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An Introduction to Zhangjiajie
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The City of Zhangjiajie is situated in the north-
western part of Hunan Province, stretching over
the area from between 28”52" and 29748" N to be-
tween 109 and 111720" E. With annual average
temperature of 16°C , it has a humid subtropical cli-
mate, characterized by rain — bearing monsoon
wind. Covering a total area of 9, 563 square kilo-
meters, it has under its command Yongding and
Woulingyuan areas as well as Cili and Sangzhi Coun-
ties. Of its total population of 1. 53 million, 69
percent is composed of ethnic groups of Tujia, Bai
and Miao.

Zhangjiajie City derived its name from Zhangji-
ajie Scenic Area. Under the jurisdiction of Dayong
County the natural landscapes of Zhangjiajie were
discovered in 1979 and have been exploited and
opened to the public ever since. In 1985, Dayong
County upgraded to city — level. Three years later,
Dayong City , Cili and Sangzhi Counties merged in-
to a single whole and rose to prefecture level for the
purpose of developing tourism. Far from renowned
as Zhangjiajie, Dayong assumed the name of
Zhangjiajie City in 1994 with the approval of the
State Council so as to promote tourism and
economy .

As a tourist city being newly built, Zhangjiajie
is blessed with a vast wealth of resources for
tourism. Wulingyuan, which consists of Zhangjiajie
National Forest Park, Suoxi Gully Natural Scenic
Spot and Emperor Mountain Natural Scenic Spot, is
not only one of the national major scenic areas but
also put on the World Heritage list compiled by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO). In 1982 Zhangjiajie was
named as the first National Forest Park in China,
followed by Tianmen Mountain. In 1986, China’
s first tourist drifting course was set along Maoyan
River. So far, three more scenic spots of provincial
level (i. e. Maoyan River, Jiutian Cave and Tian-
men Mountain) have been established. Scenic sites
and nature preservation zones at state or provincial
level cover 500 square kilometers, accounting for
approximately one ninth of the total area of the
city. In addition, such historical interests as
Puguang Buddhist Temple and Yuhuang (Jade Em-
peror) Grottoes as well as residences of celebrities
like He Long and Du Xinwu have made great hu-
man attractions. Extremely appealing to tourists at
home and abroad are the customs of minorities,
gripping and mysterious Gongfu and popular martial
arts.

The city of Zhangjiajie is implementing the
open policy of basing its growth on tourism. In the
wake of ten years’ efforts, a new pattern of
tourism has emerged, in which Zhangjiajie, Suoxi
Gully and Emperor Mountain fnnction as principal
tourist attractions with Maoyan River, Jiutian
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Tranquil Valley.

Cave, Tianmen Mountain, Wulei Mountain
Puguang Temple as outlying scenic areas, thus
blending mountain, river and caves as well as histo-
ry, culture and folklore into a whole.

The city has set up 12 excursion centers,
which link 30 routes for sightseeing, cover a dis-
tance of over 300 kilometers and are equipped with
two cableways. Communications networks connect
scenic spots and city proper as well as different
man attractions. Extremely appealing to tourists at
home and abroad are the customs of minorities,
through express trains, and Airport is open to more
than 20 large and medium — sized cities. The city’
s telecommunications system has reached advanced
level at home. The city boasts more than 400
hotels, which afford accommodation for over 30,
000 tourists. 20 of the hotels are graded as star lev-
el. Besides , it possesses over 40 travel agencies.

As it is becoming better known to the world
and its tourist facilities improving and its ports
opened, Zhangjiajie is quickening its steps to go to
the world arena.
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Zhangjiajie State Forest Park.
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Spectacular Scenery of Emperor Mountain.
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Clouds over Emperor Mountain.
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Spring of Tianmen Mountain.
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Zhangjiajie Going Globewise
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A bird’ s— eye view of Zhangjiajie.
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Here was an ocean around 380, 000, 000
years ago. It was a time called late Devonian epoch
of Neopaleozoic in geologic history. At that time
Zhangjiajie was lying in the vast expanse of sea and
close to archicontinent with the result that the area
received large amounts of loose detrital materials,
which deposited, gradually forming layers of
quartzarenite as thick as more than 500 meters in
the course of long and complex diagenesis. After-
ward, it experienced " Yanshan orogenesis”, "
Himalayas orogenesis” and also neotectonics that
contributed to the shaping of diagenesis and needle
karst landform. It is this, together with tectonic
joint and external stress (including running water
erosion, chemical cohesion, gravity crumbling and
weather erosion) that makes it possible today to en-
joy the natural sights acclaimed as miraculous, won-
derful and marvelous.

Today’ s Zhangjiajie scenic area (also known
as Wulingyuan) refers to a combined scenic area of
Zhangjiajie, Emperor Mountain and Suoxi Gully.

In a planned area of 264 square kilometers open to
visitors, the vast reaches of funglings, as is said by
two senior advisers of International Nature and
Natural Resources Protection Union rival sights of
Great Canyon and other national parks in America.
They also match their counterparts in Australia.
Most peaks in Zhangjiajie, demonstrate more
abrupt contour than the legacy presented in America
and Australia.
forests, luxuriantly green vegetation as well as clear
lakes, streams, and very impressive karst caves and
underground rivers are possessed of an undeniable
beauty.

After a systematic comparison of sandstone
landform with needle karsts of Great Canyon and
landform of other types in America, Japan and Yu-
goslavia, concluded Mr. Chen Guoda, a noted geol-
ogist who traveled to different parts of the world,
“Despite their grandeur and magnificence, the
funglings in Colorado seem too desolate, as shown
by almost invisible trees and birds and streams and
caused by aridity and coldness for they stand 3,
000 meters above the sea level. In terms of Danxia
needle karsts in Paleostratum Park in Japan, they
appear not substantial enough in spite of their sky —
kissing old trees, clear water and sweet springs. As
for karsts in Yugoslavia, they are famous because of
the famous caves there. But their needle karsts are
far from as marvelous as those in Zhangjiajie, which
form a stereoscopic picture featuring “queerness, el-
egance, tranquillity, thrilling and wildness” .

Zhangjiajie was describedas as a rarely charm-
ing belle in the boudoir by noted chinese painter Wu
Guanzhong. 1982, the third year affter the area
was unveiled to the outside world, saw it named as
the first National Forest Park in China. Shortly the
tow areas aoljacent to it were established as the Na-
tional Natural Reserves. In October 1988, after be-
coming the Unified term for the three places, Wul-
ingyuan was declared to be a nationally protected
key scenic site; in 1990 it was among the 40 top —
class scenic sites; in 1990 it was put on the World
Heritage List compiled by the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Culfural Organization (UN-
ESCO). Ever since the spectacular natural sights of
Zhangjiajie have been not only with China but with
the rest of world as well.

Spectacular and irregular stone
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Scenic Spots of Zhangjiajie
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On the 25th of September, 1982, Zhangjiajie
was approved by the State Council as the first State
Forest Park.

The Park possesses more than three thousand
grotesque peaks and rare stones. They appear to be
at once human figures and animals, tangible or in-
tangible. They display a strong tinge of either unin-
hibitation, or delicacy, or uniqueness, or surrepti-
tious.

Zhangjiajie is both a maze of nature and a pro-
totype of Chinese painting through the combination
of picturesque mountains, streams, rocks, clouds
with rare flora and fauna, through the incorporation
of splendor, completion,
freshness and through the natural blending of the
spectacles of different parts of the country.

primitives, seclusion,

Zhangjiajie is abound in forest resources as in-

dicated by the fact that its plant coverage reaches
97. 7 percent. The five most famous plant families
such as the composite family, the orchid family,

16

bean family, rose family and the grass family all
find their homes in the Park. In terms of variety of
trees, there exist 93 families and 157 species, more
than doubling those in Europe. In addition, most of
them are of rare types, such as Chinese dove tree,
Chinese tulip tree, Eucommia ulmoides, ginkgo.
Flowers in the Park are splendid and unique. A
good illustration is a five — color flower, since it
turns into five distinct colors in a single day, hence

the name.
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Boudoir Peaks of Spring: Zhangjiajie used to be described

as “a lady in the bouudoir” for it was unknown to the out-

side world while the two peaks in the picture were regard-

ed as its gate, hence“Boudoir Peaks”.
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Cloud — picking Terrace: It seems as though one could

readily pick a star when he succeeds in reaching the Ter-

race at a clear and starry night.




