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| Unit 1
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Text A

S
Napoleon Bonaparte and
the Battle of Waterloo

Napoleon Bonaparte was born on 15 August, 1769 in Ajaccio on
the Mediterranean island of Corsica. Through his military exploits
and his ruthless efficiency, Napoleon rose from obscurity to become
Napoleon I, Empereur des Francais (Emperor of the French), He is
both a historical figure and a legend—and it is sometimes difficult to
separate the two. The events of his life fired the imaginations of
great writers, film makers, and playwrights whose works have done
much to create the Napoleonic legend.

Napoleon decided on a military career when he was a child, win-
ning a scholarship to a French military academy at age 14. Educated
at the military school, he was rapidly promoted and in 1796, was
made commander of the French army in Ttaly, where he forced Aus-
tria and its allies to make peace. His meteoric rise shocked not only
France but all of Europe, and his military conquests threatened the
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stability of the world. In 1798, Napoleon conquered Ottoman-ruled
Egypt in an attempt to strike at British trade routes with India. He
was stranded when his fleet was destroyed by the British at the Bat-
tle of the Nile.

France now faced a new coalition—Austria and Russia had allied
with Britain. Napoleon returned to Paris where the governmeﬁt was
in crisis. In a coup d’etat in November 1799, Napoleon became first
consul. In 1802, he was made consul for life and two years later,
emperor. He oversaw the centralization of government, the creation
of the Bank of France, the reinstatement of Roman Catholicism as
the state religion and law reform with the Code Napoleon.

In 1800, he defeated the Austrians at Marengo. He then negoti-
ated a general European peace which established French power on the
continent. In 1803 Britain resumed war with France, later joined by
Russia and Austria. Britain inflicted a naval defeat on the French at
Trafalgar (1805) so Napoleon abandoned plans to invade England
and turned on the Austro-Russian forces, defeating them at Austerli-
tz later the same year. He gained much new territory, including an-
nexation of Prussian lands which ostensibly gave him control of Eu-
rope. The Holy Roman Empire was dissolved, Holland and West-
phalia created, and over the next 5 years, Napoleon’s relatives and
loyalists were installed as leaders (in Holland, Westphalia, Italy,
Naples, Spain and Sweden).

In 1810, he had his childless marriage to Josephine de Beauhar-
nais annulled and married the daughter of the Austrian emperor in
the hope of having an heir. A son, Napoleon, was born a year later.

The Peninsular War began in 1808. Costly French defeats over

the next five years drained French military resources. Napoleon'’s in-
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vasion of Russia in 1812 resulted in a disastrous retreat. The tide
started to turn in favor of the allies and in March 1814, Paris fell,
Napoleon went into exile on the Mediterranean island of Elba, In
March 1815 he escaped and marched on the French capital. Upon
Napoleon’s return to power in 1815, many states that had opposed
him formed the Seventh Coalition® and began to mobilize armies.
Two large forces under the Duke of Wellington® from Britain and
General Bliicher from Prussia assembled close to the northeastern
border of France. Napoleon chose to attack in the hope of destroying
them before they could join in a coordinated invasion of France with
other members of the Coalition. The Battle of Waterloo (16 June-19
June 1815) was fought thirteen kilometers south of Brussels between
the French, under the command of Napoleon Bonaparte, and the Al-
lied armies commanded by Wellington and Bliicher. It was the decis-
ive battle of the Waterloo Campaign and Bonaparte’s last. The defeat
at Waterloo put an end to Napoleon’s rule as the French emperor,
and marked the end of Napoleon’s Hundred Days of return from ex-
ile. According to Wellington, the battle was “the nearest-run thing
you ever saw in your life. ” The English proverb “to meet one’s Wa-
terloo” is derived from this event, which means “to be defeated”.
After that, the British imprisoned Napoleon on the remote Atlantic
island of St. Helena where he died on 5 May 1821.

Napoleon was one of the greatest military commanders in histo-
ry. He has also been portrayed as a power hungry conqueror. Napo-
leon denied those accusations. He argued that he was building a fed-
eration of free peoples in a Europe united under a liberal govern-
ment. But if this was his goal, he intended to achieve it by taking

power in his own hands. However, in the states he created, Napole-
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on granted constitutions, introduced law codes, abolished feudalism,
created efficient governments and fostered education, science, litera-
ture and the arts.

Emperor Napoleon proved to be an excellent civil administrator.
One of his greatest achievements was his supervision of the revision
and collection of French law into codes. The new law codes—seven
in number—incorporated some of the freedoms gained by the people
of France during the French revolution, including religious toleration
and the abolition of serfdom. The most famous of the codes, the
Code Napoleon® or Code Civil, still forms the basis of French civil
law. Napoleon also centralized France’s government by appointing
prefects to administer regions called departments, into which France
was divided.

While Napoleon believed in government “for” the people, he
rejected government “by” the people. His France was a police state
with a vast network of secret police and spies. The police shut
down plays containing any hint of disagreement or criticism of the
government. The press was controlled by the state. It was impos-
sible to express an opinion without Napoleon’s approval
Napoleon’s own opinion of his career is best stated in the following
quotation.

“I closed the gulf of anarchy and brought order out of chaos. 1
rewarded merit regardless of birth or wealth, wherever I found it. 1
abolished feudalism and restored equality to all regardless of religion
and before the law. 1 fought the decrepit monarchies of the Old Re-
gime because the alternative was the destruction of all this. I purified

the Revolution, ”
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Exercises

1. Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false ac-
cording to the text, Write T for True or F for False before each
statement,

1. = The events of his life aroused the imaginations of great

writers, film makers, and playwrights whose works have

done much to create the Napoleonic legend.
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In 1798, Napoleon conquered Ottoman-ruled Egypt in an
attempt to strike at British trade routes with India, and
his fleet won a great victory over the British at the Battle
of the Nile.

After Napoleon defeated the Austro-Russian forces, he
gained much new territory, including annexation of Prus-

sian lands which seemingly gave him control of Europe.

The battle of Waterloo was the decisive battle of the Wa-

terloo Campaign and Bonaparte’s last.

Napoleon was the greatest military commanders in histo-
ry.

Napoleon was not only an outstanding militarist but also
an excellent civil administrator.

Napoleon didn’t believe in government “for” the people,
and he rejected government “by” the people.

The article gives the reasons why Napoleon failed in the

battle of Waterloo.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese,

. He oversaw the centralization of government, the creation of the
Bank of France, the reinstatement of Roman Catholicism as the
state religion and law reform with the Code Napoleon.

The defeat at Waterloo put an end to Napoleon’s rule as the
French emperor, and marked the end of Napoleon’s Hundred
Days of return from exile. -
According to Wellington, the battle was “the nearest-run thing
you ever saw in your life. ”

However, in the states he created, Napoleon granted constitu-

tions, introduced law codes, abolished feudalism, created effi-
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cient governments and fostered education, science, literature and
the arts.
5. I rewarded merit regardless of birth or wealth, wherever I found it.
IIL. Topics for discussion.
1. What’s the significance of the battle of Waterloo in history?
2. Was Napoleon an excellent civil administrator? Why?
3. What do you think of Napoleon both as a militarist and a politi-

cian?

) )
Suggested Readings and Websites

1. http://en. wikipedia, org/wiki/Napoleon_I_of France

2. http://www. lucidcafe. com/library/95aug/napoleon. html

3. http://europeanhistory. about., com/od/bonapartenapoleon/a/bio-
napoleon. htm

4. http://www. napoleonguide. com/leaders_napoleon. htm
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Marshal Georgi Konstantinovich Zhukov

Marshal of the Soviet Union Georgi Konstantinovich Zhukov
(December 1, 1896 - June 18, 1974) was a Soviet military com-
mander who, in the course of World War 11, played an important
role in leading the Red Army to liberate the Soviet Union from the

Axis Powers'® occupation, to advance through much of Eastern Eu-
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rope, and to conquer Germany’s capital, Berlin. He is one of the
most decorated heroes in the history of both Russia and the Soviet
Union.

Zhukov proved to be a bold and competent leader and constantly
improved himself through self-education and hard work. By the
spring of 1923, he was assigned as the commander of a cavalry regi-
ment. His potential was acknowledged by his superiors and in 1924~
1925, he was sent for a cavalry course for command personnel in
Leningrad. Four years later, he attended the advanced course for
senior officers at Frunze Academy, Moscow. In 1933, he was as-
signed the command of the Fourth Cavalry Division. In the winter of
1938, he was reassigned as the deputy commander of the Belorussian
Special Military District.

In June 1939, he was appointed as commander of all Soviet-
Mongolian troops and tasked to fight the Japanese incursion into
Mongolia. On 20 August 1939, he launched a massive offensive
against the Japanese troops. He coordinated infantry attacks with ar-
mor, artillery and aircraft. His careful planning and daring deception
paid off when his two armor brigades joined the front from the flanks
and captured the Japanese supply areas and encircled the Sixth Japa-
nese Army. By the end of August, Zhukov succeeded in clearing the
Japanese from Mongolia, This prompted the Japanese to sign a non-
aggression pact with the Soviet Union. Zhukov was awarded the title
“Hero of the Soviet Union ”. This great victory by Zhukov, though
little known outside the Soviet Union at that time, demonstrated his
ingenious use of mobile armor.

Zhukov was promoted to General of the Army ahead of schedule
and assigned to command the Kiev Special Military District in June

9



1940. In December 1940, Stalin gathered his top military officers to
the Kremlin® for top secret war-games. Zhukov excelled in these
war-games as he led the “blue” side representing Germany to defeat
his adversaries. His outstanding performance led to his appointment
as the Chief of the General Staff.

On 22 June 1941 the Germans invaded Russia. During a meeting
of the Soviet Military High Command on 29 July 1941, Zhukov sug-
gested to Stalin that the Red Army withdrew from Kiev and act to
stabilize the frontline before staging a counter-offensive against the
German Army. This was rejected by Stalin who then accepted
Zhukov’s resignation. The latter was assigned to command a reserve
northern frontline battle zone,

Zhukov’s next significant role in World War II was the task of
defending the Leningrad Front in September 1941. He managed to
impose discipline on the troops and led a sterling defense of the city.
By early October, Zhukov had stabilized the situation in Leningrad
and reported that the Germans were now on the defensive with heavy
losses. Meanwhile, the situation was deteriorating at the Moscow
Front with the German war machine planning a massive offensive. In
this crisis, Stalin appointed Zhukov as the commander of the West-
ern Front and assigned him the responsibility of defending Moscow.
The bitter Russian winter helped to halt the German war machine on
the outskirts of Moscow, just a mere 23 miles from the famed Red
Square. The weather gave Zhukov and his troops much needed time
to organize a small-scale attack to push the Germans back across the
Volga-Moscow canal. Stalin overestimated the capabilities of the Red
Army after this minor victory and ordered a massive offensive despite

Zhukov’s objections. In December 1941, Zhukov obeyed his com-
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mander-in-chief and commanded an offensive with 15 cavalry divi-
sions, 88 infantry divisions and 1500 tanks on a 200-mile front. Once -
again, Zhukov’s military expertise was proven when the Russian
counter-offensive against the Germans came prematurely to a halt.

In August 1942, Stalin appointed General Zhukov as his Deputy
Supreme Commander-in-Chief. Zhukov's first task after his promo-
tion was to defend Stalingrad, a city which had all but fallen to the
Germans, He spent time massing food and ammunition supplies be-
fore launching carefully executed attacks against weak links in the
over-stretched German lines. Zhukov's Red Army defeated the Sixth
German Army in the famous Battle of Stalingrad, though at a very
high cost in human lives—up to one million Russians died in this bat-
tle alone. In January 1943, Stalin named him the Marshal of the So-
viet Union. In July 1943, he orchestrated the largest tank battle in
history at Kursk and pushed the Germans to the defensive again,
Zhukov was both an excellent commander of troops as well as a great
military strategist. He was equally at home in the capital city plan-
ning for the defeat of the German forces or orchestrating battles in
the {rontline.

The crowning glory of Zhukov’s career must be his successful °
capture of Berlin, but this victory was by no means easy. By early
February 1945, the Red army had reached the Oder and Berlin lay
within reach, but he had to postpone the attack due to Stalin’s poli-
ticking at Yalta. Stalin then ordered Zhukov to seize Berlin quickly
as the Allies?® was advancing towards Berlin from the west. Zhukov
had the daunting task of capturing the huge Nazi capital city of Ber-
lin. He had a replicate model of the city done, and used information

from prisoners of war, reconnaissance activities, and captured docu-
i1



