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A City of Bless ings
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ODE TO THE CAPITAL CITY OF FUJIAN
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A CITY OF BLESSINGS
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HISTORY OF THIS ANCIENT CITY
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A FAMOUS HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CITY
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A CITY OF FAMOUS LITERATI AND SCHOLARS

A CITY OF RELIGIOUS CULTURE
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THE CRADLE OF CHINESE NAVY

LERBZMR. .cissivcsninnissmurnns

A CITY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS
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A CITY OF DELICACY

WARBERE

A SCENERY WITH MOUNTAINS AND WATERS
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THE CAPITAL OF BANYANS
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THE BENEVOLENT PREFER  MOUNTAINS

BWEHEBK, ccconavonsmvensnsissvnrmres

THE WISE PREFER WATERS
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THE OCEAN RECEIVES ALL RIVERS
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THE METROPOLITAN LANDSCAPE
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People will naturally associate Fuzhou with the beautiful and mysterious
southeast coastline of China, which faces the Pacific Ocean to its west.
And they are also interested in the name of Fuzhou, the capital city of
Fujian, which literarily means "a city of blessings". It is blessed in that
it enjoys the semi tropics marine and monsoon climate, which has neither
freezing winter nor sweltering summer but abundant sunshine and rainfall;
and that situated on a hilly land on the west coast of Taiwan Strait, it has
the advantages brought by both mountains and the sea. Surrounded by
mountains on three sides and facing the Pacific Ocean on the other, it is
indeed a place with favorable geographical conditions, not to mention the
Minjiang River winding through it.
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The first thing for clever travelers to do in Fuzhou is to appreciate its
natural landscape and culture to satisfy théir curiosity. Literati and scholars
of various dynasties including Huang Tao, Zeng Gong, Liu Kezhuang, Zhu
Xi, Lu You, Xin Qiji have written large numbers of graceful poems about
Fuzhou out of their admiration for its charm. Xu Xiake, the famous traveler
of the Min Dynasty, lived in an age without airplanes or cross-country
jeeps and travel around the city all on foot. Early in the Yuan Dynasty,
the Italian traveler Marco Polo was so enchanted by the natural beauty of
forests and springs here that he nearly forgot his way home.

As countrymen of Lin Zexu, who was regarded as "the first Chinese to see
the world", Fuzhou people possess a broad mind. They welcome friends to
share with them the blessings here, the beautiful scenery, the rich resources
and every chance to make a fortune. Fuzhou is assuredly a city of blessings

with broad-minded people.
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A City of Blessings
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History of this Ancient'City"
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Thirty years ago, when the American astronauts overlooked the Earth- the
home of mankind from the Apollo, they saw that it is on this beautiful blue
planet that human beings have lived for millions of years and created a
moving history and a splendid culture. Thirty years have passed, and what
will we see while standing before the ancient rampart at Nanmendou, which
survived a long history?

We will see an intangible but profound tunnel of time. At one end of this
tunnel, we can see that in the Han Dynasty, Wuzhu, the descendant of Goujian
(the Emperor of Yue), arrived in Min (another name for Fujian) with his
folks some 2200 years ago. They settled down in Dongye as the capital,
where the Yue people wrote down the history together with the native Min
people. During this long history of over 2200 years, numerous talents
emerged in this land and played an important role in promoting its

development, and even made significant contribution to the civilizing

2

(- -

evolution of the whole nation.
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As one of the hundred famous historical and cultural cities of China, Fuzhou
has lots of scenic spots closely related to its historical and cultural
celebrities. They have left many articles, former residences, memorials,
ancestral halls and tombs in Fuzhou, which has received effective protection
or are under restoration at present. Today, we can strongly feel the cultural
atmosphere once we enter the "Three Lanes and Seven Alleys" and the former
residence of the celebrities. Just have another look at this land that has
gestated generations of talents, look at its unique architecture, unusual
religious culture, comprehensive and profound shipping culture, and also
its operas and arts, folk handcrafts, food and customs, you are sure to gain
a lot. The old saying that people will benefit from the place they live on

finds its proof here again.
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