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Unit One Communication

Text 1 Hills like White Elephants

I. Pre-reading Discussion

1. ( brainstorming hints ) landscape/countryside/Tural/mountainous region/imagery/
figure of speech/idiom/symbolism/psychology/unconsciousness
The title of the story denotes the girl’s observation that the hills look like white
elephants. Her understanding of the landscape as “hills like white elephants” may
be read as her 1dentifying her soon-to-be physical contour — her pregnancy — with
the rural view before her, for the hills suggest a pregnant woman lying down. And
the setting provides us with further hints of her impasse; “On one side of the hills
there was no shade and no trees” and “the country was brown and dry”, both
1magenes suggesting exposure and scorchedness, emotions that may be surging mn
the girl’s heart. So we can assume that the operation they are talking about is
actually abortion.
2. (bramstorming hints) photography terrmnology/gaze out at/focus on/overview/detail
We see a long shot when reading the title. Long shot and close-up are
terminology of photography. Here these two terms refer to the angle of view in this
novel. When the girl observes that the hills look like white elephants, she 1s
“looking off at the line of the hills”. So 1t’s a long shot assessing the overview of the

landscape.

Il. Close Reading of the Text

[ Introduction ]
1. white elephant: costly or troublesome possession useless to its owner
e. g. Fame and publicity activities are but white elephants for a prnivate person like
me.
A giganhc fountain in the play yard — what a white elephant 1t will be!
2. emergent (adj. ) : becoming known; coming up or out
— emerge (v. ) — emergence (n. ) — emergency (n. )
e. g. 1 was delighted to see these emergent spring shoots after the rain.
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7.

An emergent leader/project is called for to redress the social needs.

The truth about his identity emerged at the inquest.

Tom was already waiting at the gate as his son emerged from the school
campus.

The inquest brought forth the emergence of his true identity.

The emergency ward required 24-hour staffing even during holiday periods.

[ Note] the root word merge—submerge (into) —emerge ( from)

go around: (also go round/about) (of a story, rumor, etc. ) refer to sth.

constantly and indirectly; pass from person to person; circulate

e. g. There was a rumor going around the office that she had been divorced.
Though Lucy didn’t ask me to pay for her drinks, she went around her being
broke and penniless for a whole hour that I had to do that to shut her up.

pregnancy (n. ): (of a woman) in the state of having a baby or (of a female

animal) a young ammal developing in the womb

— pregnant (adj. ) — impregnate (v. )

e. g. You’d better cut out all alcohel during pregnancy.

Linda 1s pregnant with her first child.
To have your pet biich impregnated by a pure-blood hound from a professional
dog-breeder costs a lot.

abortion (7. ) : induced termiation of pregnancy and expulsion of an embryo or

fetus

— abort (v. ) — abortive (adj. )

abortionist (n. ) . someone who performs abortion, usually illegally

— anti-abortionist (n. )

e. g. Pregnant women infected with German measles must consider abortion.
Without public support, the mayor must abort his plan of building a casino in
town.

The peach buds aborted as the weather had suddenly changed.

Jack’s milhionaire’s dream will soon become abortive because he is all talks but

no deeds.

Jean comes from a Catholic family and is an uncompromising anti-abortionist.
strained (adj. ) : tense , unnatural and uneasy; not relaxed

— strain (v. ) (n.)

e. g. The young model seemed nervous and a little strained at her début.

The relationship between this couple was strained after their fight.

Dim lighting and long-hour reading would strain your eyes.

You would put an enormous strain onto your feet if you run with high-heels.
capture (v. ) : to represent and express a particular feeling, quality or atmosphere
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10.

11.

12.

successfully
e. g. The painter perfectly captures the beauty of sunset.
subtle (adj. ) : not immediately obvious or noticeable; shight and hard to detect or
analyze
— subtly (adv. ) — subtlety (n. )
e. g. He was fascinated by the subtle changes of color in this painting.
A sensitive mother would immediately notice the subtle changes in her child.
My story is subtly different from hers.
The landscape is all green, but if you look closely, you can discern the
subtlety of shades.
sentiment (7n. ) ; the expression of sensitive and dehicate feeling, especially in art
and literature
sentimental ( ady. ) : (usually derogatory) ( of things) expressing or arousing
tender emotions, such as nostalgia, pity, etc.; (of people) emotional, not
reasonable
— sentimentalize (v. )
e. g. 1 agree with the sentuments expressed by the multitude of wage-earners
regarding the current inflation.
The lyric sentiments in her winng greatly mspired me.
I am trying not to be sentimental about the past.
Don’t sentimentalize the unhappiness of your childhood!
grace under pressure

[ Interpretation ]
“Grace under pressure” is a literary motif by Ernest Hemingway — “ Courage is
grace under pressure. ” — which indicates the gracefulness and fertitude ordinary

people show in the face of misfortune and disaster.

motif (n. ) : a theme or central 1dea that is frequently repeated in a piece of music

or literary work

e. g. The motif of this essay is: “There 1s no friend as loyal as a book. ”

commit oneself to: devote oneself to

commit (. ) ; be resolute about, decide to

— committed (adj. ) — committal (7. )

— non-committal( adj. ) — commitment(n. ) — committee(n. )

— committeeman (n. )

e. g. In order to perform well academically, you must commit to your studies.
All here present at the conference are commutted to gender equalty.
Poverty often imtiates the commuittal of crimes,

Bill Gates’ enthusiastic committal to charity sets a model for successful
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entrepreneurs.
The non-commuttal athtude of the youngsters regarding career worres many
parents.
Show some commitment! Protecting our environment 1s not Just a slogan.
Shanghar People’s Political Consultative Committee is to hold its annul meeting
soon.
How many committeemen are there in the commuttee?

[ Note ]

Commut 1s a word of multiple meanings. Apart from what is noted above, 1t also

means ;

(1) 2o hand over, to entrust: 1 must commit my pet dog to a trustworthy friend
when I am away.

(2) to commut sth. to memory: to learn by heart, to memorize; Commutting the
tonal inflections to memory 1s the first step to learn Chinese.

(3) to confine officrally, to take into custody: Schizophremc patients must be
commutied to care.

(4) to order (forces) into action: The UN 1s said to commit two platoons to help
maintain peace here.

(5) to do (a cruime, error, etc. ) ; Who could have comnuited such a mistake but
you!

(6) to surrender sth. for destruction: lIsn’t there any other alternative but
commtting these old archives to fire?

[ Paragraph 1]
13. (L2) shade (n. ) : cover or shelter from the sun
— shadeless (ad). ) — shaded (ad). )
e. g. She was sitting under the shade of a tree.
I hate Las Vegas! The city 1s so shadeless and hot.
Put this plate of cold meat to a shaded room, or 1t will go bad n two hours.
[ Expression )
to put/throw/ cast sb. in/into the shade. to appear better than, to surpass
e. g. Mary 1s to sing in the concert? She will pus all of us in the shade!
[ Note |
shade (v. ) :
(1) to screen or protect from heat, light, view, etc.: Do wear sunglasses to shade
your eyes.
(2) to disguise, to conceal: “Don’t try to shade your shortcomings,” said the mom
to her son.
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14.

15.

(3) to make darker or dummer: a face shaded with melancholy and stress

(4) to change (hght, color) gradually; Autumn has shaded into winter early this
year.

(L7) express (n.): a fast bus, coach or train which goes from one place to

another directly or with very few stops

e. g. The City Express goes on a number of routes to reach all neighboring suburban
areas.
My favorite newspaper 1s The Daily Express.

[ Note] express (v. ) — expression (n. ) — expressive (ad] )

(L8) junction (n. ) : a place where two roads or rallway routes come together and

one terminates

e. g Turn left at the next junction and you will see the City Hall.

[ Compare ]

juncture (n. ): the state of affairs at a particular time and place (an abstract

noun ) )

e. g. At this juncture of 2007, the estate market 1s set to gather further momentum.

[ Paragraph 5]

16. (L15) ... the man said into the curtain.
[ Paraphrase |
. the man loudly ordered his drinks to the woman in charge at the other side of the
curtain.
17. (L18) doorway (n. ) : the entrance to a place, building, room
[ Paragraph 9]
18. (L24) “They look like white elephants,” she said.

[ Appreciation |

The girl, “looking off at the line of hills”, seems somehow absent-minded, or
dispinted. She spoke planly of what she saw and thought the hills looked like —
white elephants, little knowing that her unconsciousness had betrayed her state of
mind and that she was burdened with some trouble the nature of which the following
dialogues will soon reveal. Now, once you finish reading this story, think: Jig
compared the hills to white elephants, yet, deep in her mind , what does she mean
by this phrase? Her pregnancy? The love the man vowed to give her?

[ Paragraph 25 |

19.

(LA43) “It tastes like licorice,” the girl said and put the glass down.
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| Appreciation |

Licorice is a kind of sweet-bitter, medicinal drink. The reason that the girl felt
Anis del Toro tasted like licorice may be partly because of her downcast mood.
The narrator does not know about what exactly the girl was thinking; instead, the
narrator only describes the exterior movements of the characters via which the
reader must infer their respective emotional aspect.

[ Paragraph 26 |

20. (L44) “That’s the way with everything. ”
[ Appreciation ]
This reply of the Amernican man seems incongruous with the girl’s remark about the
taste of Anis del Toro resembling licorice. However, let’s not forget that this
“falling out of key” with each other suggests a gap — emotional and communicative
— between the man and the girl. They were not talking straightforwardly to each
other; they were talking 1n a way to indirectly ( perhaps, unconsciously) express
their true opimon regarding the trouble that bothered them. Therefore, we may
interpret the man’s remark here — *“That’s the way with everything. ” — to mean
“It is nothing particular. Why did yvou expect 1t to be different?”. Of course, he
literally meant that Ams del Toro was nothing special, but he could very well
msinuate that (once we finish reading the whole story) the operation he wanted the
girl to go through was nothing to be afraid of.

[ Paragraph 28 ]
21. (L47) cut ... out: stop (saying or talking about something) ; shut up
e. g. “You'd better cut out the nonsense!” 1 said angnly.
Do yourself a favor and cus out that attitude.

[ Paragraph 31 ]
22, (L52) bright; clever and ongmal; luminous
e. g There are lots of books crammed with bright ideas.
She looks ammated and bright.
Wasn’t that bright?; “ Wasnt that comparison clever?” Or, “How bright the

mountains looked!”

[ Paragraph 91 ]
23. (1.133) go through: to experience or endure something
e. g. They've just gone through a very difficult time.
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[ Paragraph 108 ]

24,

25.

(L160) barroom: a room or building where alcoholic drinks are served over a
counter
(L162) reasonably: in a logical and sensible way
— reasonable (adj. } — reasonableness (n. ) — reason (v. /n. )
e. g. They are both reasonably happy after marrying each other.
Please calm down and try to be reasonable.
“I can understand your feeling. ” Said Monica with great reasonableness.
To reason with 3-year-old is impossible.

In deciding your future, do you appeal to reason or passion?

illl. Translation of the Text
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