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Foreword

China is the hometown of porcelain. Invented by Chinese people, porcelain is a great
contribution to the world” s civilization. Chinese porcelain enjoys high reputation in the

whole world and deeply influenced the western porcelain industry.

In the second half of 9th century, Chinese porcelain was sold overseas. In the late
Ming Dynasty, Chinese porcelain began to be sold in Europe. To the mid-Kangxi Reign,
Qing Dynasty, as the expansion of foreign trade, the export volume of Chinese porcelain
increased rapidly and the porcelain became popular world-wide. The Chinese porcelains
enjoyed a great popularity among the European upper class not only for their practicability
but also for the refined and exquisite styles. Since the late 18th century, the Europeans
began to copy, imitate or refer to the Chinese patterns in their porcelain production, which
greatly promoted the European industry and economy. The Chinese elements incorporated
directly with the European crafts, bearing gorgeous fruit of wisdom and enhancing the

communication between China and the West.

This book is specially edited for the exhibition of European Porcelain Highlights from
Shanghai History Museum held by Shenzhen Museum and Shanghai History Museum. It
records 176 pieces (set) of Western antique porcelain donated by the Chinese-Canadian
collector Ms. Sunny Sun and her husband Laszlo Parakovits, which provides the readers
with precious material information of the development of European porcelain and the
exchange of the Chinese and the Western cultures. It will also help the promotion of

excellent Chinese culture and the exchange of the Chinese and the Western cultures.
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Message from the Museum Director (1)

The year 2010 marks the 30th anniversary of the establishment of Shenzhen Special
Economic Zone. To celebrate the great achievements of Shenzhen in 30 years of reform
and opening-up, Shenzhen Museum, in cooperation with Shanghai History Museum,
presents the exhibition of "East Wind Blowing Westwards — European Porcelain
Highlights from Shanghai History Museum” , showing the communication and mutual

inspiration between eastern and western cultures in the porcelain industry.

China is the cradle of porcelain, and Chinese porcelain enjoys high reputation in the
world. The export of Chinese porcelain started as early as in the Tang Dynasty (618-907)
by way of two “Silk Roads” : one was over the land, the other over the sea, building
a bridge for the communication of eastern and western civilizations. In the 16th to 18th
centuries, a great quantity of porcelain was exported to Europe by sea route, resulting in

the establishment and fast development of the porcelain industry in the west.

The over 200 pieces of precious ancient European porcelain were donated to Shanghai
History Museum by the Chinese-Canadian collector Ms. Sunny Sun and her husband
Laszlo Parakovits. Following the history of European porcelain, the exhibition shows
the development of European porcelain from imitating Chinese porcelain at the very
beginning to creating new products by integrating western elements and upgrading
technologies. Fine and colorful exhibits of the 18th and 19th century from major places of
porcelain production in European including Meissen and Dresden of Germany, Wedgwood
of England, and Sevres of France, such as the 19th-century elaborate porcelain figures,
Dresden little-angel-molding porcelain bowl, unique porcelain shoes, will enable the

visitors to appreciate the artistry in the rich exotic tone of the western porcelain.

As a Chinese saying goes. “there are other hills whose stones may serve to polish
the jade” . The Chinese porcelain once had great influence on the porcelain industry
as well as the industrial revolution in the west. Through this exhibition, not only better
understanding of the communication and integration between eastern and western cultures
may be achieved, the history of the development of porcelain industry in the west as well
as the important role Chinese porcelain once played in the modern industrial development

of Europe will also be known to more Chinese people.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to Shanghai History Museum for its

support for this exhibition. And I wish the exhibition a great success!

Ye Yang

Professor and Director of Shenzhen Museum
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Message from the Museum Director (11)

The Earth is round, the interaction of human civilization and communication has never
ceased, but the transmission speed and intensity differs from time to time. Porcelain,
as an important invention of the Chinese nation, brought about revolutionary changes
in the material life of human beings and has made a significant contribution to human
civilization. After porcelain spread to Europe, the manufacturing of porcelain became
the pillar industry of Industrial Revolution, which largely facilitated the development of
European industrial technology and the development of social civilization. On this basis,

wonderful work and renovation had been carried out to cater for European tastes.

Chinese porcelain has a long history, much can be traced back to the Shang Dynasty,
but on the current academic community Eastern Han Dynasty was more widely recognized
as the origin which dates back more than 1800 years of history. After the Northern Song
Dynasty, Chinese porcelain production process continues to mature, a large number of
porcelain exported through the Maritime Silk Road. After the late Ming Dynasty, larger
amount of Chinese porcelain was exported to Europe. In the 23rd year of Emperor Kangxi
(1684), Portugal, the Netherlands and other countries imported a large number of Chinese
porcelain after the ban on maritime trade and intercourse with foreign countries was lifted,
which made Chinese porcelain very popular in Europe. In the early 18th century, many
European countries set up trade organizations in Guangzhou. These organizations were
at the same time in charge of ordering Chinese porcelain in accordance with the specific

European needs.

Even in the Renaissance in Europe, daily utensils had to resort to the use of iron and
pottery. Since the 18th century, Europe began to imitate the manufacturing of Chinese
porcelain and study the techniques. By 1710, a state-run Porcelain Factory was founded
in MeiBen, Germany, which opened a new page of European porcelain production. As a
practical utensil, in addition to daily use, the exquisite styles of elegant Chinese porcelain
are also favored by the European nobility. In the exchanges between China and the west,

porcelain is the second most important medium after silk.

Ms. Sunny Sun and her husband Laszlo Parakovits have in-depth study on European
porcelain. They donated their research achievements and collections to Shanghai History
Museum. Among these collections we can get a glimpse of historical evolution from
the exported Chinese porcelain and the early production of European porcelain. It is

an important gain of Chinese cultural undertakings to collect these porcelain wares to
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Shanghai Historical Museum. Shanghai History Museum shoulders the responsibility to
study these collections and make it available to the public, which is supposed to promote
the cultural exchange between China and the west and broaden people’ s international

horizon.

On the occasion of publishing this book, I would like to extend my gratitude again to the
donors. Many thanks for the liaison work of Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of Shanghai
Municipal Government and Shanghai Municipal Administration Commission of Cultural
Heritage. And I would like to thank the colleagues from Shenzhen Museum and Shanghai

History Museum for the efforts they made for the exhibition.

Zhang Lan

Professor of Shanghai History Museum
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The Beginning of the Chinese Export
Trade in Porcelain

The beginning of the Chinese export trade in porcelain to Europe began to take off in
the late 16th and early 17th centuries as improvements in European ship building launched
new trade routes. This period is the golden period of European exploration by ship and it
was begun by the Spanish and the Portuguese. These were closely followed by the Dutch
and the English. It is in this period of the later 17th century and early 18th century that the

European mania for Chinese porcelain takes hold.

Of course prior to this period some pieces of porcelain had found their way to Europe
over the Silk Road but they were very small in number and never in sufficient quantity to

ever gain any real exposure.

In the 16th century, Portuguese traders began importing late Ming dynasty Blue and
white porcelains to Europe, resulting in the growth of the Kraak porcelain trade (named
after the Portuguese ships called carracks in which it was transported). In 1602 and 1604,
two Portuguese carracks, the San Yago and Santa Catarina, were captured by the Dutch
and their cargos, which included thousands of items of porcelain, were auctioned, igniting
a European mania for porcelain. Buyers included the Kings of England and France. Many
European nations then established trading companies in the Far East, the most important
being the Dutch East India Company or VOC. The trade continued until the mid-17th
century when civil wars caused by the fall of the Ming dynasty in 1644 disrupted suppliers

and the European traders turned to Japan.

As valuable and highly-prized possessions, pieces of Chinese export porcelain appeared
in many seventeenth-century Dutch paintings. The illustration by Jan Treck (insert pic)
shows a painting by Jan Treck that includes two Kraak-style bowls, probably late Ming,
the one in the foreground being of a type called by the Dutch klapmuts. The blue pigment
used by the artist has faded badly since the picture was painted.

Under the Kangxi reign (1662-1722) the Chinese porcelain industry at Jingdezhen was
reorganized and the export trade was soon flourishing again. Chinese export porcelain from
the late 17th century included Blue and white and Famille verte wares (and occasionally
Famille noire and jaune). Wares included garnitures of vases, dishes, teawares, ewers,
and other useful wares, figure models, animals and birds. Blanc-de-Chine porcelains and
Yixing stonewares arrived in Europe giving inspiration to many of the European potters

who were anxious to copy the Chinese.

&1

Communication

003



