern and Western cultures? '

[l . Vocabulary
1. Complete each of the*following sentences by putting in the missing word, with the

,-5.



2.

first letter given. Be careful to use the words in their proper forms.
1) We should be d to have you become a member of the institute.
2) Our goal is to teach the student how to get information from the printed page e
, rapidly, and with full understanding.
3) Ourl i -~ the bag as his by telling what it contained.
4) The child’s so i _, she can barely read.
5)1 _in drink can harm your health.
6) She has let the top floor to two young men of our a for six months.
7) T will tell yon sooner or later all the ¢ processes.
8) “How did you like the picture then?” Hc asked ¢
9) He apologized for having o her.
10) Can I have your s on these letters?

Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the forms where necessary.

acceptance sympathetic delightful ~embarra ssment reserve
similarly blush aware adapt normal

1) One must : his thinking to the new situation.

2) It took years for Einstein’s theory to gain

3) We had spent a week together.

4) “I beg your pardon,” said he, with some ' ; “I suppose 1 should
have knocked. ”

5) We know that you are a person of , but will you tell us your real
opinion in this matter?

6) Henry, terribly embarrased, too.

7) She was very when I failed my exam.

- 8) It was several minutes before I was of what was happening.

9) He did not seem ___ to her.
10) My brother was taught to read by my mother, and , so was [.

IV . Translation Work
Put the following into Chinese.

1.
2.

I am delighted to be with them, as I'am deeply interested in China and its people.
My reactions and language-habits are, and will probably always remain Westemn,
however deep my sympathy with Chinese culture.

. I make a point of explaining that if I break the rules of Chinese etiquette, it is

through ignorance, not through any wish to give offence.

. Indeed, the thought of responding to the kindness and courtesy I receive with any-

thing but reciprocal politeness is horrifying to me.



Text B Where Do Family Names Come From?

Originally, family names in China came from a sacred poem that has
438 different words. This means that there could be only 438 different family
names for millions of Chinese people. Each Chinese family also had a poem
of its own with twenty or thirty characters in it, and from these words came a
person’ s middle name. Everyone also had a given name called a milk
name. In most cases, the family name was written first, then the second
name, then the milk name. So a famous Chinese leader called Sun Yat Sen
was Mr. Sun.

Common people in England often got their names from the work they
did: Baker, Powdermaker, Cooper (someone who makes ba.rrels) . People
also took names from the places where they lived or from some feature of the
landscape nearby—such as, Westfield, Shore, Hill.

For thousands of years, people who followed the Jewish faith had no
regular family names. A boy named Isaac might be called Isaac Ben Jacob,
but that only meant he was the son of Jacob. Then, about 150 years ago,
the Christian governments of countries in eastern Europe made laws requiring
Jews to choose family names. But in many places, Jews were not allowed to
take any names that Christians were already using, and so they had to make
up new ones. Often, they put together words that suggested things of beau-
ty: flower mountain ( Blumberg), rose valley ( Rosenthal ), gold stone
(Goldstein) .

In Austria, government officials began to charge a fee for suggesting a
name. The more attractive it was, the higher the fee.

The most popular of all Jewish family names has a different history. It
comes from a word that means priest . The usual way of spelling this name in
the English-speaking world is Cohen. But if the family came from Germany,
it may be spelled Kahn or Kohn.

In Spanish-speaking countries, a woman keeps her own name after she
marries. Her son may choose either her name or his father’s, or he may
combine them, putting the letter y between the two. Y in Spanish means
and . So Juan Rivera y Gonzalez means: John, the son of Mr. Rivera and

his wife who was born into a family named Gonzalez.



originally [ridzensli] ady.

sacred ['seikrid] adj.
character ['keerikta] n.

baker ['beika] n.

cooper ['kupa] n.

barrel ['beeral] n

feature ['fiitfo] n.
landscape ['leendskeip] n
Jewish ['d3u(2)if] adj.
faith [ fei0] n.

regular [ 'regjula] adj.

Christian [ 'kristjon] n
suggest [ sadzest] ut.

rose [ouz]n.

valley ['veeli] n.
charge [ tfazdz] ot.

fee [fi;] n.

priest [ prizst] n.
combine [ kombain] ut.

NEW WORDS

in the beginning; formerly F%FL1b , JR5EH!
holy by connection with God #!3X i

a sign used for representing a word in writing;
BEMS,EVRIFFS a person in a book, play
A

T G i

HHTIA

i

a (typical or noticeable) part or quality ¥
a wide view of country scenery X5, {5
MARAR

belief and trust in and loyalty to God ; strong
belief ZBIEW :5&

happening often with the same length of time
between the occasions LI &) ; & € i, & 4
i)

a person who believes in the teachings of Jesus
Christ 2B G, {565

bring (itself) to the mind f#f A to say or
write (an idea to be considered) B, & H
BORAE

%

ask in payment Z24t, 5%

&

(B #H L, HL

(cause to) come together, unite, act together
or join together fHZ5R, (HEL A

PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

come from

in most cases
make up

put together

-80

K H;HAET)
ERZEIERT
Zhithl s AR
e W AE—



PROPER NAMES

Sun Yat Sen il

Westfield([ 'westfild ] F IR R

Shore[ fo:] H R

Hill[ hil] YN

Isaac Ben Jacob ['aizok ben 'dzeikeb] X BEFE A< - FEA AR

Jew [ d3u:] MARA

Blumberg[ blumbeg] i P A

Rosenthal [ rou'sentol ] T HIER

Goldstein[ ‘gouldsten XIR R H
NOTES

()

. family name: (4% )

given name: 2% (%)
middle name: 24 1 ] 4 5
milk name: 7.4

. Originally, family names in China came from a sacred poem that has 438 differ-

ent words. ¥, MREFEBRT—EHEF 438 MAWERF,

. Chinese character 7 [
. For thousands of years, people who followed the Jewish faith had no regular

family names. TR ARG, (5200 KRB M A LA BEE %K,

. In Spanish-speaking countries, a woman keeps her own name after she marries.

TEVPIE B E 2, AR B MRE A O AT,

EXERCISES

. Comprehension of the text

Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the passage.

1. All the family names in China are from a sacred poem which contains 438 different
words.

2. In China, the family name was written first, then the second name, then the milk
name.

3. In England, ordinary people often got their names either from the work they did or
c 9.



from the places where they lived.

4. 150 years ago, people who followed the Jewish faith had no regular family names.

5. In many places, Jews were not allowed to take any names that Christians were al-
ready using.

6. In Spanish-speaking countries, people often put words together which associated
things with beauty.

7. If a beautiful name was suggested, the one who made the suggestion would be re-
warded a sum of money in Austria.

8. In English-speaking countries, a woman keeps her own name after she marries and
her son only takes his mother’ s name.

Il . Topics for Discussion
1. Do you think family names are important in social communication? Why?
2. As we know, in many countries, names were given with certain associations. Do
you know whether Chinese names have any associations or not? Give some exam-
ples to illustrate.

[l . Vocabulary
1. Spell the words with the help of their meanings and first letters

1) a sign used for representing a word in writing c
2) happening often with the same length of time between
the occasions . r
3) come together, unite, act together or join c
4) bring to the mind s
5) strong belief f
6) in the beginning; formerly o
7) holy by connection with s
8) a (typical or noticeable) part or quality f
9) a wide view of country scenery 1
10) demand; order, expecting obedience r

2. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the forms where necessary.

originally difference sacred character feature
follower requirement suggest charge combination

1) He’s a faithful of one of the well-known football teams.

2) The of the 50 states forms the United States of America.

3) He had no respect for things to the devout Christian.

4) The main of Southem California are the climate and the scenery.
N 10 .




5) This is not what we set out to do.

6) There are many between the two languages.
7) 1 wish this book were written in bigger
8) He has fulfilled all for graduation.
9) The shape of the envelope that the letter might be from a lady.
10) The hotel me $ 5 for a room for the night..
IV . Translation Work

Put the follwing into Chinese.

For thousands of years, people who followed the Jewish faith had no regular family
names. A boy named Isaac might be called Isaac Ben Jacob, but that only meant he was
the son of Jacob. Then, about 150 years ago, the Christian governments of countries in
eastern Europe made laws requiring Jews to choose family names. But in many places,
Jews were not allowed to take any names that Christians were already using, and so they
had to make up new ones. Often, they put together words that suggested things of beauty:
flower mountain (Blumberg), rose valley (Rosenthal), gold stone (Goldstein) .

.‘11 .



Unit Two

Text A
Tower Bridge

Jane Nissen
London’s River Thames has twenty-seven bridges. Westminster Bridge,
- Waterloo Bridge, Vauxhall Bridge, London Bridge—they are all names from
London’s history. But Tower Bridge, the first bridge over the Thames as you
travel to London from the sea, is the most famous of them all. What makes
Tower Bridge so exciting? Why do visitors come from all over the world to
see it?

The thing that is surprising about Tower Bridge is that it opens in the
middle. It does this to let the big ships through to the Pool of London. If you
are lucky enough to see the bridge with its two opening arms high in the air
you will never forget it.

There are wonderful things to see all round Tower Bridge, too. It is in
one of the most interesting parts of London. On its south side are many tall,
old buildings—warehouses—holding things that have come to London by ship
and are waiting to be sold. On its north side stands the Tower of London it-
self.

Although they look the same age, the Tower is almost a thousand years
old, and Tower Bridge is less than one hundred. It was built in the 1890s.
By 1850, everyone agreed that a bridge across the Thames near the Tower
was most necessary, but the designers argued about the new bridge for an-
other thirty years. They took so long because they had two big problems.
The new bridge must look like the Tower—everyone said so. It must not look
like a modern bridge. But because of the tall ships it was necessary to have
a modern bridge. At last two very clever designers had the idea of an open-
ing bridge. And they made it look like the old Tower, so everyone was hap-
py- : :
The bridge took eight years to build and cost 900,000ps—a lot of mon-
ey in those days But 1t was a wonderful success. It had equipment for every

boats-t}ﬁ—to help big ships in trouble under the bridge. There was so
much traffic on the river that the bridge opened at least twelve times a day.
A hundred years ago, the River Thames was London’s busiest road.

. 120



