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Abstract

In July 2010 “The National Conference on Education” took place in Beijing,
and “the National Guidelines for the Medium-and Long-term Educational Reform and
Development Program (2010 —2020)” was formerly promulgated, being an important
milestone in the history of Education in China. At the same time, regional guidelines
of medivm-and long-term educational reform and development are in the process of
being formulated one after another by provincial-devel entities, and national pilot
projects of educational reform are being formulated by various provinciallevel bodies.
With the formulation and ongoing implementation of these programs, educational
reform in China is entering a highly active period. Successful cases of educational reform
and institutional innovations carried out by local educational departments or schools are
increasing day by day, and it might be said that educational reform in China is on the
eve of making major breakthroughs.

In 2009, total public expenditure on education as percentage of GDP reached
3.59% , showing an increase of 0. 11 percentage points on the previous year. The
school-age population in China tends to decrease year by year, and the provision of
both basic education and higher education to meet the demand of the people is
becoming increasingly easier, providing a historic opportunity for Chinese education to
realize a fundamental transition and to further develop on a scientific basis. At the same
time, more and more applicants for sitting the national unified college entrance exams
abandoned the exams; and new rounds of large increases in study abroad and emigration
have appeared. Higher education in China must strive to enhance its competitiveness
and take precautions to cope with the crisis created by the decrease in potential clientele
and its loss. China must speed up its pace and intensify its efforts in conducting
educational reform, having to implement a more open strategy for training highly
qualified personnel and to speed up the development of an appropriate strategy for
building up a strong country based on talented and skilled manpower.

In the year 2010, preschool education became a hot issue attracting the concern of
the whole society, as we could constantly hear the complaints about * difficulty in

finding a place for our young children in a kindergarten” and “high expenses of



preschool education”. Accordingly, the Central Government has adopted a series of
policies to tackle the problem, and there is hope to see the turning point of the
development of preschool education from its nadir. Recently, cases of bloodshed have
occurred frequently in school grounds, seriously menacing safety in schools, and the
safety of students in schools has become one of the most worrisome problems of the
entire populace. Three kinds of malpractices related to the implementation of “adding
scores to certain categories of applicants” sitting college entrance exams have shown in
the following realms in a concentrated manner. In other words, they tended to happen
more frequently in developed regions and major cities, in selected groups of students
with good performance in sports, and in a few selected schools or programs,
constituting a breach of educational equity and opening a new channel of corruption
characterized by bargaining favors with power and money. The academic environment
in higher education institutions has taken a turn for the worse and cases of corruption in
the world of learning are being accumulated, with their negative effects fermenting.
Excessive uses of administrative power and excessive influence of high-ranking officials in
handling academic matters are doing harms to education and research in China. These
negative phenomena make the speeding up of reforms in institutions and working
mechanisms in the higher education sector all the more urgent and important.

In the basic education sector, the phenomenon of large-size classes is still quite
common, with the number of students per class constantly exceeding set limits.
Although Shanghai and Beijing have made new advances in enrolling the children of
migrant workers in public schools, they are still faced with a number of difficulties and
challenges. According to findings of field surveys concerning vocational education
carried out in Guizhou province and elsewhere, in the sector of secondary vocational
education, no fundamental changes have been effected in low enrollment rates, low
completion or graduation rates, and high drop-out rates. However, the successful
founding and operation of BN Vocational School providing training to young people
from poor families free of charge has provided useful experiences with respect to reform
and diversified development in the vocational education sector in China. With respect
to policies encouraging the mobility of teachers , the contents of relevant policies and
the effects of their implementation differed from place to place. The initiation of a
policy which requires that a certain number of college students enrolled in teacher
education programs provided by leading normal universities shall be exempted from all
fees and the current unhealthy situation of family education in many families have drawn

widespread concern by society at large. In the realm of international cooperation in the



higher education sector, the founding of the following three HEIs: University of
Nottingham Ningbo, China; Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool University; and United
International College jointly sponsored by Beijing Normal University and Hong Kong
Baptist University and their successful operation and good performance have provided
ample evidence that their experiences in promoting reform through opening-up, in
introducing international cooperation in the educational sector with programs provided at
various levels and with diverse models do play an important role in breaking a unitary
system of administration and management, as well as in effecting changes in traditional
concepts concerning education and teaching.

In 2009, total public expenditure on education kept increasing, but the rate of
increase declined compared with the previous year. Taking the country as a whole, the
public expenditure on compulsory schooling in various localities slackened its rate of
increase, and a majority of provinces failed to meet the requirement set by the
Education Law on gradual increase of the level of financing. According to surveys
carried out in 35 major cities on the degree of satisfaction of the general public with
respect to public education, the degree of satisfaction in these cities somewhat declined,

lying between the state of comparatively satisfactory and the state of not so satisfactory.
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