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STORY unfolded at The Melbourne University
of Technology.

“Waltzing Matilda , waltzing Matilda, who'll come a waltzing Ma-
tilda with me? ---" The song was echoing in the classroom, but at the
farthest corner silently sat a girl student gazing at the desk motionlessly.

Following her great — great — grandfather’s footstep student Annie
came from China. Instead of a better life she found herself much stran-
ded and very weary in this far land from home. Andrew a language
teacher having affection for Annie choreographed dance “The far place”
and invited her to perform the leading role at the university anniversary.
Annie was much refreshed and acknowledged Andrew’s love in her heart.
Graduate course student William, a descendent of Chinese gold digger,
participated in the dance.

Coming from Scotland Andrew himself a modern day swagman had
roamed many places all around the world, but had yet to find his place
in life. Fascinated by the legendary long march Chinese gold seckers had
trekked through the bush from South Australia to Victorian goldfields in
the 19th century, presuming that Annie’s ancestor could take part in the
long march, Andrew took Annie investigating along the route. Although
not successful in finding trace of Annie’s ancestor, they became closer to
each other.

At her new job in a nursing home to Annie’s surprise, William’s grand-
ma was a resident there. On the first day of Annie’s graduate course, An-
drew had celebration dinner with Annie. Annie promised that she would
come to act in another drama af the next university anniversary.

Drama took place and promise was fulfilled too. But “wholl come
a waltzing Matilda with me? " was still echoing. Whether there was a

destiny or just a string of coincidences that will leave readers to wonder.
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