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FOREWORD

The spirit of Lu Xun, the standard-bearer of new culture of Chinese nation, is an inheritance and accumulation
of humanistic connotation in Shaoxing for thousands of years, the foundation of the city's "software", and the soul
of the city. The native land of Lu Xun who was born and grew there, and the scenes in his astounding works in
which so many figures act out, are the quintessence of Shaoxing city's "hardware", and the glittering name card of
it.

In 1982, Shaoxing was nominated by the State Council as one of the first batch of prestigious cities with histori-
cal culture. It bears cultural vines of 4,000 years, and has written its history of more than 2,500 years. As an impor-
tant component part of the historical-cultural city, Lu Xun's home residence is, relatively speaking, a historical-cul-
tural neighborhood with its most con-centrated and kept historical information, most complete street features, and
most ypical architectures of local tradition. It could be said exactly that the home residence of Lu Xun is a classi-
cal residence in Chinese, and even the world's, history. It isa classical civil residence in the south of the Yangtze Ri-
ver, and a classical former residence of celebrities, as well as a classic for interpreting the culture of Lu Xun.

In Spring 2002, the CPC Municipal Committee and the People's Government of Shaoxing City took a Strategic
vision, guided by a scientific principle of protecting a historical-cultural city for a sustainable development, expoun-
ded in a multiple way and made a prudent decision for working out a plan of Protecting the Historical Residence
Neighborhood of Lu Xun, and put the project into action. The area of this project covers 28.90 hectares. This prot-
ection project, designed in cooperation with Tsing Hua University College of Construction andShaoxing Municipal
City Programming and Designing Research Institute, holds an idea that "The residence belongs to both the neigh-
borhood and the city, to be both historical and contemporary." It defines a central protection area, atraditional fea-
tures coordination area, and a surrounding style-controlling area, in a district with Zhongxingnan Road of the old
city in the east, Jiefangnan Road in the west, Roudun Lane in the south, and East-WestXianhuan River bank in the
north. Within the protected area, according to historical data and the current remains, and considering the requir-
ements of modern environment for living and sightseeing, five blocs are designed, i.e., the representation areas for
showing Lu Xun's adolescent life environment, Shaoxing citizens' life at the first two decades of the 20th century
and the scenes for the activities of the figures in Lu Xun's stories, the demonstration of cultural studies of Lu Xun,
and the traditional food, beverage and commercial services.

From the very beginning, the planning of Lu Xun's home residence was concerned by Shaoxing citizens, the tra-
velers and scholars. Since the project was carried out, the builders have won satisfactory results by working days
and nights, defying severe cold or heated weather, fighting through bravely, in the spirit of building up Lu Xun's
hometown an everasting, classical and fine one. It is an exciting thing that, with two years' efforts, the home resi-
dence of Lu Xun, which attracted so much attention, opens completely to all. Here you can sit on black awing boa-
ts on the ripples of rivers and savor the tranquil and elegance. Here you can ramble along slabs-tone paths, visi ting
alleys and houses, such as Dongchang Lane entrance, Zhou's New Mansion Gate, Shou Jingwu's former residence,
Dai's Mansion Gate, the remains of Ming and Qing Dynasties, of which a courtyard, a pound of water, and even a
small building, would all make you gasp with admiration at their consciousness and abstruseness. Here you can vi-
sit some originally protected constructions, such as Lu Xun's home residence, San Wei Shu Wu, Herbs Garden, Lu-
Xun's ancestral home, Village God Temple, Changging Temple, Tazi Bridge, etc. You can also skim through and
appreciate a large number of precious materials and exhibition articles that reveal so dignified and thrifty historical
information. The scenes at this time are amusing, with an atmosphere following, which leads you to a vision of be-
ing together with Lu Xun, the great man, to share his breath and fate. On such occasion, you would thoroughly sub-
limate your emotion and thought with a historical view, a literary mood and a philosophical meditation. You would
roam in a mental world of the national moral integrity which Lu Xun had called on, and the people's will which con-
cerned so much by a humanistic interpretation.

Obviously, as a famous historical-cultural city and an excellent city for traveling, Shaoxing's cultural relics and
scenic spots scatter all over, and everywhere are the traces and remains of celebrities and outstanding figures. How-
ever, considering the time length of historical accumulation, the space width of social life, and the spiritual depth
of cultural connotation, Lu Xun's home residence might be said as the most amusing and a must-be-visited spot.
Paying homage to Lu Xun, you would naturally associate withthe ideal of King Goujian, the affection of the poet
Lu You, the calligraphy of Wang Xizhi, the heroic sacrifice of Qiu Jin...because Lu Xun called on battle for them
all. When you are in Lu Xun's hometown, you would be so eager to visit again the East Lake and the Da Yu's Tomb,
Orchid Pavilion and Shen garden, Lu's Mansion and Ba Zi Bridge, where Lu Xun had sauntered about. The inter-
pretation of Shaoxing could not be apart from Lu Xun, while the interpretation of Lu Xun should be closely related
to Shaoxing. A local culture is always a shadow of a national culture as well as a trend-leader at some time, in a
long run of history.

The study on Lu Xun and Shaoxing culture is an important part most closely related to us in modern Chinese cul-
ture. The scenes of Lu Xun's home residence and Shaoxing are the places so easy to be understood with endless
meaning. The roads in Shaoxing are full of visitors. In recent years, more than a million visitors in each year came
from home and abroad traveling and paying homage to Lu Xun. Those who have come would be eager to come
again, and those who have not come yet would like to come earlier.

The cultural history is to be collected in the mirror, and the scenic spots of Lu Xun's hometown are shown in pic-
tures. I wish this volume of pictures to serve as a touring guide that leads people of all walks to Lu Xun and his
hometown.

Shan Deqi
Written at Tsing Hua University Campus
Late Autumn 2004
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The Mansions Keep Silence,
While Houses Remain the Same
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1. Zhou's Old Mansion: II. Zhou's New Mansion: III. Shou's Mansion: San Wei Shu Wu
Lu Xun's Ancestral Residence Lu Xun's Former Residence
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Tourist Spots 1n Lu Xun
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PART ONE: The Mansic

S haoxing, a famous cultural-historical city, is the hometown of Mr Lu Xun, the great literati, thinker and
revolutionary in modern China. People are nostalgic, and the celebrities are homesick. Located in the old city's
Dongchang Lane entrance, the old staircase door of Zhou's mansion, the ancestral residence of Lu Xun, and
the new staircase door of Zhou's mansion, the former residence of Lu Xun, are in their original features. Being
protected units of national key relic, they are epitomes of the old-time rich and influential families and the fa-
milies of scholars. The Herbs Garden is so interesting, the San Wei Shu Wu so renowned, and the Shou's man-
sion staircase door with its scholarly fame for quite a long time... Every piece of straw, wood, brick and tile

here accumulates historical gene and contains cultural quintessence.
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L. Zhou's Old Mansion: Lu Xun's Ancestral Residence
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A bird's eye view of Zhou's Old Mansion




