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PREFACE

While Chinese ceramics have a long history, during the Ming
and Qing dynasties, the ceramic arts reached new heights. The wares
of these periods were noted for their fine paste, brilliant glazes, luxu-
riant colors, exquisite carving, and versatile forms, which show that
the potters had not only inherited the traditions of the past but had
also made significant innovations. Unprecedented achievements are
shown in the development of glazes like the Sancai three-color, the
Waucai five-color, famille verte contrasting color, and Fencai famille
rose, as well as in opaque enamel, and various types of monochrome.

Kwon-glazed porcelain was first produced in the Kangxi period
(1662-1722), was popular in the Qianlong (1736-1795) and Jiaging
(1796-1820) periods. Pieces have been handed down as heirlooms
from generation to generation because of its high reputation at home
and abroad.

Kwon-glazed wares achieved their international reputation be-
cause of Guangdong's well-developed export trade, which spurred
the market for regional handicrafts. Kwon-glazed porcelain was ex-
ported to Europe, where royalty and the nobility alike, becoming
essential both for interior decoration and for daily use collected it. It
can be found today preserved in palaces and museums, attesting to
how much the Europeans appreciated its beauty.

In the domestic market, Kwon-glazed wares were purchased by
the imperial house and bestowed as gifts on state occasions. Most of
the wares, however, were exported, made to order in the western
style, with strong colors that appealed to western tastes. Nevertheless, .
its designs show distinctive Chinese features: flowers, hills, and gar-
dens landscaped in Qing style, and figures in Qing costume. In that
way, Kwon-glazed porcelain harmonized Chinese and western
cultures.

The Guangdong Provincial Museum has taken advantage of its
location to collect a rich array of Kwon-glazed porcelain from the
successive eras. For over a decade, the Museum had pursued its
collection, while scholars have studied the porcelain—its historical
background ,origins ,artistic development, as well as the innovations
introduced by the master potters and the way they transmitted their
techniques from generation to generation. This lavishly illustrated
volume is the result of their hard work.

Geng Baochang
March 2001
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FORWARD

Kwon-glazed porcelain or the Weaving Gold Polychrome Por-
celain from Guangzhou is a beautiful ceramic flower garden that
comes to us from Chinese ceramic industry. Beginning in Kangxi
period, the production of Kwon-glazed porcelain now has history of
more than 300 years, famous for its brilliant and luxurious color,
loved by the public.

Kwon-glazed porcelain is the product of Chinese exports trade.
From the beginning, Kwon-glazed porcelain has been one of the main
kinds of Chinese export porcelain. Many museums or individuals
from European, American and Asian countries have collected a large
number of pieces of Kwon-glazed porcelain. Kwon-glazed porcelain
contributes to friendly trade and cultural exchange.

However, documents on Kwon-glazed porcelain are hard to find.
Some authors confused it with Yangjiang Ware, Shiwan Ware, call-
ing them all Kwon Ware.Untill now, quite a few people call Kwon-
glazed porcelain famille rose or western-glazed porcelain. As a result,
few people have studied the true Kwon-glazed porcelain, but, for
more than a decade, scholars have focused their attention to Kwon-
glazed porcelain. In particular, the Guangdong Provincial Museum,
located in Guangzhou, has been in the forefront of the collection and
study of Kwon-glazed porcelain. So far, we have collected hundreds
pieces of Kwon-glazed porcelain, most of them are from Qing
Dynasty. It can be said that we have the largest collection of Kwon-
glazed porcelain. Since late 1970s, experts from our museum have
made it special subject study. Based on the study, an exhibition “300
Years of Famous Guangzhou Weaving Gold Polychrome Porcelain”
was organized by Guangzhou Weaving Gold Polychrome Porcelain
Factory and the Guangdong Provincial Museum. To draw the atten-
tion of students and connoisseurs of pottery and porcelain, we pains-
takingly selected and display representative objects and photos. Al-
though the pieces were mainly from our museum, some typical shapes
of Kwon-glazed porcelain from other museums or other places were
selected for the book as well. We edit Kwon -glazed Porcelain as a
reference work for the study and appreciation of this special kind of
porcelain.

Like famille rose and enamel ware, Kwon-glazed porcelain is
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painted on glaze, that is to say that white porcelain is painted after
being fired. In the late Qing Dynasty and early the Republic of China,
the pottery of Shiwan was also painted. We name the book Kwon-
glazed Porcelain because porcelain has been the main type produced.
Painted Kwon-glazed pottery is only the experimental product of
painters. This kind of pottery wastes time and material without pro-
ducing the luxuriant and brilliant effects of porcelain, so the pottery
sold poorly, and production was discontinued, leaving fewer
examples. For this reason, Kwon-glazed porcelain is the main item
in the collections of museums and individuals at home and abroad.
This book is the only special study of Kwon-glazed products available.
We hope that readers will learn from its photos, articles and
documents. In addition, we hope readers will share their opinions
with us.

Mo Peng
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