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Unit 17

Narrative Speech with Examples

=
The basic rule of human nature is that powerful people speak

slowly and subservient people quickly — because if they do not
speak fast nobody will listen to them.
—Michael Caine'
= i

Unit Goals

¢ To learn to use information, explanation, examples, facts, or illustrations to put ideas
across

e To learn to use transitions to increase coherence

¢ To learn how to organize examples and details

e To learn to manipulate your tempo when you speak

1. For what purposes do people need to use examples? Or in what ways do you think
examples can be helpful?

2. Can you give examples to tell how many different ways you could use a piece of brick?

Knowledge Input

Organization of Examples and Details
When we need to give examples and details in our speech, it is necessary to consider
the order of their presentation. Unlike narmrative, where sentences are ordered
chronologically, and descriptions, where sentences are logically organized on a spatial
principle, the sentences in the expository paragraph follow no prescribed or set patterm of
organization. The ordering depends on the subject and often on the speaker’s logic. There
are, however, some common patterns that might be considered guidelines.
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Order of importance — saving the best for last: Often, when you are developing a
topic sentence with examples and details, one of the examples is more impressive than the
others. Since audiences generally remember what they hear last, and since it is a good
idea to leave a good impression on the audience, it is wise to place the most impressive
example at the end of the paragraph. Study the following part of a speech, and note that
the last example is the most startling one.

A search through etymologies will reveal some erxamples of words which have
narrowed in meaning since their early days. Barbarian was originally a vague
designation for a foreigner of any kind; garage, when it was borrowed from France,
meant “ a place for storage.” In the United States, lumber has specialized to mean
“timber or sawed logs especially prepared for use,” but in Britain the word still retains
its more generally meaning of “ unused articles”. ... Perhaps the most startling
specialization has taken place with the word girl; even as late as Chaucer’s time, il was
used to mean “a young person of either sex” !

Order of familiarity — from the more familiar.to the less familiar. When the details
in the expository paragraph are mostly factual, it is common to begin with the most
obvious or familiar detail and move toward the less obvious or less familiar detail. This is
the pattern of the following paragraph about the expense of smoking cigarettes. The writer
begins with details that most people would consider when thinking about expense: the
price. Then the writer discusses the less obvious or familiar expense of smoking
cigarettes: the cleaning. Read the paragraph and note how the writer connects the more
obvious expense to the less obvious expense.

Smoking cigarettes can be an expensive habit. Considering that the average price per
pack of cigaretles is about $ 2. 50, people who smoke two packs of cigarettes a day spend
$ 5 per day on their habit. But the cost of cigarettes is not the only expense cigarette
smokers incur. Since cigarette smoke has an offensive odor that permeates clothing;
stuffed furniture and carpeting, smokers often find that they must have these items
cleaned more frequently than nonsmokers do. This hidden expense does coniribute to
making cigarette smoking an expensive habil.

Order of time — from the past to the present; When the details and examples in a
paragraph are taken from history or are events that have taken place in the past, it is often
a good idea to order the examples according to chronology.

The seventeenth cenlury was a period of great advances in science. For example,
early in this century, Galileo perfected the telescope and in 1609 published “ The Sidereal
Messenger”. Only a few years later, the Duich scientist Anton van Leeuwenhoek
performed pioneering research with the microscope, discovering that fleas and other
minule creatures come from eggs rather than being spontaneously generated. Not long
after this, William Harvey, an English physician, discovered the method by which blood
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circulates in humans. Finally, in the 1660s, Isaac Newton discovered the law of
gravitation and the laws governing the physics of light, and he also invented differential
calculus.

Knowledge Internalization

1. Pair Work

Talk with your partner about the order you usually follow. Give some examples of the
occasions when you can use the different orders mentioned above.

2. Group Work

Study the following topic sentence and its supporting details and discuss them with
your group members. Rearrange the support so that each detail is in its most logical
position. Remember, there is no set order, but you must be able to justify your choices.

Topic sentence: China has suffered from some of the worst disasters in history.

a. The worst disaster of all time occurred in 1931, when the Yellow River flooded,

killing 3. 7 million people.
. On January 24, 1556, 830 000 people died in an earthquake.
. In 1642, 300 000 Chinese perished as a result of flood waters.

. In 1887, the Yellow River flooded, causing the death of 900 000 Chinese.
. The Year 1927 saw another devastating earthquake, killing 200 000 people.
There was an earthquake in Tangshan in 1976 that killed 242 000 people.

. In 1982 and 1983, over 1 700 people died from floods.

. In 2008, over 80 000 people lost their lives in the Wenchuan earthquake in Sichuan
Province.

0@ 0 Q 6

Lexical Power Build-Up

1. Lexical Input

Here are some useful language chunks for citing examples. Practice them until you
can say them automatically, but pay special attention to their pronunciation and
intonation.

For example, / For instance, / To be specific, salmon are kept in ponds.

In this example, / In this case, / In this instance, fish are transferred to rivers.

A river is an example / an instance / an illustration of a habitat.

Fish like / such as salmon are cultivated.

By way of illustration, Smith shows how the data for...

A classic / well-known example of this is...
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X is a good example / illustration of...

X illustrates this point / shows this point clearly.
This can be illustrated briefly by...

Another example /An additional example is...

2. Lexical Input

Here are some useful language chunks for transitions which glue your examples
together. Practice them until you can say them automatically, but pay special attention to
their pronunciation and intonation.

Perhaps the most startling/tragic example is...

Let’ s begin with the familiar example of...

An additional example for this 1is...

Moreover, / Besides, ...

Afterwards / Later,...

Last but not least,...

Finally, ...

A more recent /typical example 1s...

If this incident is not enough to show the severity of the situation, let’ s look at
another more shocking example.

3. Pair Work i

Work with your partner and try to add more expressions to the list above.
4. Pair Work

Make a generalization about a person you know, and then give supporting examples.
For instance, you might begin with, “My little brother has done some amusing things. ”
You could support this generalization with several examples of amusing things he had
done. Try to use a proper order to organize the examples. Follow the “generalization —
example — transition — example — transition — example — conclusion pattern”.

Then tell your partner about them.

Comprehensive Input
Sample One

Below is a short part of speech about superstition in the United States. Pay attention
to the transitions used between different examples.

Superstition in the United States
Although the United States has become an advanced technological country, many old-
fashioned superstitions still remain. For instance, when walking down a street in New
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York City past ingeniously® built skyscrapers, you might see a sophisticated New Yorker
walk around instead of under a ladder. Of course, he or she knows that walking under a
ladder brings bad luck. Or, should a black cat wander from a back alley to that same
bustling street, some people would undoubtedly cross to the other side of the street to
avoid letting a black cat cross their path. Moreover, it is true that most buildings in the
United States do not have a thirteenth floor and inany theaters do not have a thirteenth
row. Again, we all know that 13 is an unlucky number. Besides, if you take a drive
through Pennsylvania Dutch country, you will see large colorful symbols called hex signs®
attached to houses and barns. Of course, the people who live there say they are just for

) TELL ¥ LOCK THING 1S TUST
A%WTBAD THING:

LI o> WIVESS T4LE]

Sample Two
Surnames

When surnames began appearing in Europe 800 years ago, a person’ s identity and
occupation were often intertwined’. A surname was a direct link between who a person
was and what that person did. For example, Taylor is the Old English spelling of tailor,
and Clark is derived from clerk, an occupation of considerable status during the Middle
Ages because it required literacy. Also, the names Walker, Wright, Carter, Stewart, and
Turner indicate occupations. A walker was someone who cleaned cloth; a wright was a
carpenter or metalworker; a carter was someone who drove a cart; a steward was a
person in charge of a farm or estate; and a turner worked a lathe. One of the few

occupational surnames reflecting the work of women is Webster, which refers to a female
weaver.

Comprehensive Practice

1. Pair Work

How many examples are given in the above speeches? Underline the transitions
between different examples, and discuss whether you can find other words or expressions
to fit in the transitional parts.
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2. Solo Work

Plan a speech about superstitions in China. Give specific examples to illustrate your
idea. Remember to use transitions between your examples. Get ready to talk in front of
your classmates.

3. Solo Work
Tempo

The rate at which you produce sounds is called tempo. When we speak, we should
moderately vary our tempo, because doing either to the extreme can turn off our audience.
Our tempo is also affected by pauses. Sometimes a brief moment of silence can convey
much to an audience. So do not be afraid to use pauses when appropriate. It is also better
to pause a moment than to fill the air with “ums,” “uhs,” and “you knows,” which are
really vocalized pauses.

Practice the speech you’ ve just planned about superstitions in China. Learn to control
your tempo. Do not speak too quickly or too slowly.

4. Group Work

Now give the speech about superstitions in China in your group. Give each other
suggestions to improve. Choose the best speaker in your group to speak in front of the
class.

5. Solo Work

Pollution is one of the top concerns all over the world. Plan a short speech about how
serious the pollution problem has become. You need to use specific examples to support
your idea. Then practice giving the speech. Make recordings of your own voice and try to
find your own strengths and weaknesses.

6. Group Work

Every culture has proverbs. Some popular ones in English are “The early bird catches
the worm” and “A stitch in time saves nine. ” Think of a popular proverb in Chinese and
translate it into good English. Form groups of four. Each group is to choose their own
proverb, and all the group members should tell anecdotes from their lives that show the
truth of this statement.

Extra Input

The following excerpt is from Stéphane Dion’ s Response to PM Stephen Harper on

Opposition Coalition, delivered on 3rd, December 2008, in Parliament Hill, Ottawa,
Ontario.

Pay attention to the specific examples he uses. Would the speech have the same effect



