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I was born in a small village on the North China Plain. The vast land and luxuriantly
growing crops filled me with curiosity about and admiration for nature. Looking at the
boundless horizontal line where the sky mingles with the earth, I could not help imagining the
magnificent world out there.

After 1 grew up, I left my hometown to learn the world. Since then, I have a better
understanding of nature. I love plains and mountains, rivers and oceans, sky and clouds, the
sun, the moon and stars:---- I love their vitality and the splendid civilizations generated by
them.

In The Doctrine of the Mean, our ancient philosopher said: “the way of heaven and earth is
large and substantial, high and brilliant, far—reaching and long—enduring”, from which we
can see that nature, which contains the way of heaven and earth, is generous and harmonious.

No spoken or written language can fully express the characteristics of nature, so I decided to
commune with her and sense her vitality through lens. My job needs me to deal with
international business and I am fortunate enough to have chance to serve the International
Fertilizer Association, it gives me more opportunity to visit many countries in the world.
Wherever I go, my camera always with me for shooting what inspires me. The more photos
I take, the more colorful and harmonious I find the world is.

Laozi, our ancient philosopher said: “ the way from what is beneath abstraction”. When his




followers asked why nature and human were born of one, Confucius told them that human
beings were born from nature, and nature was born from nature too; therefore, human beings
should not go against the law of nature because they were born from it. 2500 years have
passed since then. When I seize the beautiful or abnormal moment in nature with my camera,
I can feel the secret of the harmony between nature and human beings. I love shooting the
grand beauty of nature; I also love shooting the elderly, women and children of different
ethnicities or working people around the world. From them, I can understand the real
emotions of human beings as I can see their happiness, sadness and their thoughts. I have
found that whatever photos I take, either the beauty of nature or the vibrancy of human life,
show the glamour of beauty only through its uniqueness, while beauty is generated and
displayed in the harmonious coexistence and development among nature, human beings and

society.

On the day when I exhibit these photos taken in different countries and cultures, I want to
thank my colleagues and friends. I want to thank Prof. Zhang Huijun, president of Beijing
Film Academy for writing the preface and Mr. Su Shuyang for embellishing this album and
my friends for collecting materials. Only with their help, can my album could be published.

I hope this album will display to viewers the beauty of the nature and bring freshness and
pleasure to all readers in their work and life.

If we value nature, the eternal beauty of nature will never change. And if so, the love for
the beauty of harmony will become a virtue and pass down from one generation to another.

1 love photography and it will accompany me for the rest of my life.

Wu Sihai
July 18, 2006
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