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Preface

Preface to updated print of “50 Years LEICA M”

from Dr. Andreas Kaufmann,
CEO Leica Camera AG

In 2004 the Leica M celebrated its 50th Birthday.
There are very few products whose production
and design have remained unchanged over
such a long period of time. For over 50 years
technicians have been able to change functions
and to integrate new technology without giving
up the Leica M characteristics which are valued
by photographers. Especially the miniaturization
of electronic components has made it possible
to integrate a light meter in the body of the
LEICA M 6 or an automatic shutter priority in
the LEICA M 7.

As a toll in the hands of many international
photographers such as: Henri Cartier Bresson,
Elliott Erwitt, William Klein, the Leica M
influenced modern photo journalism. Those
who choose to work with this camera system
want their photographs to be sensitive and
inconspicuous while being in the centre of
action. The Leica M lenses show their unique
strengths when used at full aperture: excellent
sharpness, high contrast performance and a

large resolution. In the case of the Leica M

everything concentrates on the end result: a

perfect picture.

The breathtaking development of digital
technology has given photography a new
dimension. Instead of a roll of film, it is
sensors and their pixels which are taking
the pictures and recording them on memory
cards. Many critics thought that this
modern technology would mean the end of
the Leica M.

However, in the mean time the Leica M has
become digital. When the LEICA M 8 had
its world premier at the photokina 2006 in
Cologne, it proved that the M-System has the
highest performance in the digital world; in the
hands of street photographers, professional
photographers and ambitioned hobby
photographers. The development of sensors
with a refined pixel structure made it possible to
integrate digital technology in the classic design
of the Leica M body without sacrificing the high
picture quality. Lens compatibility back to 1954,

as well as, all new lenses, the Leica M System

offers a tool for the next 50 years.

Functional and attractive, the LEICA M 8 is a
product with over 100 years of experience in
optics and precision mechanics, as well as,
modern production technology, craftsmanship
and the know-how, that has made the Leica

name world-renowned and coined a Myth.

| wish you lots of reading enjoyment with this
book!

Solms, May 2008



MBI +F

R+ MBEHETE
1954-2004

ERMNAITFZEFRER, AMNIBRTREE
FEAEKHUXREA —RNFTHZLFAE
KeEm. N AEERRNMAE. K2
—lFpB R, FREELNETF,
EHERKE, TOTRE—EZH/NEE
M. B4y “001” HEe (T, KitchenAida
BRI FEAL.

tbanh =

BRBEIREE = mEP R IR AR (HA
EaE—5) . FLBEREEAZHERAM™
mAREXEG, BESHIE, XERE>

M ThEEAMIE MR X HER TEBENAE

2R, eMNNRELTHS: ENFIREHLIR
— s

2004F R E + % & BN RIMABY I Z W
., BEREZAET, THETBEHNE R
M—AWWE, KFRGNETRE
TAB W EEATRE A . BR T HREMARAL,
sHFRRE T RERF N SBRIRAK,
FEHAFMRTLFREETEAE., AT
PRARMABALAR BT LA BT ThRE BRI R
EESHERINHAERAEMBUNELE, BH
UETREE,

T



50 years Leica M
1954 -2004

In many facets of our lives we have be-
come accustomed to seeing or using
products that have been available in
the same or nearly the same form for
many decades. The prosaic paper clip
made of bent wire is just as much a
part of this phenomenon as is the Meis-
terstiick fountain pen by Montblanc,
the unique glass bottle of Coca Cola,
Levi’'s 501 blue jeans and the electric
blender by KitchenAid - to mention but
a few.

But since there is nothing that could
not be produced a little more cheaply

(and, of course, also with less quality),
there have always been attempts to re-
place such products with different
ones. But to this day, the functions and
the design of the originals continue to
deliver the performance that we have
come to expect of them in regular use.
Their quality is impeccable; their style
is unmistakable.

The very same attributes also apply to
the Leica M camera, which celebrates
its 50th anniversary in 2004. The differ-
ence, however, is that the complexity of
its diverse components - mechanisms,

50 Years LEICA M

optics and electronics - is a great deal
higher. Aside from the Leica M, there is
no other product in the world with such
a demanding technology whose produc-
tion and design have remained almost
unchanged for fifty years. Because its
functions have been continuously opti-
mized and sensibly complemented with
new technologies, the Leica M has re-
tained to this day the features that are
so highly prized by its users, and it has
lost none of its attraction.
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A Summilux-M 1:1.4/50mm ASPH.£5 kBB M74%
SlkR, EERERU=HZ—HKRFK.

A total of thirty-three external parts for the
special series of the Leica M7 with the Sum-
milux-M 1:1.4/50 mm ASPH. will be made of

titanium.

The special series in titanium

50 Years Leica M System
1954 - 2004

Greek mythology tells us that one of the primeval
deities that was overthrown by Zeus was the sun-
god Titan, offspring of Uranus (Heaven) and Gaea
(Earth). In today’s colloquial language, a Titan is
someone who has great powers or who performs
monumental tasks. Titan is also the name of one
of the moons of the ringed planet Saturn. All
three are presumed to be masculine.

While searching for a name for a new chemical
element that was discovered by the Rev. W. Gre-
gor in England in 1791, M. H. Klaproth in Berlin,
Germany, four years later was inspired by the
aforementioned Greek legend and called the new
element titanium (or titan in Greek). Chemical
symbol: Ti, atomic number: 22, atomic weight:
47.90, melting point: 1800°C (3272°F). In scien-
tific and common language, its gender is neutral.

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Leica M
System, Leica Camera AG presents a special se-
ries of Leica M7 cameras and three of its lenses
with all their metal parts made of solid titanium.
This high-tech material is as hard as iron, yet it
is 45% lighter than iron and twice as stable as
aluminum. It is considered to be extraordinarily
corrosion- as well as impact-resistant. In aero-
nautics and in space travel, for example, titanium
is used when low weight and high stability are of
primary importance in addition to good impervi-
ousness to great fluctuations in temperatures.
The weight reduction on a Leica M7 brought
about by the use of titanium amounts to approx-
imately 80 grams (nearly 3 ounces). That is more
than 13%!
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The special series of 50 Leica M7 cameras,
of which each one is dedicated to a different
year of the fifty year history of Leica M
cameras, will include three lenses:
Summicron-M 1:2/28 mm ASPH.,
Summilux-M 1:1.4/50 mm ASPH. and
Apo-Summicron-M 1:2/90 mm ASPH.



While these extraordinary material properties are
also very desirable for use in high-grade camera
construction, they are counterbalanced by dis-
proportionately high production costs. The latter
are approximately five times greater than the fab-
rication costs in brass or aluminum. Because all
parts are milled from solid titanium, special pre-
cautions have to be taken, for instance to prevent
the formation of tensions while the part is being
milled. Necessary subsequent decorative treat-
ments performed by mechanical means, such as
the grinding and polishing of surfaces, are time-
consuming. The final step is an immaculate finish
with a PVD coating. PVD stands for Physical Va-
por Deposition, used here for the application of
an exceedingly thin layer of silicon dioxide (SiOz),
i.e., glass. This easy-to-clean layer lends the tita-
nium surface a very appealing silky sheen that is
impervious to fingerprints.

Harmonizing beautifully with the titanium is the
vegetable-tanned, oiled saddle leather in black
that is used for the camera body covering. The
vegetable-dyed leather has an especially pleasant
feel and frequent use of the camera gives it the
patina that is prized by connoisseurs and that
characterizes high-grade leathers.

The titanium Leica M7 is being presented as a
special series with a limited edition of 500 cam-
eras, in a set with the Summilux-M 1:1.4/50 mm
ASPH. that is also made of titanium. This lens is
a completely new design of this familiar high-
speed standard lens. Compared to the preceding
version, the use of an aspheric lens element
brought about another significant increase in its

imaging performance. It is the very first Leica M
lens equipped with a floating element: during fo-
cusing, the rear lens element varies its position

relative to the rest of the optical system, thus
achieving outstanding quality in the close-up
range as well. In addition to the high-refraction
optical glasses used in the Summilux-M 1:1.4 /50
mm ASPH., two additional types of glass with
anomalous partial dispersion are used to achieve
a uniformly high imaging performance across the
entire image area. One of these types of glass
was developed by the erstwhile Leitz Glass Labo-
ratory.

The titanium top covers of the special-edition
Leica M7 cameras bear the engraving “1954 -
2004 50 Jahre Leica M System”. The range of se-
rial numbers from 3 000 051 to 3 000 550 has
been reserved for this limited edition of cameras.
The last three digits of these serial numbers will
be matched by the last three digits of the serial
numbers on the respective lenses. For example,
if the camera has the serial number 3 000 371,
its lens could have the serial number 3 971 371.

The special Leica M7 with the special Summilux-
M 1:1.4/50 mm ASPH. will be supplied in a pres-
entation case covered with black linen and lined
with black silk. It will be accompanied by a Cer-
tificate of Authenticity, hand-signed by Chief
Executive Officer Hanns-Peter Cohn and Director
of Technology Ralf Coenen, as well as a copy of
this book a special edition bound in black linen
(matching the presentation case) with an em-
bossed title.

The special series in titanium

AWM= LENALERVKNERFNES. 194551
3.000.000%(2004 4 #3.000.051,
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0. 54/28,

The year and the serial number engraved on
the top covers of the camera in these sets
are paired starting with 1954 and 3 000 000
up to 2004 and 3 000 051.

In place of the usual serial number, the
three lenses in each of the special sets will
bear the combination of a specific year of
the 50-year history of Leica M cameras and
the focal length of the lens, for example:
54/28.
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