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Aterritorial Communities and Cosmic Representations
in Southeast Asia Implications
for Sustainable Livelihood

Victor R. Savage

Key words: Aterritorial community; Cosmic representation; Sustain-
able livelihood; Mobility

Abstract; As we debate currently the issues of sustainable livelihoods
and environmental sustainability, the question the global community needs
to reflect on are the lessons we can learn from cultural history and indige-
nous communities with their reservoirs of knowledge of Nature and natural
resources, folk science and production systems. This paper interrogates
the world views of indigenous societies ( hunters and gatherers; swidden
communities; peasants) and asserts that Southeast Asian communities re-
mained aterritorial and aspatial in their behavioural patterns for sustainable
and survival reasons. Unlike modern societies where territory, territoriali-
ty, land tenure, property rights and land ownership are important, indige-
nous communities in Southeast Asia never subscribed to such land-based
territorial and land ownership distinctions. Land was always utilized under
usufruct rights, it was communally owned (adat or customary laws) , and in
the wild, land was seen as under God’s ownership. The existential aterritorial
cultural system undergirded by the freedom of mobility and migration provided
communities their survival and sustenance mechanisms in appraising natural re-
sources, tapping diverse ecosystems, maintaining strict human-nature carrying
capacities and culturally adapting to varied environmental challenges. Indige-
nous world views ( cosmologies) were represented as a potable world based on a
three-tiered vertical cosmic system, a celestial cartography and cardinal based

geography that facilitated mobility for relatively space-bound communities.
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@ James Martin, The Meaning of the 21st Century: A Vital Blueprint for Ensuring our Future, New
York: Riverhead Books, 2007. Nicholas Stern, The Economics of Climate Change: The Stern Review ,
Cambridge; Cambridge University Press, 2007. Martin Rees, Our Final Century; Will the Human Race
Survive the 21st Century? London: Heineman, 2003.

@ Tim Flannery, The Weather Makers, New York: Grove Press, 2006. Bjgrn Lomborg, Cool It:
The Skeptical Environmentalist’s Guide to Global Warming, New York: Vintage Books, 2008. James Love-
lock, The Revenge of Gaia, London: Penguin Books, 2007. William Nordhaus, 4 Question of Balance,
New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008. Nicholas Stern, The Economics of Climate Change; The Stern
Review , Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007. Bill McGuire, Seven Years to Save the Planet ; The
Questions and Answers, London; Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2008. Thomas L. Friedman, Hot, Flat, and
Crowded : Why the World Needs a Green Revolution—And How We Can Renew our Global Future, London
Allen Lane, 2008.

@ Brian Fagan, The Great Warming: Climate Change and the Rise and Fall of Civilizations, New
York: Bloomsbury Press, 2008. Victor Lieberman, Strange Parallels Southeast Asia in Global Context, c.
800—1830, Vol. 1 Iniegration on the Mainland, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003. Clive
Ponting, A New Green History: The Environment and the Collapse of Great Civilisations, London; Vintage
Books, 2007. Ian Whyte, World Without End? Environmental Disaster and the Collapse of Empires, Lon-
don: I. B. Tauris, 2008. Eugene Linden, The Winds of Change: Climaie, Weather, and the Destruction
of Civilization, New York: Simon & Schuster Paperbacks, 2007.
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ML SAFEM R LA A IR WS EoR UL, 3t & Mk
A ERFL S BB, SRR LR SBAUR A “RM Mt
Tt NAEEEERE E LA LERERAENER. AEE
TEMNERNAE S RIS RSB ARF, X —#X
M EEARMHFEINMERRPEIX MR, BEEAFTHUREELER
MAEM L ERFARKFEATE, :

AT LS EBAE S R LA S U R BIR 2 3 %
RLOMEA L BRI AR ESERMEHRFAXEEAERE,
Xt 2NN RORE LT EMBEARESESKRPWEKESE,
MARAREFETH-FHMRES, RERARILACTE LEEA T
SRPEWHE TR, AR R kAT S S R AR R 56 B BN M AT
20 BUE A G A NS 7 G B AR . 40 TR A B AR AR Xk I T S 6 43

@ David Storey, Territory: The Claiming of Space, Harlow: Prentice-Hall, 2001.
@ Robert David Sack, Human Territoriality: Its Theory and History, Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1986. David Storey, Territory: The Claiming of Space, Harlow: Prentice-Hall, 2001,
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AR 4 TERS BEXRAAETHXMEHBREZFEHXTE,
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® Fernand Braudel, The Identity of France, Vol. I, New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1988 ;
The Identity of France, Vol.1I, New York: Harper Collins Publishers,1990.

®  Christopher Stringer, Robin McKie, African Exodus: The Origins of Modern Humanity, New
York: Henry Holt and Company, 1996. Stephen Oppenheimer, Qut of Eden, Revised Edition. London:
Constable and Robinson Ltd, 2004,

® Fabrice Demeter, “New perspectives on the peopling of Southeast and East Asia during the upper
Pliestocene” . In M. Oxenham and N. Tayles (eds. ) Bioarchaeology of Southeast Asia, Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, 2006, pp.112—132.

@ David E. Sopher, The Sea Nomads, Singapore: National Museum Singapore, 1977.

® Hirofumi Matsumura, ‘ The population history of Southeast Asia viewed from morphometric analy-
ses of human skeletal and dental remains’. In M. Oxenham and N. Tayles (eds. ), Bioarchaeology of
Southeast Asia, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, pp. 35—39. Peter S. Bellwood, Man’s
Conquest of the Pacific: The Prehistory of Southeast Asia and Oceania, New York: Oxford University Press,
1979; Prehistory of the Indo-Malayan Archipelago, North Ryde Academic Press Australia, 1985.
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MRS, ALFEHME TRLASE, BF X LT L,
FERKRBE L, X— R ANWE T RIS (ERFESE
BHZE;MEFMARLZE) AR (KTE) 55 (ARG ) 2 [ K
WA HE, EXEABRBENEEAB L, ZHXE AN Y 26k
ICEERZHEMAN. SR AMNEREERIT YIS(FFEEAEE)
DASh B Befadd , b dn M52, M175 DL & M130.@ M5B bRk, 751 5 3%
W By XA RS R E B L, DX R B DA RN 3 A A AR A B .
EMIEBFTRE -AMER: Z—FMIBE R (Mon-Khmer) | T 7 B 5 &
(Aslian, 53 J6 38 H 3 X B #) .88 .35 & (Austro-Asiatic) M K 7§ &8 &
(Austronesian) ,© XX , EHNMEURESTHESKRZSETH

@ Oliver W. Wolters, History, Culture, and Region in Southeast Asian Perspectives. Revised ed.
New York and Singapore, 1999, pp. 44, 46.

@ Hirofumi Matsumura, ‘The population history of Southeast Asia viewed from morphometric analy-
ses of human skeletal and dental remains’. Michael Pietrusewsky, ‘A multivariate craniometrie study of
the prehistoric and modem inhabitants of Southeast Asia, East Asia and surrounding regions; a human ka-
leidoscope?’. In M. Oxenham and N. Tayles (eds. ) Bioarchaeology of Southeast Asia Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, 2006, pp.59—90.

@ Oliver W. Wolters, History, Culture, and Region in Southeast Asian Perspectives. Revised ed.
New York and Singapore, 1999, p.16.

@ Nayan Chanda, Bound Together: How Traders, Preachers, Adventurers, and Warriors Shaped
Globalization, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2007, pp. 13—17.

® Geoffrey Benjamin & Cynthia Chou (eds), Tribal Communities in the Malay World: Historical,
Culiural and Social Perspectives, The Netherlands and Singapore: International Institute for Asian Studies
and Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2002. Signe Howell, Society and Cosmos Chewong of Peninsular
Malaysia, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1989, pp-5—10.
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@ Sai, Aung Tun, History of the Shan State: From its Origins to 1962, Chiang Mai; Silkworm
Books, 2009, pp.3—30.

@ Sai, Aung Tun, History of the Shan State: From its Origins to 1962, p.4.

@ Oliver W. Wolters, History, Culture, and Region in Southeast Asian Perspectives. Revised ed. ,
p.21.

@ B. Sellato & P. Sercombe, “Introduction: Borneo, hunter-gatherers, and change”.

® P. Sercombe and B. Sellato (eds. ), Beyond the Green Myth: Borneo’s Hunter-Gatherers in the
Twenty-First Century, Copenhagen; NIAS Press, 2007, p.43.

® A. P. Elkin, ° Aboriginal Australia and the Orient’ , In W. G. Solhein (ed. ), Anthropology at
the Eight Pacific Science Congress, Asian and Pacific Archaeology Series No 2, University of Hawaii: So-
cial Science Research Institute, 1968, pp. 193, 194,
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EMAFHEMRERBRBRL BN RS & TSk
B BRI PR B AR W, B LR B R 8 8 R R B 3 R0 AR B R B A
IR, MRS YRR RG LA, R EARE LXE
Y= GRNERENRRE BRLERZARE, BRPHEDREE
FTEERHBY T, I TETHEREETHEZPNEERE, KXW
P& MR EE R H TRERES,

R - ARYIRERIER, DREHEEAERH LT RRH K —
AR R — BB 7 (in situ) , 50 8 37 75 X3 L 0 M B 700 6 4 46 40 B
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® J. G. Butcher, The Closing of the Frontier, Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
2004, p. 14.

@ David E. Sopher, The Sea Nomads, p.41.

@ J. G. Buicher, The Closing of the Frontier, p.7.

@ David E. Sopher, The Sea Nomads, pp.25—33.

® J. G. Butcher, The Closing of the Frontier, p.18.

® S. C. Jett, ‘The development and distribution of the blowgun’ Annals of the Association of A-
merican Geographers, 60, 1970, pp. 662—688.
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@ G. Benjamin, “On being tribal in the Malay world”, p.34.

® 8. Seitz, “Game, pets, and animal husbandry among Penan and Punan groups”. In P. Ser-
combe and B. Sellato (eds. ) Beyond the Green Myth. Borneo's Hunter -Gatherers in the Twenty-First Cen-
tury, Copenhagen: NIAS Press, 2007, pp. 187—1910.

® M. Oxenham and N. Tayles (eds. ), Bioarchaeology of Southeast Asia, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2006.

@ H. R. Buckley, “‘The predators within’ ; Investigating the relationship between malaria and
health in the prehistoric Pacific Islands”. In M. Oxenham and N. Tayles ( eds. ), Bicarchaeology of
Southeast Asia, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, pp.309—332. V. R. Savage, Western

Impressions of Nature and Landscape in Southeast Asia, Singapore: Singapore University Press, 1984.
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