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Return to the Phenomena of Factical Existence

—Heidegger’s Early Ontological Interpretation of Aristotle
Qinghua Zhu

Abstract

The relationship between Heidegger’s early thought and Aristotle
has long attracted much attention among scholars, but they failed to yield
any general agreement on the exact nature of the relationship. This book
proposes to explore what Heidegger has appropriated from Aristotle and
what the essence of his appropriation is and attempts to disclose, by ana-
lyzing Heidegger’'s interpretation of Aristotle’s texts in his early years,
that it is on the very basis of his ontological transformation of Aristotle
that Heidegger succeeded in giving his early answer to the questions of
the meaning of human Being and that of Being itself. Through his onto-
logical interpretation of the Aristotelian concept of praxis, Heidegger
disclosed that the “essence” of human beings is “Being-in-the-world” and
that phronesis (practical wisdom) serves as the human conscience that
helps Dasein to reach an authentic resolution and thus constitutes the pre-
condition of the individualized existence of an authentic individual. Start-
ing from the Aristotelian description of the horizon of human action and
its kairology, Heidegger revealed the primordial Temporality as the ec-
statical Augenblick at the unity of future, past and present. Through a
hermeneutical reading of Aristotle’s conception of sophia, Heidegger
went on to disclose that Being owes its origin to its presence (Anwesen-
heit). With such an existential understanding of Temporality and pres-
ence, Heidegger put forward his early idea about the meaning of Being —
the ecstatical presence within the primordial Temporality. Hence it could
be said that the importance of Heidegger’s early explanation of the human
existence lies in its criticism and disintegration of the traditional dualist
subjectivism. His original thinking about Being is a re-examination of the
possibility and future of philosophy itself.

The book is composed of nine parts, a prologue, seven chapters and
an epilogue. The prologue, in an attempt to demonstrate the great influ-
ence Aristotle has on early Heidegger, suggests that Heidegger went all
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the way back to Aristotle out of his disappointment at the study of con-
temporary philosophy. What he intended to do was to solve the central
problem of philosophy — the meaning of Being, and the starting point of
such a solution lies in the understanding of the meaning of human Being.
It is in Aristotle that Heidegger found the primordial description of the
phenomenon of human existence and as a result, back to Aristotle he
turned and from Aristotle he started his journey of philosophical explora-
tion of great originality.

Chapter One serves as a summary of the research of a number of
scholars especially Kisiel, Buren, Volpi, Taminiaux and Sadler. Most of
these researchers agree that Aristotle has positive influence on
Heidegger’s early thought (Kisiel, Volpi, Taminiaux, Buren), but a few
of them insist that, in attempt to confront Aristotle, Heidegger devel-
oped his thought mostly from his Christian and theological background
(Sadler, etc. ). There is a widespread misunderstanding about Heideg-
ger, stating that he strongly objected to Aristotle’s practice of Sophia
and regarded it as something on-hand and unoriginal.

Chapter Two seeks to reveal the comparability between Heidegger’s
phenomenological methodology and that of Aristotle, which serves as the
basis for his return to Aristotle. Aristotle is generally admired as the o-
riginal phaenomenologist, and Heidegger, with his phenomenoclogical
hermeneutics, adhered strictly to the basic principle of phenomenology in
his efforts to “go back to the things themselves”. Similar to each other in
their phenomenological method, they both endeavored to reveal the
things themselves as they are by means of disclosing aletheia. But as
Heidegger said, Aristotle approaches the factical human existence onti-
cally but what needs to be done is to reinterpret him ontologically.

Chapter Three attempts to show how Heidegger, by the way of her-
meneutical interpretation of the Aristotelian concept of praxis, came to
find that the essence of human Dasein is “Being-in-the-world”, which is a
structure originally included in the intentionality of the concern of Da-
sein, and described as the whole of the hierarchical correlated ends of hu-
man action in the Aristotelian philosophy. Aristotle, while expounding
the essential feature of human beings as a being with logos, indicates that

human knowledge does not originate from the subject’s cognition of the
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object but rather as language’s presentation of existential phenomena.
Truth does not primarily concern itself with proposition but with the dis-
closure of phenomena and the removal of the concealment.

Chapter Four attributes Heidegger’s primordial Temporality to his
ontologization of Aristotle’s phronesis, which is a good aréte of deliber-
ation, whose proper role is to make a due resolution for action at the due
time (kairos). Heidegger interpreted this type of aréte as the conscience
which calls Dasein to make the right resolution and achieve the authentic
Being-Possibility.

Chapter Five expounds how Heidegger, with his interpretation of
Aristotle’s sophia practice, brought out the original experience of being
present.

Building on the foundation of the previous chapters, Chapter Six
goes on to illustrate that it is precisely on the basis of his derivation of
primordial Temporality and presence from Aristotle’s philosophy that
Heidegger managed to resolve the questions of the meaning of human Be-
ing as well as that of Being itself. The human Dasein as horizontal “Be-
ing-in-the-world” realizes its subjectivity by the way of authentic resolu-
tion. Although the human Being-possibility lies in the future, it has to go
back to the past and bring it to the confrontation with the present. Being
is understood as the ecstatic presence in the Augenblick. In the mean-
time, by refuting the widespread misunderstanding about Heidegger’s in-
terpretation of Aristotle as mentioned in the first chapter, this part of the
book aims to point out that Heidegger neither regarded sophia practice as
an unauthentic mode of existence nor regarded its understanding of Being
as something to be rejected but, quite on the contrary, he accepted and
took over this understanding from Aristotle, though, of course, with
much originality of his own.

Chapter Seven briefly tells of the turn of Heidegger’s thought and

his new interpretation of Aristotle.

Key words: Aletheia, Praxis, Phronesis, Sophia, Kairos, Present
(Gegenwaertigen)
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(BHREETE+ZEIRENEZE S L) (Von der mannigfachen Bedeu-
tung des Seienden nach Aristoteles) Hi %t 77 7E [M B & A= W B A X8R . W8
A ARARE, iy, ERAREFNEEIFALABE, BNH

@ Theodore Kisiel, The Genesis of Heidegger’'s Being and Time , Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1993.

@ MEBRR. (KBS FE), BENAE, b8, EBIFCHRE, 1999 81|, 5§ 774,
775, 777 W,

® MEBRIK, “BRESEZERPLER, (HEZEF - MERESEBEXHXE), #H
AN, hEREHIFE. FE. FFEAREHERM, 2004 E58, 5101 3. “RE kIR EEHIR
Fih, MAHMENTEBEREIFHRY. XWER-NMEEMNWER;: MEREXITIR, MRE
A R BB HEAT 2 T M HAS AR AR B9 X35 .7

@ \BEHK, “BHIAS¥ZH, GEEBRERICT), % 1280 A,
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BHEFEHBEMEA—AAT B UK REAR TS, X gER A8 5
MIFFFERINES , B—F LA B 8 R K LR 89 70X 32 ) 55 4k 11 48 Y
FERE . WEERIAY, NEEREBOME, FEELEETRAEXNA
MAEBH A MR . SR ARFEREE A B AEE H AL,
EMRTHRTR S, MARE, VRSB AEFHLRERRAR
ik, F, MRFEERSERAANEFES. TR, SHHEBEE
B, A RN RN A H R B

—. WA SRR REA

RAFAER WG R XTE 2 B 5 MG R 7 7 82 W R 2 R A2 7
j AT R B, B R E R BT A B R M R BRI R
W MBEHE D YR R R E R EFEEE O A e ATt
22 B B PR R4S R Y, WG M BT B R AR AR R RN
MR, MEFAGREHA, B—NMEB/S—FBRMEE. B
2 EEREENEE, AT E - EEARHELRXY on he on—1{E
HEEENEEZNENLNRE, 552, REFENE. TE+-EME
EUBM L2y EY, £ —E¥ R on he on BFL % (Met. 1003a20,
1003b20) . ¥FHEM RN, A8 FEX AN 1) BB b A 48 Sk R T i BRAR Uk
VB TR AR ExE ., X EEREETY, EZAP8H. £
G EEARERURBHBRRBAWEE.Q EEBERIKER, —FF
AE AW, BHWAIERSFEESRERAENREFEHA.

B EGNET L2 EPHLU EFAFEENBLER. LHER
AT L, PERIMAEERNEESNR. EFRDIH%*ERP, FEHFHNE
i Cessentia) FIFE7E (existentia) B/ B ), FHH K PLSL A 7E (existentia) J&

D v SR 5 A S T R 3 D 2 R A A R SR R R B AT T b 2 LD
(1929 %) B R AE HAL BB A PFRNESOF B B R B R .

@ FEMEPERS/R 1924~1925 EABLIGCRIE CEEROUR G, WEBREN, &Y
R, BRABIRRRANEE, BIE—METEERY MR RAIE S THEBMA, WHER
BRI NERBENEEA, RABRAELEA -—HERAR. BNASESRETERK
FRHE L, EXMIIFEEMARMAZRERSUEREMN T HABTEMIL. Bk,
— R A R R IR, M EENEEREEEEMNAKT .. Heidegger, Platon: Soph-
istes, Frankfurt am Main: Vittorio Klostermann GmbH, 1992, ss. 254~ 255.
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